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Matrimonial Ceremonies 


D 1s P. I. A Y*D: 
Wherein are Exhibited; 


The various Cuſtoms, odd Pranks, whimfical 


Tricks and furprizing Practices of near One Þ 
Hundred different Kingdoms and People 
in the World, now us'd in the Celebration 
and Conſummation of Matrimony. 


collected from the papers of 


An Old Rich Bawdy Barchzran; 


6 


With . Variety of Remarks by him, 
Serious and Humorous, | 


To which is prefix'd 


The comical Adventures of Sir Harry Final 
who had feven Wives; with the Character all | 
each: A genuine Story. nyt « 


y 


Alſo an Epigram on Matrimony, i in Latin and Eis. 
and an Alphabetical Index. 


Publiſh'd for the Information and Entertainment of 68 
Ladies and pretty Girls of Gree? Britain, not forget 
ing thoſe of Dublin and Tipperary. 


FOURTH EDITION improv d. 


EE 
OODLE for H. SERIEANT, at the Black Swan, without 
7 emple Bar; and G. WooprALL, at Charing-cro/5. 

| M DCC LXVIII. 


(Price Oe Shillicg,) 
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EW Authors. agree in the Definition of 
Matrimony, Charron calls it a wiſe 
(a) Bargain, a State, or an honourable 
Conjunction; ſome more malicious Criticks. call 
e it 


(a) Marriage is not improperly call'd a Bargain, 
becauſe moſt are (now of late more eſpecially) ſo 
managed, that one Party, if not both, are bought 
and ſold, the Freedom of Choice being rarely left 
to the Man and almoſt never to the Woman. 
The well diſpoſing of their Children is undoubted- 
ly one of the weightieſt Cares: that Parents have, 
Good Education may make them very good Wo- 
men; their Virtue may make them good Wives, 
but being ill pair'd in the Yoke, they may be how- 
ever very unhappy. Too many Fathers are of Opi- 
nion that they have done mighty well, if they have 
bedg'd in a young raw Country Squiie with a plen- 
tiful Eſtate; and ſecur'd an unreaſonable Propor- 
tion of it for their Daughter's Jointure, and be- 
lieve there will be no Woe, when there is no Want. 
Yet every. Day ſhews us, that where there are 
great Eſtates, there is not always great Felicity: 
For the wiſeſt of mere Men aſſures us, That better 
is a Morſel of Bread with Content, than a flalled 
Os, and Hatred therewith, 


| 


3 


deſerv'd it alittle; or at leaſt he o 


1 The PREFACE. 

it a Yoke, a Communion of (b) Evils and Pu- 

niſhment, a Society of (c) Cares and Troubles. 
But without - adhering to the Sentiments of 
the one, or the differing Opinions of others that 
criticixe 


(2) Matrimony was intended for our Felicity, 
but our Miſmanagement of the main Matter makes | 
it our Miſery : And this is not in the leaſt the F ault 
of the State, fo much as of the Parties that enter 
into it: And where our unreaſonable Appetites 
have made vs take wrong Meaſures in it, no won-. 
der if it proves our Puniſhment. | 

(c) Whoever was pleas'd to think ſo, might be 
unhappy in his Choice, but-I am of Opinion he, 
ught to let us 
know what he means by Care and Nude: For 
I dare appeal to any 60d Man that ever was in 
that State, if he thought it not a Sweetning of his 
dai'y Labour to bring home a Loaf to his poor Fa- 
mily, and ſhare it amongft them. 
fle tion, that it was to maintain his Wife and little 
Babes, made him think the Sun and the Rain leſs 
intollerable; every Day's Labour contributed ſo 
much to his Felicity, as it did to his Advantage, 
and no Fatizues of the Day can ſo much diſpirit 
him, but he will play with his Children when he 
comes home at Ni ght. St. Auſtin ſays, Nallo mo- 


do ſunt eneroſi l. e amantium, fed etiam ipſi delec- | 


tant ſicut venantium, piſcantium Intereſt ergo quid 
ametur, nam in eo quod amatur aut non laboratur, 
aut labog amatur, I need not put this into Engliſl 
for the Benefit of the Fair Sex; they all of them 
know, that nothing is troubleſome to them, that 
tends 


The very Re- 
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The PREFACE. v 

Criticize upon it, I ſtall define Matrimony 
according to the Cannonifts, to be a ſacred Union 
of Man and Woman, not to be diſſolved but by 
the Death of one of them." Matrimonium eſt 
viri & mulieris Conjunctio individuam vitæ- 
Societatem continens.. | „ 
This is the (d) firſt and moſt ancient State, 
owing its Iuſtitution to the ſupreme Author of 
C 4&9: Nature; 


tends to the keeping a Child as it ſhould be: And 
the ſecret Joys that Parents have in the Health and 
Well-doing of their Children, are impoſſible to be 
expreſs'd, and can be comprehended only by them 
that have Children. Too many Peoples Pride indeed 


tramples upon natural Affection, and but too many 


others being. married againſt their Conſent, ſhew 
little or no Concern for the Product of an abomi- 
nated Bed : But this is not an Argument that Ma- 
trimony is a State of Care and Trouble, tho' it is 
certain they are unhappily married. | 

(4) Matrimony is ſo eſſential to the Felicity of 
Man, that original Juſtice, and the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the Univerſe, in the moſt glorious Condition it 


ever was in, could not make our firſt Parents abſo- 


lutely happy. Cd ſaid, It is not meet that Man 
ſhould be alone, I will make him an Helpmeet fer 
him, Gen. ii. 18. Be fruitful and multiply, was 
an Injunction that anteceded the very Condition of 
his Felicity; and we read this poſitive Command 
before that great negative one : But of the Tree of 
Knowledge of' Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not eat © 
it: For in the Day that thou eatef! thereaf thou ſhalt 


ſurety 


** 
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vi The PREFACE. 
Nature; and for the greater Conſequence, be- 
cauſe it is the Foundation of human Society, the 


Original of Families, and ef Kingdoms. Pri- 


ma Soeletas eſt in Conjugio, quod princi- 
pium urbis, ſeminarium Republic. 
Marriage 7s not ſolemniz d in the ſame Man- 


ner every where, but the Rules and Laws of 
Marriages are mere or leſs ſtrict, according 


to the Diverſity of Religion and Nations. A- 
mong the Chriſtians they are the moſt ſtrict, when 
the greateſt Part of other Religions, to mals 
Merriages more free, eaſy and fruitful, allow * e) 

: RP on 


ſurehy die. If in the State of Innocence there want- 
ed ſomething yet to make Adam perfectly happy: 


Doubtleſs we are more imperfect without it now, 
and as Woman was the Perfection of the Creation, 
the finiſhing Stroke of Nature, and Man's Felici- 
ty, no Wonder if they arrogate ſtill ſome Things 
extraordinary. to themſelves by Virtue of ſo anci- 
ent and illuſtrious a Charter. And indeed I be- 
lieve no Woman ever liv'd, but was lov'd at one 


Time or other, 


(e) Tis remarkable that in the Creation there 
was but one Woman, tho after ſome Proceſs of 


Time, the Sons of Adam took ſeveral Wives, and 


even Concubines were not criminal. If our mo- 


dern Policy would permit it now, there would not 


be ſuch exclaiming againſt a married State; for the 

reſtraining us to one particular Woman, and by the 

Tyranny of our Parents to that very individual one 

we cannot endure, how can we avuid oe ri 
| rable 


he muſt needs be ſa much the more happy, as they 


and charm, and engage the good Will of that Per- 


poſſeſs, and his Delight for them to deferve. As 
peopling the Face of the Earth, 1 believe few wilt | 
deny, but four Wives will bring a Man more Chil- i 
_ dren than one alone can do. | 


but what ſhe has given us a Remedy for: And if 


| The PREFACE vii 
Poiogamy and (f) Divorce. Yet, among all the 
different Laws and Cuſtoms in the World, there 
is no Nation ſo barbarons, as not to folemnize 
Zn e | Marriage 


rable? The Woman too being equally ſenſible of 


this Reſtraint, and unbiaſs'd by her own Inclina- 
tion, receives the colder Offers of her Huſband's 


Love with Neglect, if not Contempt; and know- 


ing he cannot marry any Wäiere elfe, is very little 
ſollicitous of his Tranquility, and looks upon him 
.as her Goaler that ſhould be her Jewel. Whereas 
on the other Hand, if a Man had ſe. eral Wives, 


could not be fo refratory to his Pleaſure: For the 
Favour of the ene would compenſate for the Un- 
kindnefs of the other, and the natural Vanity in 
Women to deſire to. be belov'd would reduce 
them here to .a Neceſſity of being obedient: And 
force them to ſtudy how to pleaſe, and humour, 


{on whoſe Love might make them happy, and who 
could- ſuffer. but little by their Contempt. In the 
Multitude of Rivals the Huſband would find his 
Happineſs, every one with emulous Haſte would 
run. to his Commands; and ftrive for the Superio- 
rity. in kis Heart, which would be their Pride te 


for the great End of Matrimony, which was the 


(Nature has made us incident to no Malad 


there 


vil "The : PREFACE. 
Marriage with ſome Rites, Ceremonies, and 
Paten Rejoicings. 

This made the Author enquire and obſerve 
 zvhat are uſed among the Chriſtians, Jews, 
Mahometans, and Idolaters, which make up 
the four Religions that are known to the 
World. And as the Religion of the Jews is the 
moſt ancient, and God has been pleasd in a 
peculiar Manner to bonour them with the Name 
of bis Choſen People; their Rites are firſt 
deſcribed in this T reatiſe of Marriage Cere- 


ment of the Candid Reader, and *tis  boped | 
may be to his Satisfattion. 


there were not ſuch a Method as W an 
unhappy Marriage would be a continued Miſery: 
| The iberty of parting would make the Women 
more dutiful at leaſt, if it did not make the Men 
more indulgent. The Neceſſity and Compulſion 
of living together makes great Part of the Uneaſi- 
neſs: And where People are forc'd to marry, as 
but too frequently they are, they will both of them 
deſire a Divorce, tho' neither of them are vicious 
enough to deſerve it. But 'tis certain, that if a Man 
might part from his Wife, ſhe would take more 


Care to avoid the Infamy of 1 udiated, 
BS . 


monies, which is here ſubmitted to the Judg- 


1 


— * 
a 


the' it be beneficial. Tou run ſeveral Riſques of Wind | 
Diſaſters, and all this to barter Commodity for Comme 


Upon the Enſuing. 


TREATISE. 


 ARRIAGE being, the (a) Port, or "Hanan, at 
v hich moſt of the Sons and Daug hters of Ewe den 

| fign to touch, ſaoner, or later; tis no Wonder 
that People are. univerſally. curious to know. 


;f a) That 79 \ properly. « a Port where Ships ride at An- 
var: Now, where the Cable is.not long enough to reach 
pic Boitem of the Deep, what aviſe Maſter will heave | 
out his Anchor? Marriage avill bear Jame what of Pro- 
portion with an Eaſt · India Foyage, becauſe: it is tedious, i 


and It cather, Enemies and Privateers, Diſeaſes and 


dity, upon which the Neeeffity or Vanity of the Purchaſer 
only puts the Price. Of late *tis become a Trade indeed, | 
or Trafiick : One givts away his Daughter to be chaſen 4 
Parliament Man, another throws away his Son for al 
Place at Court, a third values nothing, if his Daughter 
can be but a Lady, and tate Place of Alderman Gripee 1 
well's Family, # 
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10 REMARKS ox —_ 
how this C5) tickliſh Ceremony is perform'd in other 
Countries. We find here at home that the firſt Place 


i rally dip in, 15 the Service for Matrimony, I once 
WW: knew a raw Girl that could readily make all the Re- 
ſponſes in that Office, before ſhe could anſwer: to one 
Queſtion in her Catechiim. Which occaſion'd her Fa- 
ther, who was a grave old Gentleman, to wiſh that 
thoſe of her Sex would take as much Care to prepare 
themſclves for their latter, as for their firſt End, for ſo 
it proves to moſt of them. | 


inę go by Deſtiny, but for my Part, I am no Predeſti · 
narian ; neither do I believe, with the reſt of the World, 
that Matches are made in Heaven, any more than I 

believe that all Oxen are bought and ſold there, before 
they come to Smithfield Market. But tho' I am no Ad- 
mirer of Deſtiny, as I ſaid before, yet I would not have 
any one infer from thence, that T believe there's no Man- 
ner of Reſemblance between Hanging and Marrying : 

For Hanging, with Reverence be it ſpoken, as well as 

ii Marrying, is perform'd by tying a Fe) Knot, which 

Death only diſſolves, and then they agree too in this 

Particular, (which is more ſuitable to the Occaſion of 

the Book) that all civiliz'd Countries in the World ob- 


Wl (8) The Art Notions we have of Matrimony are 
enpting enough: Nature ſeems to plead very bard in 


bat it is very dubious, whether awe are diſappointed or 
ot in our moſt alluring Expectations > And if we are 
Wil Garli'd, it is a bitter Potion, and we are flung at laſt, 
% e were HickPd at firſt. | 

17 c) is moſt certain that Death difſolves the Knot of 
Matrimony, but not of the Executioner, that he muſt do 
WÞ:mm/elf, or the poor Criminal may h 
©. - Wt 


116 . 


Oh 
$017 * 


in che Commen-Prayer-Book that young Maidens gene- 


It has been frequently ſaid that Marriage and Haug- 


ſerve 


WW Favour of it; but there is ſo much Deceit in both Sexes © 


till be is Dead, 
; Dead, : 


* 0 3 


* ww 4X ST 


. they are not. 
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Serve different Faſhions in one no leſs than the other. 


The Roman Catholicks make a Sacrament of Matri- 
mony, and in Conſequence of that Notion, pretend it 
confers Grace. The Proteſtant Divines don't carry Mat- 
ters ſo high, but ſay this ought to be underſtood in a 
qualified Senſe, and that Marriage fo far confers Grace, 
as generally ſpeaking it confers Cd, Repentance, which” 
every body knows is a Step to Grace. . 

It muſt be confeſt on all Hands, tbat Marriage is 
the moſt ſerious Action that a Man can engage in, and 
therefore we ought to think of it, as we do of our latter 
End, with Fear, and e) Trembling. For this Reaſon, 
cannot endure to hear people paſs their ill-natur'djeſts, 


Dead, Dead indeed. If Death did net untie this fatal 
Kuot aubich our Tongues had ty'd; we ſhould be miſera» 
ble indeed: Not but that ſome People would be leſ ef- 
Fedive in a Family, if they had been dead neuer Jo long, 
than they are every Hour of their Lives. * | 
{d) No Man fhould generally conclude to the Diſad- 
vantage of a State of Life, becauſe he meets with a ftw 
Perſons, whoſe want of Knowledge and Care bade ex- 
pos d to ſome Inconveniencies. Every Man owes the Ho- 
nour he pretends to, to this Inflitution, and thinks it an 


unpardonable Afront to be call'd a Son of a Whore: Me 


claims his Eftate by the Legality of his Birth: And calls 
the Woman his own, becauſe. he is married to her, nay, 
bas an incommunicable Right to her: If ſome repent 
they are married, there is a confiderable Number repent 

(e) Every Man muſt die, but every Man does net 
marry ; why tremble at a diftant Evil which lies gene- 
rally in our Power to awoid? If a Man will nat be trod_ 
on, he muſt keep out of the Crowd: If be will not be a 
Cuckold, he muſt continue Angle: If he will have a Wife, 
let him take her, and be content. ” Neighbours Children 
muſt have Neighbours Fare. | 
= EN | upon 
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Fortune to meet with a good Wife, he ought to date 
his Happineſs in this World from that very Momeat; 
and if ſhe proves not as he deſires, he ought to look 
Hover the Catalogue of his Sins, and interpret it as a 


Part commend me to that Gestleman, who having mar- 
ried a Lady of an extraordinary Capacity, never com- 
plaia'd of his : Fate, nor made his Spoufe uneaſy, but 
honeſtly thank'd God, that now he had a Hole to put 
his Head in. J..... TW otro eD 

Phe Ladies that read this Book, will find ſufficient 
(Reaſon to thank Providence, that they were born in fo 
good natur'd an Iſland as ours is, where the Ptelimina- 
.nes to Mariage are nothing near ſo morofe and ſevere, 
as they are in ſome Places in the World. To give an 
Inſtance of this, our Author tells us, among the Sabrians 
(a Sort of mungril Chriſtians, that live on the Confines 
of Perfia next Turkey) the Parties meeting together at 
_ Church, the Minifter- makes 'the Bride fevenr before the 
omen, tbat che is a Firgin, As ill an Opinien as the 
World entertains of our Females, I am very well ſatis- 
y d, that there are above Forey Thouſand conſcientious 
Mives, within the Bills of Mortality, that would have 
Joſt all, before they would have taken ſo raſh and in- 
\ſnaring an Oath. How is it poſſible chat a Woman 
ſhould poſitively ſwear to un g imaginary th 


4 


- FE) And the greateft ſure that can 3er And I Tnbau 
mo moral Crime we/trwues %% heavy an e * Pu- 
mifoment, wnle/s ir Ge tht of believing 


[and tho* many Men vn ve been TmipoPd upon, yet one that 


there was ſuch a Thing: Ani us poor un Opinion, as le 
I | : | | has 


upon ſo holy an Ordinance; If it is a Man's good 


{C/) Viſieation, or at leaſt to take it patiently, For my 


1 Mutri- 
(eg) Certainly a Maiuenben it mot u rritiont Point, 
Has convers'd a little with Anatomy, wolf Inong f hut 


rood 
date 
eat; 


ook 


as a 
my 
nar- 
Om 
but 
put 


cient 
in fo 
1Na- 
yere, 
re an 
ian. 
fines 
er 'at 
e the 
s The 
ſatis- 
tions 
'have 
d in- 
oman 
hing, 
yhich 


Anbau 
Pu- 


lurri- 
Pol 7. 2 


e that 


baut 


as Le 
has 


an Uſaye among 
People, that was always demanding. St 
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which may. be loſt (the Lord knows how) between 
ſleeping and waking? This I am ſure of, that no Huſ- 
band was ever a ot m for preſerving m 5 


and unlawful. Oaths. TM 


Yet as great. a Haedſhip 81 3s this may ſeem to be, it 


is nothing in Compariſon of what Hardfhips are prac- 


tis'd in ſome Countries, even after the Nuptial Cere- 
monies are performed. Thus we find, That among the 
Ortel, if the» Women | find in the Bed the next Day any 

Signs of a loſt Virginity, they make a great Feaſt; but 
«when thats is wanting, they Jay nothing, tbe Bridegroom 
ſending back the Bride to her Relations and Friends. (5) 
The ſame inhuman Cuſtom, is likewiſe obſerv'd by the 
Per frans, as the Reader may ſee, by the Moors of Mo- 
rocco ; the Tubabitants. of the: Kingdom of Feu, by thoſe 
bf Algiers and Tunis; zy the. Spaniards avho retain this . 


_ Cnftom from the Moors 3 and lately by the Jews in Bar- 


bary. As for the latter don't 3 at ĩt, to ſind ſuch 
them, becauſe they were a ſtiff- necked 
s. and Tokens, 
nor among the Iufidels and Ma bometant, but that any 
Chriſtians: that are happily freed from the Levitical fon. 
Gage, mould fill hanker after the old ſuperſtitious Lea- 
ven, is Matter i of the greateſt Aſtoniſument to me. I 
cannot but reflett wich OE how many Ladies in 
65 of the Fair Se; if be doc dandemn'd to get all the 
Maidenheads in his own Parifs, 1 fear he woala petition 
to he hang d firſt. 
\ (4) Aud auby may not wwe Englith. 1 as juſt W 


cecdingt as.#ther- Countries? But afler aue have ven- 


tur'd to marry a young Woman upon the Report of ber 
own Friends and Relations, and ſind ber quite contrary - 


to our modeſt Eægpectutions, awe have no Remedy but Pa- 


tence, and Prudence to conceal their mutual Infamy, If 
a Woman. has anticipated her Parents Defirer, auly in- 
wy wo an OP Man ? 

B Englan 
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14 REMARKS. ou. 
England that now live comfortably with their Hoſbinds, 


and are bleſſed with a numerous Iſſue, had been ſname- 
fully diſcarded and ſent home, if ever ſuch an unrighte- 


. ous Faſhion as this got Footing among us. It ſeems to 
argue a great deal of Cruelty in the Men, that they 


ſhould reliſh no Pleaſure but what comes at the (i) Ex- 
pence of their deareſt Conſorts. But it is my daily 
Prayer, that Providence will protect the free-born Wo- 


men of England, from ſuch bloody minded Huſbands. + | 


But tho? the greateſt Part of the World, are fo extra- 
vagantly fond of Virginity, yet we find there are ſome 


People that have other Notions of Things. Our Au- 


thor acquaints us, That when one of Conchin marries, 
avhoſoever he is, he may not lie with his Bride the firſt 
Night, but is obliged to give her to a Bramino, who 
lies with her, and that they believe this to be a (#4) 
Favour, and a good Omen, I hope their Pariſhes in 
this Country are not of a large Extent, otherwiſe the 
Prieſt has more Work upon his Hands, than he will go 
through with, unleſs he keeps a Curate or two to relieve 
him, when Marriages come in thick. The Holders- 
forth of our Conventicles, affect to be thought great 
Pains-takers, and really deſerve the Name, for their 
Bands will teſtify for them both in the Dog days, and 


| out of the Dog-days, that they ſweat exceedingly: 
But, alas! what is this, if conſider'd in the ſame Scales 


with the Drudgery, that theſe Prieſts undergo in their 

(i) *Tis net /o great an Anguiſh, But it may be born 
evith ; noue ever dy'd under the Operation, as ever J 
read of, and yet I hawe ſeen ſome hang d for o:flouring 
Children of five and fix Years old. 

(% The C uftom of the Cougry makes it not infamous 
zo be prevented in the Virginity; and if thtir Ignorance 
paſſes fa far as to make it a Matter of Religion, the 
Prieft 1 think has the worſt of the Lay, who — obli- 


ged 4 conſecrate t. 
Miniſtry, 


oY $5. WW 'V- Br ®, 


they equally pretended to the Power of Loefing, as they 
their Hands than they could well diſpenſe with. Only 


mony, being likely to laſt as long as Mankind, they in- 


MATRIMONY. 15 

Miniftry. I have often wonder'd that the Popiſh Cler- 
gy that ſtand up ſo ſtifly fer the divine Right of firſt 
Fruits, don't troop: in Shoals to this Kingdom, when 
they voluntarily pay ſuch an extraordinary Tribute to 
16Ä»ṽßyj 5. 1 . | 
*Tis obſervable, that in moſt Countries of the World 
this Ceremony is perform'd by the Prieſthood, who, if 
do to that of Tying, they would have more Buſineſs upon 
in Turkey, married People are joined together by the 
Cadey, or Civil Magiſtrate, and here in Exgland in 
Oliver's Time by a (/) Juſtice of Peace; the Reaſon 
alledg'd for it then was, that none was ſo well qual:fied 
to mariy others as he, who, by his Office, was im- 
power'd to lay People by the Heels, and put them into 
the Stocks. V . 
As I have already taken Notice, Firginity 1s reckon'd 
ſo eſſential to Marriage in ſeveral Countries, that the 
pou Bride is inhumanly diſmiſs'd, and ſent home to 
der Relations, if ſhe be found defective in that Particu- 
lar; but, in this Author, we ſhall find, that all the 
World is not of this Humour. In Pegu, The King, 
and thoſe of the greateſt Quality, he not the firft Night 


(7 The Clergy alway; fecur'd every beneficial Office 
in their aun Hands, and this ſame Thing calld Matri- 


groſs'd it at firft. Not that there is any Reaſon wwhy I. 
ſhould aſe the Prieſt. leave to lie with a Woman when 
foe and I are agreed to it, any more than my Neighbour. 
The Reaſon for Ceremony in marrying is evident, becauſe 
a Man may prove a Villain, and run away from his 
Wife, and diſoaun her to her utter Deſtruction and Infa- 
my : But God who knows the Heart flands not in Need 
of any ſuch Witneſſes, and knows our mutual Engage- 
ments without a Certificate. 9 5 

| =Ss | ab 
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evith their Wives, but admit ethers, and (m) pay thim 
beuntifully that will give themſelves the Trouble. With 
all due Reſpect to our Women be it ſpoken, I humbly 
conceive that one Half, at leaſt, of the marr ed Men in 
this Kingdom, if they would ſpeak their Minds freely, 
muſt do their Wives this Juſtice, as to own that they 
ſav'd them this. Porter Drudgery, as a Monarch (not 
inferior 10 Soloman for Wiſſom) rightly call'd it. Our 
Neighbours of Scotland, before they came to be civiliz'd, 
uſed to lie the firſt Night with the Bride, their Vaſfal, but 
now they have (z) flung up fuch a' troubleſome Piece of 
State, and make their Tenants drudge for thetnfelves, 


We rail at the Church of Rome, and not without Rea- 
ſon, for exacting implicit Obedience from her Sons; 


but alas! what ſignifies it to take a few Articles upon 
the Credit of the Prieſt; but to take a Wife az our 


Author tells us they do in Maſcouy, and other Places, 


without ſeeing her once, or knowing what DefeQs ſhe 
may have, is ſomewhat hard upon the Subject. Hea- 
ven be prais'd, that here in Eng/and we are not forced 
to-boy. a Pig in a Poke; nay, there are ſome married 
Men in the World, that were as intimately acquainted 
tn) Every Marr that. receiver a Favour ought to re- 
turn it as he can, tho) if that were a Cuſtom among us, 


' T fancy they might have it at eaſy Rates enough, for ae 


Should find more Volunteers for that War, than preſi'd 

Men againſ# the King of France. 2 
(n) Tis not that the Scotch Nobility are grown im- 

potent or 'wviriuons But the Practice of the Chriftian 


Church is not conſiſtent with that Cuſtom, I in Pegu it: 


ao Drudgery. here it was a Delight, and therefore 
challeng'd by their Liege Lord. They never refign'd tnts 
Right, but the Church took it from em, as well as 


From us in England, where there are many Eftates avith 


that Royalty, 
with 


prudently allow for being but bare Men, and ibe unhappy 
| Sons of Adam, and therefore in all the Paſſages of our 
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with their Wives (o) before Marriage, as ever they 
were after. See now what it is to live under a Free 
Government, and to have Magna Charta on one's 
Side. 5 5 

To conclude theſe Reflections, it is my hearty Advice, 
That all unmarried Perſons would chuſe themſelves pro- 
per Spouſes by the firſt Opportunity, in order to recruit 
thoſe Numbers that have been deſtroyed in the Wars, 
and not ſuffer their Talents to lie buried in a Napkin; 
for which they muſt ſeverely anſwer one Day. And 
for thoſe that are married, the beſt Way they can take, 
as I preſume, is to live as eaſy as they (9) can, and 
ſollowing the Council of Hob/or, the Carrier, ſo to 
= hn themſelves, as not to tire before their Journey's 
End. | | : 


(%) It is apparent from that, that after Trial of each 
ether they lik'd ene the other; and as a Man could have 
it but once, what matters it to the World, when they 
agree to take it, or loſe it. The Man, gvas honeſt, and 
the Woman wenture/ſome's But ſhe knew, that he that ſaw 
the Pattern, would be ſure to buy the whale Piece. 

(þ) Since aue can't divine, what Pain or Pleaſure 
Providence has in Store fer us; we onpht io make. the 
Matrimonial Joke as little gauling to us, as pefſibly we 
can, and ſince we met not, but with Intentions of conſti- 
tuting each other's Felicity, in Part at Ra, we muſt 


Lives, very far from Angels. But this J darè be bold 
to advance, that while aue tick and flruggle in the Har- 
ne/53; awe make the Draught. but ſo much, the more 
troubleſome. N | | 
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M ARRIAGE CEREMONIES; 
| As now Uſed i in all ER. 


PARTS of he WORLD. 


COS. 1 |} TEAS 


PART J. 


The Rit ites obſerved in the M. arri ages of 
the Jews and Chriſtians. 5 


- 


c H Ar. I. 7 he Rites 22 5 the "RY | 


HE "FA ordinuily marry their Sons at Eigh- 
teen Years of Age, according to the Laws of 


the Talmud, and ſometimes ſooner to prevent 
(a) Incontinency; their Daughters may be mar- 


1 


- (a) In the — us Marriage, even among ft 
c hriftians, it is ſet down in the ſecond Place, and there- 
fore may be preſum'd, neither the leaft nor laſt Reaſon for 
Such a tender Corręſpondency as HEculd be between Man 
and Wife. Since Nature has given us Appetites, ſhe has 
pr ovided ſafe, lawful, and agreeable Means of Satisfying 
em; and to engage us the more readily, fhe has made em 


equally bonourable and con venient. 
ried 


N 
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ried as ſoon as they have compleated (5) Twelve Years 


and a Day 


When the Marriage of two Perſons is agreed, many 
of the Fews, both young and old, get together in ſome 


covered Place, where the younger takes every one in 


their Hands an Earthen Veſſel. The Marriage Con- 


tract is audibly read, and Notice given of the Day of 


Marriage, and it is alſo declared that the Party which 
mall not ſtand to what is agreed, ſhall pay the other fo 
much as is-concerted betwixt them. Afterwards they 
wiſh all Happineſs to one another, and then the young 


| Fewws throw their Veſſels (c) on the Ground, conclad- 


ing the breaking of them foretels good Fortune and 
Plenty, When they go away, there 1s one at the Door, 


() So early a diſpoſing of their Daughters, had doubt- 
leſs an eye to the Neceſſity of preventing thoſe unhappy 
Miſcarriages, which proceed frem forward Defires, and 


irregular Affeaions. For at thoje tenaer Years, they 
can hardly be preſum'd to have Prudence, Precaution, 


Carefulneſs, Diſcretion, or Acquaintance enough with 
the Affairs of the World, to be a wiſe Aſſiſtant to a 
Man in the more weighty Occurrences of his Life; yet © 
the Jews indulg'd it through fear of more deplorable Con- 


Sequences. 


(c) TI ould rather imagine that this Ceremony of 405 
rying Earthen Veſſels, and breaking of them, was an Em- 


| Glem of the Frailty of eur mere wordly Delights and 


Purpoſes; and that the daſhing of them auas not a Prog- 
noſtication of their future Felicity, but a Sort of Impre- 
cation, that wwhoever of them ſhould wiolate cr. break 
their Troth fo ſolemnly plighted in the Preſence of God, 
and the Congregation, ſhould be ſo rended ta pieces by 
the. Cares and Anxieties of the World, and the juft 
Vengeance of Heaven, and be as wile in the Eyes. of 


all good Men, as the uſeleſs Shreds of thoſe Earthen 


Fe els. 


* that 


| Matrimonial Ceremonies diſplayd. 


gives every one a Glaſs of Wine to drink, and 


fometimes Confits. He that is to bleſs the Marriage 
takes 'a Glaſs of Wine, which he (4) biefles, and 
having taſted it, gives it to the married Couple to drink, 
Who afterwards go not abroad for (e) eight Days, 
during which many young Men viſit the Husband to 
divert him, and be merry with him. 
The Woman is obliged to waſh herſelf in cold Wa- 
ter the Day before the Marriage, and ſhe is put into a 
Bath by the Women, who make a great Noiſe, that 
- every one may know that ſhe is to be a Bride, Many 
of theſe Women ſing ayd dance in her Preſence, but 


that Levity is not approved among thoſe in Years, 


The Bridegroom ſends to the Bride the Matrimonial 
CinQure or Girdle, with a Gold Buckle, the Bride 
ſends the like to him, only with this Difference, that the 


Buckle is (7) Silver. 
The 


(4) The Bleffing 'f a Har iis erateful Acknow- 


ledgment that we owe all our Plemy to our Maker's 
Bounty; and to eau us while aue do our Duty chear- 


takings. 

(e) The Jews were always full of their > B30 "TR 
Bees and Rites, which their Policy and Perwver/- 
neſs had crowded into the Number of thoſe, which they 
had the expreſs Commands of God for: Il hat was their 
Drift & continuing them thus formally Priſoners for 
eight Days in their own Houſe, I cannot unravel, unleſs 
to prevent their Familiarity with other Perſons, which 
might lay a F oundation of Jealouſy, the worſt Weed that 
ever ſprung up in Matrimony. 

(f) 7 would not be thought molicions in farting 4 
Queſtion here, a- betber from the Ineguality of their Pre- 
ents, the Man does not do the Woman more Honour in 
_ 1 ber to be his Wi e, than foe does the Man in ad- 

mitting 


fully, we may depend upon his proſpering all our Under- 


Matrimonial Ceremonies diſplay'd, 2 1 
The Wedding-day, the Bride is dreſs'd according to 


her Condition, 7. e. as richly as ſhe can, after the 


Faſhions of the Country; then ſhe is conducted by 


Women who fing before her into a Chamber where her 


Head is dreſſed very fincly,' while other Women (g) 
ſing and dance in her Preſence, to make her chearſul, 


they eſteeming theſe Ceremonies very acceptable to 


God. When the Husband is to receive the Bene- 


_ dition publickly, four young Men carry a Canopy 


into ſome publick Place, or Garden, where the. Solem- 
nity is to be performed. 163 ene, ee, 
The Bridegroom: aecompunied with his Friends, and 
the Bride on the other Side with many Women, and 


Inſtruments of Muſick, meet under the Canopy, and 


every one ſays, Bleſia be be that cometh: The Bride- 
room walks three Times round; his Bride, and takes 
er by the Hand, then the Company throw (+) Corn 
upon them with that ſaying in the Scripture Phraſe; 
Craſcite & Multiplicaming, 4 and Multiply.” 
In fome Places with Corn, they throw alſo Money, 
which the poorer Jau, pick up, During this - Cere- 
HB: | He: BT, mony, 


mitting | bios to be her Lord and Mafter : Much leſs will 


Jay it determines the fictitious Diſpute between Ju- 


piter and Juno, and that the Woman in the moſt en- 


 dearing Goncerns of Lowe, receives mbre ample: Joy than 


(g) Mufich, and Singing, and Dancing, and. ſuch like 
Marks of Fey, are ta divert the new. married Couple 
from: any too deep and ſerious Refletions upon what is fo 


near doing, and if done, not lo be undone, for ſuch ſullen | 


Damps upon their Spirits, might be loofd upon as un- 


happy. Omens. e | 

(h) This Sireawing of Corn upon their Heads, was 19 
 betoken their avorlaly Encreaſe in Children and Sub- 
fance; and doubilr/s, auas the Origin of our Bride Gates 
among the Chriflians, | 
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22 Matrimonial Ceremonies diſplay d. 
mony, the Bride holds the Bridegroom by the Right 


hand, and it is neceſſary ſhe turn her Face to the. South, 
for the Rabbies have left this writ in the Talmud; 


That if the Bed be ſo placed as to look to the (7) 


South, there ſhall be many Children. The Rabbi 


which joins them takes a Glaſs of Wine, and rehearſing 


the Prayers that are in the Mahzor, after he has taſted 
gives to the married Couple to drink. If the Bride be 
a Virgin, he gives her a narrow Glaſs, if a Widow, 
one (4) wide, and the Rabbi receiving from the Bride- 


- groom a Gold plain Ring, calls ſome Witneſſes, and 


mewing it to them, aſks if it be gold. Then he puts 


it on the Bride's ſecond Finger, and reads aloud the 


Contract of Marriage; after takes another Glafs full of 


Wine, and giving Thanks to God that the new mar- 
ried Couple have plighted their Troth, he gives it 


them to diink again: The Bridegroom having drunk, 


. Caſts the Glaſs with all his Force againſt the Wall, or 


Ground, that it may break, in Memory of the (/) 
Deſtruction of FJeru/alem. In ſome: Places they lay 
Aſhes on the Bridegroom's Head in Memory of the 


Temple, burnt, and for this very Cauſe, he wear? 


a black Cap on his Head, as they do who are in 
— w 1 5 
FED! | | Na The 


* 


(i) This is a practical Duibble upon the genial Heat 
of the Meridian Sun, as if it promir'd a Power in Pro- 
creation. 5 | | 


(uk) This is ſuch another Pun, as the Poſition of the 
Bridal Bed; but ſomewhat more palpable and luſcious. 
(1) Vi Men quill not let their Joys be too exceſſive, 


| for that ſhews a Levily of Temper very unbeſeeming the 


holy Ceremonies they are about; beſides, overmuch Laugh- 
ter is not /o much an Indication of Felicity as Folly : 


And nothing can bring ſo ready a Check to our favelling - 


Mirth and Alacrity, as a ſerious Remembrance of our Di/- 
gbedience, and God's Judgments, 


8. 
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The Bride has a black Cap too on her Head, 0 
ſhew they are both afflicted for the Deſtruction of the 
Temple, even in their greateſt Rejorings. The married 
Couple are led to a Banquet, where being ſat, the 
Bridegroom is cbliged to ſing a long Prayer the beſt he 
can, and at the ſaine Time, an Egg, and a () Hen 
dreſs'd are ſet before the Bride. He preſents her a 


ſmall Piece of this Hen, and preſently the Gueſts, as 
well Men as Women, ſcramble for the reſt, and tear it 


in Pieces with their Hands, whoever ge ts the greateſt 
Share is reputed the moſt fortunate of the Comyany ; 
ſo they ſnatch from one another with Out-cries, to 
make the new married merry. As for the Egg, which 
is raw, it is thrown in ſome one's Face, and if there 
happen to be a () Chriſtian preſent, he is not ſpared. 
This Egg 1s preſented firſt to the Bride, that it may be 
ominous for her bearing Children, as eafily as the Hen 
her Eggs. After theſe Diverſions, the Table is ſpread 
with good Meat, and then they forget the (o) Temple 
* 5 F 
lm) Egg: are alimentitious, and denote a prolifick 
Duality,, The Hen may give too many of our Modern 
Wives to underſtand, that a married Woman ſhould be 
careful, loving. induſtrious, no Gadder abroad, but with 
Intentions of meliorating ber Family Aﬀairs in lawful 
Ways, providing for her young Brood with indefatigable 
Pains, and when they are duly fed, to cheriſh, ſuccour - 
and defend them; Nurfing their Children, being more 
eſpecially the Province of the Women. EEE 
(n) Differences in Religion always leaves a Bittere 
neſs of Centempt upon the Parties, when they meet lo- 
gether ; and no Ceremonies are ſo holy in themſelves, 
- this Animofity will burſt out even at the Horns of the 
tar, | | 
40) Ve are generally more Maſters of ourſelves in the 
Beginning of our Entertainments, than when the _ 
an 
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Phe Wedding 
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and Jeru/alem. When they have eat, they dance the 
Wedding Dance, inſtituted (as they ſay) by God him- 


ſelf. The moſt honourable: Perſon takes hi Bride- 
groom by the Hand, he another, and ſo the reſt, till 


they all join in the Dance. Phe chieſeſt among the 


Women likewiſe takes the Bride, and they join as the 
Men, ſo that the Dance is very long and confuſed. 
continues ſometimes eight Days, but it 
is exprelly (p) forbid the Fewws to invite any Chriſtian, 
becauſe they believe the good Angels flee their Com- 
pany, and that the "Ba ones follow _ 7h 


and Converſation 507 "added fee Fire to * boiling 
Blood We firſt forget Religion over the Variety e our 
Cups, 'as if the Multitude or M. tue cf our Bleſſings, 
made us les indebted to the bountiful Hand that Faſo 
em; and no Wonder if ve forget our fel ves, Mer v 


have fo ungratefuliy forgotten God. 
(p) That mighty Antipathy between Jew and Chriſtian 


 heeps them always at an equal Diſtance and Variance at 


the Bottom of their Hearts: And tho? they could not but 


think their Temple aefel'd by the Company of Chriſtians 
formerly, and in ſome Manner ſtill: Yet 755 Policy does. 


admit of Chriſtians at their Weddings, as being Jo many 
Witneſſes of the Legitimacy of their Chilaren, which 
awould be ſometimes unbappily call'd_in Qusſtion after 
their Parents Deceaſe. Howewer, moſt 'of "the Rites 


are Innovations, by the more modern Jews © 2 Fr in ihe 
Beginning they 1855 a _ TOO" 4 0 7 and went 


an to . Wh 


. ” —_ N I 
3 11171 * 3 0 je ETA. SW 


The 


| | 


tian, 
om 


ling 
re L : 
our 
ngs 5 
o 
* wwe 


tian 
E 
but 
ians 
does. 
any 
hich 
er 
tes 

4 
ben. 


"he 


The Ceremonies uſed in the Mar- 


riage of CHRISTIANS. 


The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the Ro- 


70 which great Privilege we muſt add that of Concu- 


** 


G HA i 


man Catholicks. 


P OLIGANMY, (a) or the Uſe of many Wives, 
is common among the Infidels, but ſo firiatly - 
0 N 0 LON | . forbid 


BY ) The Poligamy was indulg'd the Jews to 4 very 
evonderful Number, Solomon having no le/s than 700, 


bines, - whereof he had 300; yet *tis remarkable, that 
"till the fixth Generation from Adam, we do not meet 
avith one fingle Inſtance of it: For it is ſaid pathe- 
tically, that Lamech took unto him two Wives, Hows 
ever, if it were a Sin in itſelf, God would have repre- 
bended David for it, in other Terms than Nathan did in 
the Affair of Uriah, where the Prophet enumerates it as 
a fignal Bounty of God to him, that he gave him his 
Mafter*s Houſe, and his Maſter's Wives into his Baſom; 
therefore if it had been heinous, God would not have tole- 
rated it as he did. 5 9 OY : 
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forbid the Chriſtians, that they can have only- (5) 
one Wife on Pain of Death, and ſhe they muſt 
marry in the Church, and before the Pariſh Prieſt or 
Curate. All other Marriages contracted are declar'd | 

invalid and clandeſtine, and the Iſſue eſteemed Baſtards, 
and alſo diſabled Succeſſion. The Ceremonies in the 

Marriages of the Church of Rome, have been preſcribed 

by Councils, That of Trent, for the preventing A- 

buſes, annuls all Marriages not ſolemnized before the 

(c) Pariſh Prieſt of one of the Parties, and therefore, 
according to the Decrees of the Roman Church, as ſoon 
as they have reſolved a Marriage, the Prieſts of thoſe 
Churches to which the Pariſh belongs are obliged to 

make (4) Publication three Sundays, or Feaſts next en- 
| - ſuing, 


() Since a wiſe Man finds his Hangs full, and his 
Heart full; his Head full, and his Houſe full of one 
Fife, don't he deſerve to be hang d for a Fool, that will 

| be troubled with tau? ot TS 
() Tis not that one Prieſt is more efficacious than 
another, or ties the eaſier Knot; but "tis to ſecure o 
much perquifite to their Cure. 
(4) Publication is of extraordinary Benefit and Secu- 
rity to the Parties: For by theſe Means many Marriages 
may be prevented, which are very unreaſonably con- 
| cluded on by all Parties: The Daughter engag' d on one 
Hand, the young Man on the other, and this Inconvent- 
ency not being diſcover'd "till tis no longer to be reme- 
died, how many Miſeries doth it create to both Families, 
But Pride and Covetouſne/s has kick'd it quite out of 
the common Praftice amongſt the Nobility and Gentry, * 
nay, and even the inferior Ranks of Mankind: It being 
à Sort of a Reproach to the married Couple, not to be © 
able to buy a Licenſe: Tho" the Papiſts reckoning Matri- 
mony a Sacrament, are pretty regular in their Adnini- 
Hr ag 7. 0 | TS, 


| 

1 2 
4 = 
3 


* 


- (6) 
muſt 
ſt or 


lar'd | 
ards, | 


the 
1bed 
Tang 
> the 
fore, 
ſoon 
hoſe 
d to 
t en- 
ing, 


a his 
” one 
«will 


than 
e o 


decu- 
ages 

con- 
z one 
veni- 
eme - 
ilies, 


ſome Complement directed in the Ceremonial, and 
afterwards the Prieſt takes them by their Hands, 
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ried, and if not engaged before to others. 
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ſuing, that all the Pariſhioners having Notice of the in- 
tended Marriage, may declare to the Prieſt, if they 
know it, any lawful Impediment. | - 
When no Cauſe appears to hinder the Marriage, 
they are both taken by their Parents to the Bride's Pa- 
riſh Church, where they mutually promiſe Marriage be- 
fore the. Prieſt, who aſks if they are content to be mar- 
This Cere- 
mony 1s only a Preparation, and a Pledge to receive the 
Sacrament of Marriage, for which no one can be re- 
leaſed but in the Biſhop's Court, which condemns either 
Party in Coſts and Damages, and to a Fine, that will 
depart from it. : | 

In ſome Biſhopricks after the Marriage is reſolved, 
they make. ſolemn Promiſes before the Publication in 


the Chorch. . 


The Day before the Marriage, the betrothed after 
Confeſſion go to receive the Communion, and the Day 


following are conducted to Church, where the Prieſt 


when he has asked their Names and Surnames, de- 
mands of them if they are content to -be married, if 
they have made no ſolemn Vow or Promiſe of Mar- 


| riage to others, if they engage to love and live faith- 


fully to each other? When all theſe Queſtions are 
anſwer'd in the Affirmative, he bleſſes the Ring and 
thirteen Pieces of Money, which he gives to the Bride- 
groom. | 1 

The Bridegroom firſt puts the Ring on the fourth 
Finger of the Bride, ſaying, with the Prieft, Vith this 
Ring I thee wed, and then giving her the Money, goes 
on, With my Goods 1 thee endow; ſhe anſwers with 


ſaying to them, Et ego conjungo vos in nomine Patris, 
& Filii, & Spiritus Sandi, Amen. After which he 
ſprinkles them, and all the Company with Holy Water. 


After the Nuptial Benediction, the new married aſſiſt 


2 at 
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at the Holy Sacrifice of the Maſs, each holding a lighted 
e. Candle with which they go to kiſs the Crucifix, 
aud preſent Bread and Wine to the Prieſt, according to 
the ancient Uſage of the Church, If they were never 
married before, two of their neareſt Relations holds 
a Cloth over their Heads while the Prieſt recites the 
Prayers. 
When the Maſs is ended, the Prieſt pidſlats the. 
Church Regiſter to the new married, that they may 
ſubſcribe the Act of Matrimony which he has drawn 
up; After that, they all return in the Order they came. 
At Night, before they go to Bed, the Prieft bleſſes the 


Bed itſelf where they are to ( conſummate their Ma. 
tri mony. 


In moſt Parts of Italy, the Marriage Contract is not 


made in the Church, but only before the Prieſt; then 
making the uſual Publications, they are married at 
Noon with great Ceremory, or before Sun riſe, with- 
out Pomp or any Ceremony, the Bride being led to 
Church by her own. father, if alive, or her next Re- 
lation. 

When a noble Venetian marries, a Day is I ppeistad 
for giving the Ring to the Bride, whom they call the 
new married Wife, and the Function is per formed in 
her Houſe 1 in the 1 of many other Nobles, ria 
Rela- 


Fi-(g 7 be Roman -Catholicks having added this Cere- 
mony to the Number of their Sacr aments, have illuſtra- 
ted it with a great many Formalities anſwerable to the 
reſt of the Trumpery of their Church; and have mane 
it cent enough, if they would but throw by the Su- 
perſßitton. 

FP, Notavithftanding the Pries Goodne/s and Care 
in conſecrating the Auptial Beds, I am of Opinion it 
na bes the Sheets neer a whit the ſmoother, or the 
tumbling of them more prolifick, or their Content more 
continual, 
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Relations and Friends that come thither, and are invited 
to an Entertainment. After this, they formerly uſed to 


let the Bride be ſeen uncovered in a Gondola, adorned 


with the richeſt Jewels, but now ſhe is to be ſeen in 
the Zor/o, and in publick Places with other Ladies, her 
Face cover'd with a Veil, and led by the (g) Bride- 
groom, who may be freely with her in her Houſe, and 
then they receive the Sacrament at Church, and ſo con- 
ſummate the Matrimony ; when the Bride's Houſe is 


| open, and they have dancing the greateſt Part of the 


Night. 


The Sicilians uſed heretofore to make the Contract, | 


and receive the Nuptial Benediction in their-own Hov- 
ſes, and only received the Sacrament at the Death of 


one of them, but that is forbid by the Council of 


Trent; the Brides likewiſe went on Horſeback through 
the City in great Pomp and 'Frain, but 'that Cuſtom 1s 
Jaid afide fince the Invention of Coaches, Now after 
the Articles of Marriage are ſigned, the Bridegroom 
may converſe freely with his Bride, and ſometimes they 
live many Years in the State of % Matrimony with- 

| 3 out 


(2) There are too many People awhoſe Acquaintance 
with the Genius of their own Country, makes them not 
expoſe their Wemen to ſuch public View, as others 
their Neighbours do; and by this Reftraint tempt more 
of them to be wicked, than peradventure would be ſo; 
if bred up with a more indulgent, and leſs cenſoricus 
Hand. And tho” they know they ſeldom let ſlip an 
Opportunity of being kind, yet under theſe Circumſtances 


they auill truſt them together: Becauſe, if a Man would * 


. endeavour any uncommon Freedom, he is ſure to be labb'd. 
Not, but that the Woman too may reſtrain herſelf a 


little, rather than hazard the Conveniencies of her 


Cloak. I | 
(+) The Hollanders do ſo many Times; and have ſeve- 
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out the Offices of the Church. At the Marriapes of the 
: Country People they dance very much, and there is al- 


ways a great Number of Gueſts, Relations and others, 
for they are obliged. to regale the new married, when 
they have been entertained three Times. Their Fe aſts 
are with bak'd Meats and Rice milk. : 

la France the Bridegroom, attended by his Relations 
and Friends, goes to wait upon the Bride at her Houſe, 
to conduct her to Church. He goes firſt betwixt two 
of his Kindred, and is followed by all the young Men, 
who walk two and two together, the married Men 


preceding in the Ceremony. The Bride comes after 
drxeſs'd in her beſt Apparel having on her Head a little 
- Crowa of white Flowers, or Pearls, and in ſome Places 


they appear with their Heads ba e, and their Hair 
150 7 down. Two of her neareſt Kindred lead her 
by the Hand, and ſhe is followed by all the Maidens in- 


vited to the Wedding, in the ſame Order as the young 


Men before, every one having a little Crown like to 
that of the Bride. All the other Women then follow 
according to the Nearneſs of their Relation, and the 
Proceſſion ends with a Servant of the Bridegroom, or 


- Bride, who carries the Bread in one Hand, and the 


Wine in the other, which the new married are obliged 


to preſent in the Church. They return then from the 
Church in the ſame Order they went, only they mu- 
tually change thoſe who lead them thither. 


In ſome Provinces, as ſoon as they are returned 
| ge home 


ral Children before they paſs through the Formalitits of 


the Church; nay defer it ſometimes to the very Inſtant 
of Death And the Children born in Juch Familiarity 


and Cohabitation, are every where look'd upon, and in- 


cherit as legitimate: So that the Benediction of the 


Priiftly Function is not thought indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
the making ſuch a Commerce not criminal: Tho“ in ober 
Places they have wheedled Mankind into ſuch a Belief. 


Chamber where they are to lie. 
'(4) Entreaty before ſhe ſuffers herſelf to be undreſs'd, 
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all their Kindred, Friends, and Gueſts bring their (7) 
Preſents, and lay them in a large Baſon that ſtands be- 
fore the new marricd People, the Violins and other mu- 
ſical Inſtruments playing briſkly ; in others, they make 
their Preſents the Day after the Marriage, and in ſome 
again it is not cuſtomary to preſent at all. 5 

The Bridegroom fits not down to the Entertainment 
with his Friends, but ſtands behind the Bride, who is in 
the moſt honourable Place, he being obliged to ſerve 
her, and fee every thing accommodated for her in the 


beſt Diſpoſition and Order. After the Feaſt he leads 


her to dance, the young Men and the Maidens continue 
dancing, while the married Men and Women after a 


convenient Time, attend the new married Couple to the 
The Bride uſes ſome 


but after a little Reſiſtance, pretending to ſubmit by 
Force, is delivered over to the Bridegroom to conſum- 
mate the Marriage, and to gain, as they call it, ber 


Dowry: In ſome Places the poor Bride has not the Li- 


berty to'go to Bed when ſhe pleaſes, becauſe they teaze 


her firſt very much, and oftentimes after ſhe has been 


lead 


(i) This is mort grid folloaued by ſome of private 


Capacities, and it is only a ſordid Way of picking u tbe 


common charges of the Wedding Feaſt: For no Relation 
or Acquaintance will refuſe io make his perſonal Appear- 


' ance at ſuch a critical Fundure; for it would not only 


book niggardly and pitifully in them; but give the ſame 


Handle to all the Company to refuſe them coming, when 
they either married themſelves, or any of their Friends; 
"tis a compendious Way of knowing what you have to 
truſt to on both Sides. : 
(4) What a formal Piece of Hypocriſy is this to trifle 
away Time in, retarding what peraavuenture ſas only 
married for. | | | 
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lead about all (2) Night, they give her in the Morn- 
Ing to her Bridegroom, who pays. ſome Money to the 
Bride men for her: 
The next Day the new married receive the Com- 
lements of all their Relations and Friends, and likewiſe 
of their Neighbours, to whom it is cuſtomary to make 
ſome Entertainment. At Paris the Bride receives the 
Viſits dreſs'd, and upon her Bed, and by Candle Light 
only ; but now the greater Part of Perſons of Quality 
there, privately marry in the Night, and without any 
Ceremony. 
The Spaniards Cm) uſe in a manner the ſame Rites 
as the French and Italians, dut have beſides a Cuſtom 
which 


60 This is a goed reafus ble Practice; becashe the 
Hunting the Woman dewn takes from her. natural Vigour, 
and makes the Man a mere equal Champion in the Lifts. 
In ſome Parts of France, the Briae and Bridegroom are 
put to Bed, and look up while the Company dance, and 
after they have been in Bed about two Hours, the Com- 
pany re enters with a Sack Poſſet or Hypocras, and all 
fitting round the Bed, drink and laugh, and joke with 


| the new married Couple : And this is done out of Compla- 


cency to the Man, to get him a Breathing-while. 
(m) As the Spaniard is a wery tenacious Man of 
ewhatever is a Cuſtom; ſo we cannot wonder much, if 


Be is proud of theſe Spoils, and expaſes the Trophies, 


theſe Enfigns of his Fortitude; nor can I call them inde- 


cent neither, becauſe it wwas a Law of Moſes, and there- 


fore from God himſelf. But fince there is no longer that 
79 So of keeping their Tribes entire; the Spaniard 

T ſhould think might wave this undeligbiful Spectacle; 
for admitting the worſt, thire is not more Difficulty for a 


- Woman counterfeiting this than her Maiden-head: So 


that this Oftentation is not a Proof of the Womar's 


Virginity, tho it is Ay. a ng" one of the Mens 
JV. anitye 
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which they retain from the Moors, who were a long 
Time Maſters of their Country, to expoſe to View the 
Morning after the Marriage, out of a Balcony, or 
Window, the Sheets in which the new married lay, to 
teſtify the Bride's Virginity, calling it in their Language, 
La Verginidad de la Mucher, | | 

Formerly the Germans married none but thoſe of their 
own Nation, to keep themſelves (a) free from the In- 
tereſts of other People. They married not their Daugh- 
ters til] arrived to a competent Ape, and their young 
Men were backward enough in their Amours, from 
whence it came that the Children of two grown Per- 
ſons, and ſtrong in their perfect Ape, were large and 
robuſt, They obſerve ſtill not to marry their Sons, 


but to Women that are luſty, vigorous, and likely to 


breed Children well. The Rites and Ceremonies of 
their Marriages, are like thoſe of other Nations in 
Europe. Only they have this Singular among them, 
that the young Women which are marriageable, wear at 
the r their Companions, Crowns of Gold or 
Flowers, which are not uſed by others. All the Gueſts 
make ſome Preſent of a Jewel or Money, either Gold 
or Silver, which Offerings are put into a Baſin, ſet near 


the Bride, who fits among the Women at Table, and 


this is always attended with ſome Words of Excuſe. 
There are alſo ſome free-Marriages; where rich Perſons 
are at all the Expence, and others, where every one pays 
for himſelf, and theſe Entertainments laſt at leaſt een 
| | 15 : ays, 


(n) If thiy let them/alves free from the Interefts of i 
their Neighbours, they likewiſe depriv'd themſelves of i 
And being ford thus | i 

to marry amongſt themſelves, a young Man had not % 


the Benefit of their Friendſbip. 


much room to puſh his Fortune, but was oblig'd to marry 


into ſuch and ſuch a Family: And to make ſome Sort r 
Amends, they ſneakingly expected a Preſent from all their || 


Relations, as ſome Part of the French do. 
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Days, during which Time, the new married are attended 
by great Numbers of Perſons, inſomuch that an Artiſan 
ſhall have oft-times more than ſixty of his own Rank 
that ſhall bear him Company, for the more he has, the 
greater Reputation it gives him. Perſons of Honour 
and Quality vſe to give the next Morning after the Con- 


ſummation of the Marriage, their Bride a Chain of {o) 


Gold, or ſome other Jewel, in Recompence for her loſt 
Virginity, and this Regale or Preſent, is call'd Morgen- 
gal, becauſe they give it as ſoon as they riſe. 
If any Woman marries a Man after ſhe has been 
enjoyed by him, ſhe goes early to Church without any 
Muſick, and ſometimes, eſpecially in the Country, all 
the Neighbours having Crowns of Straw, accompany her 
and the Bridegroom to Church. In many Places the 
Bride is obliged to renounce all the Rights of her 
Family, which is done by throwing Straw into her Pa- 


rents Houle; and if the Bride cries not when. ſhe is 


married, that gives Suſpicion of her Chaſtity ;. ſo to 
prevent ſuch a Cenfure, many uſe Art to make Tears 
come. | | TT; 
The Franconians obſerve in their Marriages to have 
the Bridegroom walk betwixt two Perſons, Drums and 


Trumpets going before, and the Relations and Friends. 
follow him two and two to the Door of the Church, 


where they ſlay and wait the Coming of the Bride; 


Coe. The Fendneſi of ſome Men laid the Foundation for 
the Slinefs of ſome Women, to exact what they had not 
a juſtifiable Title to. And one thinking hiniſelf under a 
Neceſſity of following ſuch a prejudicial Example, rather 
Il than have his Honour or Affection call'd in Queſtion, it 
As now ſo eſtabliſp'd a Practice, that what with one Pre- 
ent or other, the Woman has half her own Fortune back 
again in fix Weeks after ſhe married. In the Beginning 
 *rwvas not ſo, for Women had always Portions, but never 
: Fointures till of late. : 
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before whom ſome Singers walk with many Maiden, 
and after her follow a great Number of Women wearing 
long Mantles of black Cloth, which are faffened about 
their Necks by Silver Buttons, and contract Marriage 
in the Pre ſence of the Prieſts according to the Uſage of 
the Roman Church. | | : 

In Poland, and eſpecially in the Countries of Prua, 
Samogitia and Lithuania, .the young Women do not 
marry before the Age of twenty-four Years, or at leaſt 
not before they have wrought with their {p) own 
Hands Cloth and Garments to preſent every one that 
attends the Bridegioom to Church. When the Father 


ſeeks a Wife for his Son, he conſiders neither Beauty 
nor Fortune, but only her (4) Manners, whether ſhe 


be of an agreeable Age, if ſhe has a Body likely to con- 
ceive and bear Children. Having found ſuch an one, 
ſhe is taken away by ſome of the Bridegroom's Kindred, 


after which they apply for the Father's Conſent to 


compleat the Marriage. Theſe People retain ſtill many 
Relicks of Pagan Superſtitions : for in the Functions or. 
Ceremonies of Matrimony, they make the Bride go 


(6) Hew unhappy auould the Engliſh Ladies be, if re- 


duc d to jo ſevere Work by theſe Pagan Infitutions; not 


marry till taventy-four Years of Age? Why ave have 
many that are Grandmothers at that Age? And not 10 
marry till they had wrought ſo much Cloth, this is more 
execrable than t'ether ; we ſhould not have ten Women 
married in England, in four and twenty Generations, tho! 
only the Bridegroom's Brothers avent with him. | 


. We fhould not have ſo many ſcandalous Trials 


and Diworces, if our Parents would be thus wiſe, to 
encourage us to love Virtue, and the inward Riches of 
the Mind, and value a Woman for her Goodneſs, not her 
Knick-Knack-Graces. Beauty is a good Accident in a 
Wife, not always material; for a nice Appetite ſhews a 
weak Stomach, therefore is it that aue are /o efftminate, 
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| Beaſts: The Omen might be as good, and as infallibly 
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three Times round the Fire, then fit down, waſh her 
Feet, and with that Water ſprinkle the Bed; and all the 
Moveables that belong to the new- married Couple. They 


anoint the Bride's Mouth with Honey, cover her Eyes 


with a Veil, and ſo lead her blindfold to all the Doors 
of the Houſe, which ſhe muſt ſtrike with her Right 
Foot. They throw Wheat, Rye, Oats, Barley, Ricz 
and Beans at the Doors, ſaying, 'That the Bride ſhould 
never want any of thafe Grains if ſhe continue to be de- 
vout in her Religion, and takes care of the Aﬀairs of her 
Family. That done, they take the Veil from before her 
Eyes, and have a Banquet; but at Night, when it is 
Time to go to Bed,, they dance and cut off her Hair, 
then ſome of the Women wrap her Head in a white 
Linnen Cloth, which ſhe may wear till ſhe have a Son 
born, for till then ſhe is called a Girl. Laſtly, She is 


taken to her Chamber, where after being jocularly 


pinch'd and beat, they deliver her to her Bridegroom, 


who they give to eat Cr) Goat or Bear Stones toge- 


ther, inſtead of Sweet: meats add other Delicacies, 
which they are of Opinion, help Procreation, and there- 
fore in their Marriage Feaſts, they have no Fleſh of any 


Creature that was (5) gelt. 


In the Iſland cf Goa, the Chriſtians that marry, ne- 
ver ſee their Brides but at Church, and without ſpeak- 


(r) All People at Wedding have à wicked Intention of 
promoting Leachery : Some do it more clandeſtinely, but 
every one wiſhes well to that part of the Mathematicks : 
And theſe public Doings at Weddings do inflame others 


 Defires, and put that into ſome of their Heads, that other- 


ther. 1 „ 5 TE. 
(s) For the ſame Reaſon I would have no Meats af 
horned 


ew:/e would not have been. So one Wedding begets ano- 


happen. | 
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Ing to them. When ſhe gives Leave, they go with a 


Prieft to her at her own Houſe, where they make a 
ſolemn Promiſe of Matrimony. After this the Bride- 


groom may viſit her, but he 1s not fuffer'd to be alone 
with her. Indeed there are ſome, who will not be con- 
tent to ſee their Brides in (2) a Church, where they 


know they are artificially dreſs'd and painted, therefore 


o and obſerve them at home, to view them better, and 

t is the Cuftom that after they are married, they never 
C paint nor dreſs fine more. The matrimonial Of- 
fices are ordinarily perform'd after Noon, and then the 

o to Church in great Splendor. The Bridegroom mall 
be ſometimes attended by eighty or an hundred Men on 
Horſeback, all fine and glorious, beſides the Relations 
and Friends of both Parties who aſſiſt there. The Bride 
is likewiſe accompanied with other Women, and many 
Litters, and little Coaches full of her Relations or 
She is led by two of her neareſt a-kin, as her 
Huſband is by two of his: When married, they are 
brought home in the ſame Order, with the Sound of 
Trumpets, Cornets, and other muſical Inſtraments, e- 
very one as they paſs by throwing Flowers, ſweet Wa- 


ters, and Comfits upon them, which are gathered up 


by the Servants that wait cn them, When they are at 
the Door of their Houſe, the new married enter with 
their Friends, and neareſt Kindred, thoſe which ſtay be- 
hind, are thanked for the Honour they have.done them, 
who out of Gallantry ride up and down in the Streets, 
and have tilting with Lances of light Canes (being very 


1 great diſappointment to a find Lower to | 
ewake and find that an old ugly bag isin bis arms whichbe | 
thought an angel when he went to bed, © = 

(u) When the pf is caught away with the net. Howy- - 
ever this is pardonable, aud I may ſay commendable toe 
not ta endeavour the pleaſing every body, when you are furt 
of a huſband of your own, I wiſh the Englith la dies auen 
repent Jo on. | RR 

„ ail 
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ſkilful at throwing them) combating with Oranges and noÞ 


Lemons, in Sight of the new married, and others that Nu 
get into the Balconies to ſee the Diver. ons. That done, ſcar 
they all light from their Horſes, and are taken into a oh 

11 


Groundroom, where they are treated with all Sorts of 
Fruits, and Sweatmeats, and Wines. After they have oth 


taken their Leaves, the Entertainment of the Relations de 
begins, which never laſts long, becauſe it is the Cuſtom 1 
in theſe Countries to go to Bed before Sun-ſet. The the 
new married without other (av) Ceremony, retire to the As 
Chamber provided for them. | lat 
The Sclavonians of the Republick of Ragusa] join not fig 
in Alliance, but with Perſons of their (x) own Rank, bu 
i. e. the Noble with the Noble, inſomuch, that a Gen- Fs 
tleman cannot hope for a Citizen or Stranger. becauſe wy 
he may not bring into his F amily ſtran ge Blood lefs th 
noble, 6; 
; F | 5 M 
(<v) All that Buftle and Stir that is fo generally made fr 
at putting the Bride and Bridegroom to Bed, T think is at 
every impertinent ; and I might have adeed, undecent too ; I 
For ſuch a Hurry of People gaping and ſtaring, and jefting, e 
and jibing uten them, cannot but put them both into Di/- : 
order and Confuſion; and a Woman muſt have a wery 
great Stock of Aſſurance, not to bluſh at Jo many di orderly 8 
Railleries. . 
(x) This Piece of Policy has ever had unhappy 222 
at the long Run For it circumſcribes a young Man's Af+ 
fection, and frequently reduces him to be an unhappy Hu/- 
band, and à poor Parent, The Spaniards are of this ; 
proud haughty Temper, which reduces noble Families in N 
Procęſi of Time to Beggary. In England Sabſlance on ; 
i zhe one Side, and Honour on the other, makes à very good : 
q Alloy And the Vanity 0 A the Citizens from Time to Time, : 
Euseys up the finking Nobili ity. It's by fo much the more ts - 
Be encouraged, as it partly heals up that mighty Breach, L 


' euhich, mutual Pride creates between the Diſproportions 
© 4 jheir Realities, 


* 
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noble, which would be to debaſe it. Therefore the 
Number of noble Families is ſo leſſened, that there are 
ſcarce” twenty or twenty-five that have the Government 
of their publick Aﬀairs. However, if any of the No- 
bility defires for the Intereſt of his Family, or for any 
other End to take a Foreigner to Wife, provided ſhe 
be noble, and of the Country which extends from Zara 


to Cattaro, and not otherwiſe, he may do it, and if 


ſhe have two thouſand Ducats of Gold for her Portion. 
As to the Marriages in the Countiy, they are thus regv- 
lated by a Decree, and particular Laws, that have aſ- 
ſigned a thouſand Ducats of Gold for the young Man, 
but that is not ſo ſtrictly obſerved, for there are man 

Fathers give their Sons Four, or Five, Six, nay, fo 
many thouſand Ducats as may anſwer the Portions of 
the Wives they marry. They make theſe Proviſions in 
{y) ready Money, and a Man is not allowed to ſee his 


Miſtreſs, before the Contra& be eſtabliſhed, baving then 


free Liberty to viſit her, but before their Marriages are 
actually ſolemnized they make no Preſents, When a 
young Woman is married, ſhe. may wear Silk for a 


Month to diftinguiſh her from others, that wear only 


Cloth, and the Ladies after Marriage are obliged always 


to wear at their Feaſts a Cap lin'd with Red, to dillin- 


guiſh them from ( 'Traceſmens Wives. h 
The Flemmirgs, and their Neighbours, are very ready 
5 s BS EL Su en 


(y) Married people haue one fingular advantage by 


this ceremony : For as they may not always receive /o 


much as they expected, yet they have none of the vera 


tions of law ſuits, in forcing parents to pay what they 
were but too forward in promifing : And ſuch unhappy 
diſappointments have frequently tended t6 the ruin of the 
young couple's fortune, and the utter deſtruction of their 
eace at home, | 
(=) Such a garb in England might be ſooner prov'd 
convenient, than the women brought to comply with it. 
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to marry with Strangers, upon any Overture: But 
f the greateſt Shame and Re- 
proach for a young Man to marry an (a) old Wo- 
man, or an old Man a (6) young Woman, The 
com mon People never arrive to marry a Gentlewoman, 
nor does one that is noble ever marry a Commoner, ' 
and 1t is never ſeen, as in France, that a Maſter marries 


among them it is a Thing o 


his (c) Maid, or a Lady her (4) Servant. Then Gen- 
tlemen diſticguiſh in their Eſteem the oldeſt Daughters, 
thouphthey make them all equal in their Fortunes, and 


often refuſe their (e) eldeſt, when they would be glad 


to marry any of their other Daughters. 


Ta) 4 this would be a En Zaull to younger Bro- 


. thers anongſt ns, /o to make it leſs Odious, wwe have 


found out more Reaſons for matrimony, than barely propa- 


ation. 


in their years brings a great deal of conſolation 1% ſome of 


bis neighbours. 

(c) This is the benefit of the Engliſh, that with a 
little management, and a propitious plauit; a ſervant 
maid may h pe to be a lady, and a waiting woman 4 
counteſs. | | ks 

(4) Where a lady is fo beſatted, as to throw away Ber- 
ſelf upon one of her menial domefticks, her ſhame is puniſh= 
ment enough. For ſhe does not ennoble her huſband Y 
marrying bim, thuaugh a man of quality does his wife by 
' marrying her : Therefore it is equally unpardonable as it 
it common. | 


(e) Many men have repented of this ſuperſtition, of di/- 


ping their daughters occording to their ſeniority 5; for the 


| 15 er I like beſt, is ſitteſt. for one to marry, not ſve that was 
. ern firſt, f | * 


CHAP. 
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HA N. 
The Cuſt ams of the. Lutherans, | 


HE Latherans have their Marriages celebrated 
Jin the Church after the Manner of the Romaniſts, 
and go thither in great Pomp and Solemnity to receive 
the Matrimonial (a) BenediQion from one of their 
Prieſts and Miniſters. In Argentina, and the Country 
round about, when any young Man makes Love, he 
declares his Affection to his Miſtreſs by Letter, or ſome 
other Way, after which he goes at Night with ſome of 
his Friends, and a great Number of 'Torches to give her 
a Serenade; and this being continued two or three 
Nights, if ſhe looks not out at the Balcony, he may be 
ſatisfied his Gallantry is not accepted, and that he. ſhall 
not ſucceed-; but if ſhe appear, he may then go and 
diſcourſe with her in the Evening, but in the Preſence 
of her Servants. When the Marriage is agreed, if the 
Trumpets ſound on (3) Mondays and Wedneſdays, they 


Dy | give 


(a) 1f ave may draw ſome concluſions from almoſt every 
family, firft or laſt, ave ſhould not think the benedidion 


 evorth the pomp : And the prieft that has had the greateſt 


dealings in the conjugal conjuration, avould find himſelf 
put led to bring many inflances, where it proves entirely a 
bene diction to both parties. 

* Argentina 7s the capital city of Alſatia in Germary 
commonly known by the name of Straſburgh. 


- [6] The reaſen of this nicety is not at all apparent to 
mne: For if they are obliged to promulge that it is a 
tradeſman, why a pectliar day for it, fince that is but a 


practical tautology ? Tho! peradventure they do it to ſhew 
the ſlavery of the inferior rams of mankind in their 


governments 5 
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give Notice of a Marriage, and at break of Day, and 
that it is of a Tradeſman, for thoſe Days are peculiar 


to them, and the Gentlemen and Ladies are married on 
the other Days of the Week. There are alſo ſome 


free Marriages, whete all the Expence is. defrayed by 
the new married, when in others every one pays his (c) 
Share. 8 . 11 * 
Isa Saxony, when one of Quality marries, the young 
Gentlemen, with the Ladies of the Neighbourhood, go 
without being invited to the Wedding Feaft, which he 
is obliged according to the Cuſtom of the Country to 
prepare plentifully. The Gentlemen ftrifily abſerve 
not to marry with Tradeſmen's Daughtere, or: thoſe of 
the Commonality, how rich ſoever they are, becauſe 
that brings a Diſhonour upen their Families, and if any 


one without conſidering his Quality marries a Commo- 
ner for her Fortune, he runs a Riſque, beſides the Ia - 


famy, of being (4) killed by the other Gentlemen. 
Among | 
monies are uſed. in their Marriages ;; for after the Pa- 


rents of the young Lady are inform'd of the Qualities of 


bim that ſceks her in Marriage, the Father preſents her 
tq him in theſe Words. I give yeu my Daughter to be 
your Wife, to bonour you, 10 take Part in your Bed, to 
Bae 


(c) There is ſemething genere in making. merry 


. ewith ohe's Friends, when it is done not at their expence, 


and every one may expect a welcome, that comes to pay his 
club. | 3 | 
(4) This is puſhing their reſentment te an unjuftifiable 
outrage; For if every man was to le murder'd for an 
imprudent action, they would quickly repent of their /qve- 
rity. © Befides, the bouour being confer d by the father, and 


net by the mother ; *tis there that aue ought te be moſt 


curious All wile men valuing themfelves as the children 
of ſuch men, not ſuch women; not but thas to be wells 


— . 


horn on both ſides, is the more preferable. 


the Gothe, Sewedes, and Darts, many. Ceres - 
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Gentlemen marry not, but with thoſe of their own 


or Gooſe. 


are not very good omens I ſhould think : for to live like © 


land, 
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have the Keys of your (e) Houſe, and the third Part of your 
Goode, moveable and unmoveable, Then they add other 
Religious Ceremonies, attending the Bride to Church 
the Day appointed, with a great Number of | Forches, 
from which hang little Cords and Silk (//) Ribbong 
of divers Colours. b | 

When the Bride is to be given to her Huſband, the 

oes to a Bath in Company of ſeveral Women, thoſe 
of her own Age goes before her, and carry in this Pro- 
ceſſion, Veſſels of Beer, or Wine, Cinnamon, Sugar 
and Cakes, for their Refreſhment and Entertainment. 
When they come out, they have all Garlands of Flowers, 
and only the young Women ſup with the Bride. The 


Quality ; and among the common People, the Parents 
and Friends preſent the Bride with a (g 765 Sheep, 
or Cow, and the Bridegroom with a Colt, Dog, Cat, 


Ia“ Livezia, when the Bride is led to Church, ſhe 
i | appears 


(e) She being @ good houſewife, is the next effential 
guality to that of being a virtuous woman : though ſome- 
key aa out of fafhion of late years, as will as the 
eter. ; ; | 
From this decoration of the torches, ave may 
probably conjecture, that we retain the cuſtom of wed- 
ding favours, tho“ abe have abohſh'd the proceſſion of 
lighted tapers, as being a remnant of Rome in her pre- 
varicated fate. _ | 

(g Tho' there may be ſomewhat of anology in theſe 
preſents to the bride, yet a dog, a cat, and a gooſe, 


dog and cat together, is not what the man propoſes; 
and if be expects nothing better, I am ſure he is a vary 
$99. ; VV 1 | 
* Livonia 7s @ great provines of the kingdom of Po. 


* 
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appears with a Crown on her Head of Silver gilt, and 
very high, and all the Women and Maids walk be- 
fore cover'd over in Mantles and long red Veils gen- 
teely drelſs'd. | 10 


SHAB. 
The Cuſtoms and | Ceremonies of the 
= 5 Calviniſts. + 


FT ER the Ceremonies and Cuſtoms of the La- 
therans follow thoſe uſed among the Catviniſts 

of Geneva, the Dutch and others of that Opinion. 
When the Parties have conſented ta marry, they join 
Hands, and plight their Troth before one of their Mi- 
niſters, and at ſuch Meeting, it is uſual to make them 
drink. He that officiates takes a) two Glaſſes, which 
he receives from them, mixes the Wine out of the one 
into the other, and gives the Bridegroom's Glaſs to the 


Bride, and her's to him; after which the Bridegroom 


puts the Ring on his Bride's Finger. But before they 
marry, the Miniſter ought to publiſh in the Church the 
Bans of Matrimony three Sundays ſucceſſively, to know 
if there be any Impediment ; and after this Publication 


they 


(a) The two glaſſes ſhew: both parties ought to bear 
a proportion to each other, in all the goods of fortane © 
The mixing their wines implies the myſtical caalition in 


matrimony, of their two becoming one fleſh; the ex- 


change of glaſſes is to give us to underſtand, that as one 


participates of the other goods, the other ought recipro- 


cally to. receive a melioration in their circumſtances 
from the other. The wine carries under it a Shadow 


of plenty, joy and comfort, ; 


cer © 
(4) 
en the 
unhaf; 
As HW 
eſtates 
bim fel 


1 


<<< o To 
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the pariſh: But as among? the Engliſh, the fpirttaal 
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they have a Licenſe from the firſt (4) Syndick-of the 
Place to marry. - Then the Bride goes to Chureh- 
with her Relations and Friencs, wearing a Garland of 
Flowers on her Head, and a Noſepay ſtuck in her 
Breaſt,” led by two young Men of her neareſt Kinered, 
attended by Virgins that follow, with the reſt of her 
Relations, Friends and Gueſts. When ſhe comes ont of 
the Church ſhe is led to her Husband's Houſe by her 
neareſt Relations. The Widows that marry - have not 
the Garlands of Flowers on their Heads, but on'y the 
Noſegays, and are led by other Widows, their Coufins 


or Friends, > | | | ; 
The Inhabitants of “ Friſa, formerly m_ not aſter 
Riches, only a (r) beautiful and virtuous Woman, and 

of the ſame Rank, ſo that often a Gentleman that was 

rich, married a young Woman without a Fortane, and 

only valuable for ber Beauty and Virtue. Now they 

ſeek for Riches, and (2) high Birth, as well 5 — 
0 | 2 e. 


* 


(3) Ewery confiderable magiſtrate is as good an evi- 
drnce of the mutual conſent of parties, as the parſon of 


parties have engro/fd the wwhele- emolument to thems« 
ſeldes; theſes being mot altogether ſo great bubbles ro 
their blick coats, hawe taken ſo much prudent” care as 
70 divide the ſpoils with their ecclefraflicks, 
* Frifia 24 Priefland n Holland, 8 
(e) Tho? their loves were not mercenary, yet they ⁊nere 
ſo auiſe as to get the three met valuable qualities, that 
ever could prevail with a auiſe man to alter bis condition. 
(4) Not ro /uERra&t from the glories of @ noble birth” 
en the avoman's fide, I wifſy' many wwonld but weigh the 
unhappy conſequences of ſuch union, and the unfortunate, 
as cell as very frequent Shipavrecks in Gentlemens' 
eſtates; this would deter a cautious man from linking” 
himyjelf fo unequally ; for as pride and wanity, affenta- 
- ; 8 | tion 
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People. The Bride goes to Church with a Crown on 
her Head, a great Number of young Girls going before 
her; they marry after the Manner of the other Cal- 
@ini/ts, and the Office being ended, entertain thoſe in- 
vited. Among them only tte Relations preſent. the new 
married, who efteem themſelves obliged according to 
the Value of the Preſeats. All Day they dance in the 
Bridegroom's Houſe, to divers Inſtruments of Mufick ; 
the next Day the Bride appears with her Head. cover'd, 
and gives all her Gaeſts a Glaſs of Wine to drink, or 
other Liquor, to ſigaify ſhe is be: ome Miſtreſs of the 
Family. All the Hungarians are of Opinion, that he 
-who marries not a Virgin, . thall never have Happineſs 
in his Marriage, therefore they ſcarce ever marry Wi- 
dows, whoſe Condition is odious to them. Beſides, if 
after Marriage they know. their Wives have been in 
Love with (e) others, they not only loſe their Affec- 
tion, but that often makes them reſolve their Death. 


The great Perſons in Hungary marry their Sons very 


young, and oft from the Cradle conclude their Alli- 
8 | ances, 


nion and perwerſexe/s, make up the general efſence of wo- 
men, a birth on their parts any way ſuperior to the 
man's circumſtances, muſt be his undoing : becauſe, 
ewhat would be noble for a gentleman's wife, would be 
but very mean for an earls daughter : thus the nece/- 
ſary port of ſuch a woman's grandeur, muſt fink a pri- 
wate man's eftate, tho conſiderable in itſelf; for vanity 
it the laſt thing that dies in a women. EY 

(e) Indeed it is hazardous for a man to venture on @ 
 ewoman, whoſe affections have been pre- ingaged: not 


but that ſome women have prov'd wery good wives, that 
have been very deeply concern'd with others, before they 


were acquainted with their own husbands: however, it 
is a circumſtance that one woula not willingly meet in 


the perſon one defigns to marry : and uhe reaſons are 


Very many. and very obi 


rathei 
tree, } 


with Bracelets ot ;IhIr own. (5) Hair. 
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ances, or the maintaining {Ff) Friendſhip; and when 
their Sons arrived to an Age to conſummate the Mar- 
riage, they are obliged to obſerve what their Parents 
bave contracted for them, to proving Diſguſts of very 
fatal Conſequences. 

In Scotland, the Lords of Towns and Boroughs, had 
a Right to lie the firſt Night with the Bride their Vaſſal, 
but that is now out of Uſe, and the new married buy it 


off by a Sum of Money, to which End they have 2 


Law aboliſhing that Privilege. 
The 1rifþ ſeldom marry but with Verba de le, 
and almoſt never with Yerba, ze Preſenti, whence (g) 


Separations are frequently ſeen for the ſmalleſt Cauſes, 
the husband ſeeking a new Wife, and the Wiſe another 
Husband, fo that a certain and true Marriage is not to 


be Nr, during Life. Hence ariſe Controverſies about 
the Poſſeſſions of their Eſtates, Murders and mortal Ha- 
tieds. The Women that are turn'd off and forfaken, 


go to thoſe eſtecmed Witches, who they think are able 
to make the new Wife, barren, or bring upon her 


dangerous Maladies. The Women preſent their Lovers 
The Triſp that 
15 t 


90 3 8 Pretences 8 have to exper? 
an advantage from ſuch alliances, aue rarely find in 
kingdoms at leaſt, that it has any influence: for our 
own intereſ generally „ur- cu all the m_ of con- 


ſanguinity. 
(g As they ſeem but barely to tale one . s 


anordi, no wonder that the ſmalleſt jars in their oeco- 
' nomy, ſhould end in Separation and confi vows malice and. 
bloodſhed,” 


(h) Several nations have been ſo far impor'd upon, « as 
to imagine there avas a ſecret charm in a Lock of hair ; 
but I queſtion the influence of "ſuch amulets ; and ſhould. 
rather take it for the livery of /ſeifin, _ a _—Y of a 
tree, for an eſtate 0 purchas'd, 
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jinhubit the Mountains, marry their Daughters ſoon after (9 


chey are paſt (i) ten or twelve Vears of Age. f * 
| | 585 e ſent 
C H A . | V. — 

ER „ 3 Fg re 

* be Cuſtomo and Rites of the Grecks. | ** 

7 | | not 


Y HEN the Greets marry, the Bride is obliged in t 

to let her Husband fee (a) what her Fortune Chi 

is; and the Bridegrocm to do the like; and this in g 
the Preſence of many Re'ations and Friends ; the Men 
fitting about a long Table, the Woman on Benches not 
raiſed behind it, Uke an Amphitheatre. When the An 
Bride receives the Preſents from the Gueſts, and their ſma 
Relations, ſhe fits with a gilt Crown on her Head, in MW 
the Midſt of the Gineco; that is, the Womens Cham- a ye 
ber. All that are there, after they have drunk Malme- witl 
fie Wine, and eaten ſome Sweetmeats, go to take the wat] 
Air, and return at Night to Supper; and the new mar- 
ried lie together, without other (45) Publication in lat 
the Church, as the Roman Catholicks uſe, The next 
Day, if the Women find in the Bed any Signs of 
a 


(%) How many of the Engliſh ladies avould vote for Ta 
Auch an a of parliument, they evould throw up Magna plac, 
Charta for it. . | 
( Almoft as many would oppoſe this proceeding, as 04 
-#hat of being confin'd to à coloifter : for as it would pre- of ; 
event a "multitude f unhappy cheats, ſo it would reduce Cau 


4 very confiderable part of both ſexes to deſpair of ever 0 
berny married, but upon ſuch terms as they would not ac- be 
Capt of. FRETS. VT "EA . | Mor 

{6) When all parties are fully agreed, what has S 


the prieft to do amy farther ? let em On go te bed, and der 
do their beſt. i Pos 5 | 


after 
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(c) loſt Virginity, they make a great Feaſt ; but 

when that is wanting, they ſay nothing, the Bridegrom 
ſending back the Bride to her Relations and Friends : 
And if the Magiſtrate be a Tur4, he is engaged by ſome 


Preſent, not to force him to keep her. Thoſe Greek 
Women that marry any Frenchman, Italian, Spaniard, 
or Turk, are excommunicated for ſome Time; that is, 
not admitted to Acts of Communion ; but they may, 
in the mean Time, be preſent” at the Offices of the 
Chureh. © FE 

The Tranfilvanians and Wallachians take the young 
Women by Force from their Relations Houſe, and do 
not marry them till after they are (4) deflower'd: 
And alſo repudiate them, and are divorced, for the 
ſmalleſt Cauſes. I 7 

When a Maſcovite will marry his Daughter, he chuſes 


a young Man to his own liking; to whom he offers her 


with a Portion. If he accepts her, the Father treats 
with his Relations. The young Man may not ſee his 
Miſtreſs, before the Day of (e) Marriage ; but his Re- 
lations earneſtly enquire if ſhe have any (F) Infirmirv. 


The : 


(c) Having taken notice of this in the introduction, 
it will be ſuperfluous to repeat any Thing more upon it 
here. | 8 2 

(A4) As their firſt force is repugnant to the general com- 
placency uſed to young women abe love ©: So their proceedings 
afterwards are more generous than accountable : And 
ewhat does not huppen ſũ o frequently in the more poliis parts 
of the qvorid: And therefore no wonder if trivial 
Cauſes occaſion a ſeparation afterwards. 

(e) *Tis the portion here ditermines the Mas; and 


be binds up his hands he knows not what for a 


Mortal. NET) | 

/) Where Iwers, if we may /o call thin, haue fo flen- 
der a knowledge of each other, tis but commuan Juftice 10 
grant them a writ of inquiry at leaſt. | 


« 
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The Mother of the Bride makes the ſame Enquiries of divo! 
him. The Wedding-Day the young People are plenti- renn 
fully entertained before married, together with their ſingl 
Relations and the Prieſt, and then go to Church. As ſoon dows 
as they are there, the Prieſt asks for ſome Bread, accord- bring 


ing toCuſtom; and when he has it, performs the Offices 
of joining them. He ſpeaks firſt to the Bridegroom, 
and demands of him, If he will marry that young Wo- 
man there preſent ! If he anſwer, Yes; he asks farther 
of him, Whether he will treat her ill in Words and 7 
Deeds? To which the Bridegroom anſwering, No; he 
demands of the Bride, If ſhe will marry him, govern his 
Houſe, and be always faithful ? When ſhe has anſwered, 
(g) Yes, they have both Crowns. of (4) Wormwoed 
ſet on their Heads, and he gives them the Benedict ion. 
Then he drinks their Healths in a gilt wooden Cup, in 
which the new married likewiſe drink; and the Cup is 
thrown to the Ground, and broke and trod on, with 
Imprecations by the Bridegroom, Let them be ſo tramp- 
led on, and confounded, that maliciouſly endeavour to 
create ill Will, and do ill Offices betwixt us. The Mos 
cavites bear great Reſpect to their Wives, as long as they 
are well - pleaſed, upon very (i) light Occaſions they are 


agg A 
divorcgd, ; 05 
(g It may reaſonably be conjectur' d, that all that pro- wy a 
miſe in the aſſirmalive do not keep their words any more 22 
punctually, than ſome other people in Europe; and that afflic 
a nan may as eaſily find a cuckeld in thoſe parts, as in 7 
Cheapſide. | : - 
t is peradventure to inculcate to the new married 5 
couple, that every felicity has ſome alloy; and if matri mo- 1 
ny be ſomesuhat bitter in the mouth, tis wholeſome in the 1 
Homach. | | make 
Ci) The civility of their uſage, proceeds from the love 2 
ge men bear themſelves; for he can never love a woman 48 
very æuell, that can reſolve to part with her upon every * 
cc gflon. 15 plens 
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divorced, and repudiate them ; as they may do for Bar- 
renneſs : In which Caſe, the Huſband having contivu'd 
fingle fix Weeks, may afterwards marry again. Wi- 
dows may marry a ſecond Time; but the (+4) third 
brings their Vircue in Queſtion, - | 


CHAP. VI. 5 
The Cuſtoms and Rites of the Abiſſines. 


FT” He Schifmatical Chriſtians of the Kingdom of the 
'F Abiſſines have many Wives; and every one mar- 
ries at Pleaſure, without Scruple. The Men are obliged 
to (a) preſent their Wives, inſtead of receiving Potions 
with them. The Ceremonies us'd in their Marriage are 
theſe ; the Bridegroom and Bride fit before the Church- 
door, while three Prieſts walk three Times round them, 
finging Alleluyja. Then they cut off ſome of their (2) 
Hair, which they dip - Water fweetned with Honey; 

| 2 ; then 


4% A goed conſcientious woman will be api to think 
theſe hard lines For ſince ſhe married to have a husband 
at firft, and death had fruſtrated her in the palſelſton of her 

Joys; if a ſecond time his icy Paws put a period to her 
felicity, wby ſhould ſhe be l:ft inconſolable ! This is ta add 
* to afictien, and encreaſe the ſerroxvs of the un- 
appye | | 223 
(a) The liberty of having many wives renders em but 
fo many under /pur-leathers of titillation, and therefore 
worthy of ſome gretuity : But where a Man is to hat 
but one, the wweoman ought indeed to bring a Portion, ts 
make amends, far the loſs of his liberty, | 

{b) This ceremony of exchanging their hair, is but 
another fancy of the ſame Intention, evith mingling the 
bride and bridegroom's wines: Honey is a figure of 
plenty. | | 
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then lay the Bridegroom's Hair on the Bride's Head, 
and hers on his Head, and ſprinkle both with holy Wa- 
ter. After this Ceremony, they have a great Feaſt, 
and attend the new married Home, where they are ſhut 
upa (c) Month, When-the Wife goes abroad, ſhe has 
her Face covered with a black Veil, and that ſhe wears 
ix Months, unleſs ſhe be ſooner with Child. Some o- 
thers uſe the ſime Ceremonies, and alſo Incenſings; and 
the Prieſts diſcourſe to the new. married, of the Indiſ- 
ſolvableneſs of Matrimony; and then give them the 
Communion and Bleſſing. Bs 


„„ 
The Ceremonies of the Coptricks. 


| 7 HEN the Copricts, who are Schiſmatick Chri- 
tiens, the Native Inhabitants of Egypt, marry, 

the Friends and Relations of the Bridegroom firſt wait 
upon him, the2 the Bride, and thence ts Church where 
they zre married, having many Torches, and lighted 
Candles, finging all the Way Hymns in the Language 
of the 7 and ſtriking little ebony Tables with 
certain Hammers of Wood, which, among them ſerves 
ter Muſick. This Ceremony is ordinarily after the 
Midnight 


— 


Cc) So tedious a confinement at firſt, muſt needs be anxi- 
eus ro the man and woman both. A leſs violent neceſſity of 
indulging the conjugal tenderneſſes, might give the parties 
hepe of a more comfortable duration. For aoben a man's 
eager joy relents, ſham? and hatred ſucced to ſated defire, 
and the woman that thinks men equally powerful in the 
affairs of lawe, takes his impotency for a diſlike of her per- 
ſon, and fo either pines away with confuſion, or rages into 
contempt, and an implacable animoſity, 
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Midnight Prayer, or as the Roman Catholicks ſpeak, 
Mattens. Being come to Church, they take the Bride- 
groom into the Choir where the Men fit, and the Office 
is ſung, and the Bride is ſet among the Women. Then 
the Prieits and People begin ſome Prayers, with Hymns, 
which laſt a long Time; and towards the End he that 


officiates, goes near the Bridegroom, reads to him three 


or four Prayers, and ſigns him with the fign of the (a) 
Croſs at the Beginning and End of every one; then 
makes him fit down on the Ground, his Face turn'd to 
the (5) Eaſt, and holding a filver Croſs over his Head, 


he holds it there till the Praye:s are ended. 


W hile this is done in the Choir, the Sa: riſtian havin 
plac'd a Seat without the Choir, makes the Bride fit down 
with one of hey neareſt Relations, and the Prieſts conelude 
the Prayers in the Choir, which are called, Le Orauxioni 
di Nodo. He that officiates, drefſes the Bridegroom in 
a long (c) white Garments, reaching down to his An- 
cles, binds his Reins with a Girdle, an4 puts a white 
Clath on his Head. Thus habited, leads him to the 


Bride; and placing him near her, covers them both 


with the (4) fame Cloth; laying their Heads together, 


3 | anoints 


(a) Emblematically enough as it may prove, confidering* 
auhat work he is about. | | | 

(5) For ſome ſuch like reaſons, if not the very ſame, as 
eve build our chancelt towards the Faſt, . > 

(%) Under this type repreſenting the Innocence of his 
affettion, and an incontaminated dete; and that they 
aq not enter upon it out of wantonneſs, to ſatisfy their 
carnal luſts and apfetites, as the Engliſh church admo- 
niſhes. ' : 

(4) This myſtically implies, that they maſt now live un- 
der one and the ſame roof; and conceal each others fuil- 
#ngs from the eyes of the world. 
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anoints both their Foreheads with (e) Oil, and the 
Joints of their Hands. Then he joins their right 
Hands, and reads aloud to them the Exhortation which 
contains the Duties they are mutually obliged to; 
and with theſe Prayers and Ceremonies, concludes the 
Solemnity of the Marriage; which he is called L'Inco- 
renatione delli Spofi, Then follow the Lauds; after 
which, Maſs begins, and both communicate; and that 
Ani ſhed, they are accompanied home, 55 


„„ 
The Rites and Ceremonies of the Sabeans. 


HE Sabeanxs, or the Chriſtians of St. John, that 
live on the Confines of Pera, next Turkey, may 


have two Wives according to their Law, which ſeems 


to be a Mixture of Chriftianity, Turciſm, Judaiſm and 
Pagani/m. The Ceremonies of their Marriages 1s very 
ſhort. The Parties meeting together at Church, in Pre- 
ſence of their Relations and Friends, the Miniſter makes 
the Bride ſwear before the Women that ſhe is a (a) 

| | £50 Virgin; 


(e) The ing of eil repreſents the ſame Thing as the 
wine and the corn in other countries, or what is equiva» 
tent : This is hoped to be the oil of gladneſs; corn, wine 
and oil, implying all the comforts and felicities of 
1 uf : 4 
(a) We are hoppily freed from ſuch an Impofition : Not 
but that with an equal mental Reſervation, as ſome wo- 
men have about lowe, honour and obey; they might with 
a ſafe conſcience ſwear to their virginity, tho they had bad 
eleven baſtards, as to the duties of a good wife, 


ou VV” ww” op UD 
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Virgin ; after which, his Wives (6) ſearch her, and 


make their Report. Then the Miniſter baptizes both; 
and making them turn (c). Back to Back, reads ſome 


Prayer, and ſo they are reckoned mar. ied, and carried 
back to the Bride's Father's where they fealt according 


to the Cuitom of the Country. 


The Miniſters have the ſame Liberty to marry, as 
the Laicks, (a) two Wives; and their Sons, if Sixteen 
or Seventeen Years old at their Death, ſucceed in the 
Miniſtry ; for Want of whom, the next a-kin have 
that Dignity, | | | 


(8) The” the Woman is put to her aarh, yet to pre- 
went any unhappy Conſequences by an impoſition of that 
nature, ſhe muſt ſtand the ſearch too. | 


(c) This is a very odd whim indeed, and if it be nos 
in imitation of Janus, or mean circumſpection, I confeſs 1 
am at a loſs for an application. 


{d) Theſe iir, have indeed much the advantage 
of ours, but wwondevfully of the prieſts of the church of 
Rome. If their ecclifraſtical preferments were all of them 


equal to this priæilege, abundance «would be tempted 10 


go there. 
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MAR IX. 
The Ceremonzes of the Chriſtians of Col- 
chis, or Mengrelia, he Georgians, 
Circaſſians, and others. 


caffia, and their Borderers, almoſt the ſame in 
Religion with the Sabears, or Chriſtians of St, John, 
celebrate their Marriages in this Manner. If the Biſhop 
or Prieſt be not in the Church when they go to be mar- 
ried, which is done upon ſudden Reſolutions, they go to 


their Heads, with theſe Words, uſed according to the 
Perſon, Let the Servant of God N, be crowned by the 


together; 


- 


_ * Colchis, or Mengrelia, is 4 province in Afia, in 


bounds it on the weſt. 
+ Georgia, 7s à4 great ccuntry in Aſia, lying between 
the Caſpian Sea to the eaſt, and the Euxine to the weſt, 
and bounded on. the north by Circaſſia, Comania, and all 
the dominions of the Czar f Muſcovy; aud on the ſouth 
by Schirran, a province of Perſia. 5 
§ Circaſſia, 7s 4 vaſt ſpace of ground, extended from 
the Cimerian Boſphorus, and the fens of Mæotis, on the 
eaftern ſhore of the Euxine Sea, for 500 miles; and reac h- 
ing 200 1owvards the north. 
(a) To ſhew them marriage is honowrable. 
(5) This can be no other than a Repreſentation of 
that firi union, that is now made between them, by 
virtue and pewer of the Sp. 


— 


H E Chriftians of * Colehic, + Georgia and & Cir- 


their Houſes, the Place being very indifferent to them, 
the Miniſter has two (32) Crowns which he puts on 


Servant of Gd N. Then he ſews their (4) Cloaths 


Georgia, towards the north, aud the Euxine Sea, which. 
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together; gives them a Glaſs of Wine, of which theY 


both drink; and cutting the Thread that held the Gar- 


ments, all the Ceremonies of their Marriage are ended, 


though no Conſent he then declared on either Side. The 


Circaſſians uſe no other Ceremony, than only the Pro- 


miſe which is made before Witneſſes to be faithful, and 


not to take another Wife as long as the firſt lives, unleſe 


compelied by ſome ci weighty Motive. 


(c) Whenever a man is inclining to be willing to 
part from his wife, he rarely wants wit enough to fix 
« reaſon or motive ewveighty enough too. One benefit 
accrues by this liberty, via. That the wift is oblig'd to 


carry herſelf vem dutifuly for fear of giving a no- 


tive, | 


MARRIAGE 


"OB A — ee — Fs 
r gx T 8 
— r S — * 


38 Matrimonial Ceremonies diſplay'd; 


- WW. ww * —_— uh. — 8 88 
— — — — — — 


MARRIACE CEREMONIES; 
As now Uſed in all 


PARTS of the WORLD. 


r . 6 
% 


PART 1. 
the Mahometans. 


LL the Turks may have four lawful Wives, and 
as many more Slaves; nay, as many as they can 
maintain. Thoſe Slaves are free, by whom they 
have a Son; nor can their Maſters ſell them any more, 
but may give them away. All their Prieſts may marry, 
excepting the Derwiſes, that are like the Religious in the 
Churck of Rome, The T. urks may turn away, and take 
their Wives again four Times ; and may not only marry 
thoſe who are a-kin to them, but the neareſt, concluding, 
a double Tie makes the Friendſhip (a) ſtronger. When 


Ca) They may imagine that according to our old pro- 
verb, The nearer a-kin, the deeper in: but this is pofi- 
tive, that if their mutual affettion is not great enough 
to conftitute their felicity; the nearne/s of their relation 
ewill have little or no influence: but rather on the con- 
trary will make the breach ſo much the auider, for tbe 


WW /avceteſt wines make the ſharpeſt vinegar. 


The Rites obſerved in the Marriages of. 


they 
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they have a Mind to marry, the neareſt Relations on 
both Sides meet together, to agree the Dowry the Huſ- 
band hall give his intended Wife; for Parents give (4) 
nothing to their Daughters; as was alſo obſerv'd among 
the Chriſtians of the Eajt. This being done, the Man 
ſends the Father of his Miſtreſs, or her next Relation, 
the Sum agreed, that Part may be laid out in Cloaths 
and Houſhold-Furniture, according to the Quality of the 
Perſons ; and the reſt left in her Hands, or her Rela- 
tions; without whoſe Conſent, he can never pretend 
to any Diſpoſition thereof. However, moſt Fathers 
contribute to the Charge of their Marriages. And that 
Things may be done with the greateſt Decorum, the 
Care of all the Pieparation is left to a Friend of the 
Bridegroom, who is call'd Sagois. 1 

The Bride continues always cover'd eight Days before 
Marriage; and ſhe is nut to be ſeen otherwiſe, ſo much 
as by the Relations of Her intended Husband, who goes 
about all the while, with a Friend, inviting his Relations 
and Friends to be at his Wedding. Thoſe that are in- 
vited, ſend their Preſents the Day before, according to 
the Degree of the Perſons: And . the ſame Day the 
Bride (c) bathes and is waſhed by two or three Women, 
with great Care; Which Action is fo ſolemn: _— 

| X ” them 
i 


C This makes women defirable only for themſelves z 
evhereas a great fortune expoſes a woman to the treachery 
of thoſe aubo are moſt about her; and ſuch clandeſtine 
matches rarely meet with any content. For he that 
runs away with a woman, only becauſe her fortane will 
repair the ruins of his eſtate, having no other confide- 
ration than what ſhe has, © he ſeldom regards what 

ets, | 
1 (c) Bathing is ſo frequent amongſt the Turks por | 
every occafion, as well civil, as religious, that it 
would be wonderful if they had omitted it in theſe So- 


lemnities, 
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them, that when ſhe goes to the Bath, her neareft Re- 
| lations walk before her, with lighted Torches 1a their 
Hands. By Means of a Duſt, which they call Elcana, 
they make the Hair of the Bride (4) red; as alſo her 
Nails, the (-) Palms of her Hands, her Feet and her 
Heels. | BE. | 
The Marriage-day being come, the Bridegroom ſends 
a Preſent to the Cadis er Judge, deſiring his Advice 
ahout the Dowry he gives his Bride. That done, the 
Sagois, his particular Friend, accompanied by all the 
Gueſts, with a great Number of Muſical Inſtruments, 
Drums, Pipes and Trumpets, goes to the Bride's Houſe: 
Zing come zhither, he is intreated with his Company 
to fit down; and after a Banquet, the Bride*s Father 
takes her by the Hand, and delivers her te the (/) Sa- 
eos, who preſently ſets her on Horſeback, and carries 
| Fer to the Bridegroom's Houſe : All the Relations and 
Gueſts follow her; and after them, Carts and Horſes 
that carry the (g) Furniture. The Bride rides with a 


. (d) No colour is more glorious, tho* green is more 
delightful. Moft of the eaftern people were of opinion, 
that yellow hair was moſt beautiful; and we ſee the 
beft araughts of Venus are with yellcw hair. But 19 
make that and their nails quite red, is merely becauſe 
it is ſomething charming amongſt them, and therefore 
| thought as neceſſary as it is ornamental. 

e The natural beauty of a hand, when you have 
paſi d by that of its ſhape, is to be red within, as it 
ſhould be white without ; and as a little is beautiful, 
they conjecture, that to be more red, is to be ſoa much 

more beautiful, | | | 

(J) Here nature ſubmits to policy, the father ſur- 
renders to the magiſtrate, and he becomes her civil pa- 
rent, and diſpeſes of her. 5 | 

(eg) Which has a double meaning in it, being done for 
ſecurity, as well as oftentation, © 1855 
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Veil over her Face, and an Umbrello over her Head; 
having on each Side her Servants, Chambermaids and 
Nurſes, that lament the (+4) loſs of her Virginity. In 
the mean Time, ſhe ſalutes all ſhe meets by the Way, 
bowing her Head; which Women never do, only on 
that Day. 
When ſhe is come to the Bridegroom' 8 Houſe, the 
ets off her Horſe, and he receiving her, carties her, 


with the other Women, into a Chamber diſtinct from 


that of the Men ; ; where after Supper, the Ball begins. 
When every one is withdrawn, the Sagois takes the 
Bride by the Hand, and leading her to the Bridegroom's 
Chamber, delivers her'to the Eunuchs, that lock after 
her. till he comes. When he is with her, he takes off 
her Veil at firſt, then all the (7) reſt of her Clothes, ſhe 
pretending ſome Reſiſtance, eſpecially at the laſt. The 
next Day the Sagois makes his Compliments and (4) 

Jeſts 


69 jep tha'; daughter and her companions avent upon 


be hills and lamented her virginity z but not that it was 


tobelof, but that ſhe was not to loſe it. So great a difference 
time aud people make upon one, and the ſame thing, Hoav- 
ever in our more virtuous times, i ſuch a ceremony were 
practicable, we ſponld not always hear thoſe outcries and 
lamentations upon the wedding-day ; unleſs with frequent 
(not 10 ſay continual) hypecriſy For moſt of /uch cattle 
are the firſt bawds to their miſftreſſes. 

(i) Tis matter enough of merry ſpeculation, to ſee how 
handy æ inan is at undreſſing a young woman cube he is to 
lie avith as ſoon as it is done Ana how dexterous he is in 


dreſſiug himſelf after avards, for fear of another ſummons 
4% the lifts. 


C 40 There is nothing Jo difficult to go through, but it 
gives a ſecret ęleaſure in relating it afterey ards ; ; and 
as mankind is naturally very malicious, it is a titilla- 


F tion 
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Jefls with the Bridegroom, while the Bride is taken by 
her Relations and Chambermaids to a Bath, where they 


(/) waſh ber all over again. 
Theſe are the Ceremonies uſed by Perſons of Quality: 


The ordinary People do it with leſs Pomp and Noile. 


Tne Turks may marry their (22) Siſters, provided they 
begin with the eldeſt: for if they begin with the 
youngeſt, they cannot mary the others. 5 

The Arabians formerly took their Wives for a Time 
(2) certain, expreſly agreed; And that there might be 
ſome ſhew of Matrimony in their Contract, the Wife 
gave her Husband for a Portion a (o) bearded Arrow: 
However, ſhe was to leave him at the Time limited, 
This proceeded from the great Luſt that reigned in both 
Sexes, equally delighting all their Lives in Change; 
inſoniuch, that a Woman has been married in one 


Place 


tion 1 us, to reflect upon others ſufferings: And conſider- 
ing what creatures auomen are, no wonder the man is 
laugh'd at, for expecting a maiden-head on a wedding-day, 
of his own wife eſpecially. | | 

(1) It avere more reaſonable to waſh the man, than the 
aboman, conſidering the tediouſneſs of his journey requires 
refreſhing, and the feulneſs of the road cleaning. 

(m) A great many men of other countries are of opinion, 
that a good thing ſhould not go out of their families; and 
tho" the law is not indulgeut enough to permit us to marry 
cur fifters, yet ſeveral have taken the opportunity to lie 
ewith them before any body el/e aid. 

Cn) The knoeving it could reſtrain them no longer than 
a limited time, the bond was ſo much the leſs inſupportable, 
as 755 were ſure of a diſcharge after a term of years pre- 

cribed. | "> ; 

£ Ce, Herely foe ſeal'd the fidelity of her promiſe, and 
gave him an Inſtrument, to uſe equally againſt herſelf if 
foe prov'd untrue, and thoſe that ſhould endeavour to /up- 
plant ber Virtue. 
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Place, was brought to bed in another, and bred up 
her Children in a third, Without ever enjoying any Re- 
poſe. 


Thoſe of Arabia Felix had their Wives in every 
Houſe in common, who lay with the moſt vigorous. | 


He that came fit, left his Staff at the Woman's Cham- 


ber Door; which was a fign that Place was taken up. 
It was eleemed Adultery, lying with a Man of another 
Fami! 
New the Hralians marry as many Wives as they 
ages without rejecting any, as the Turis do; but 
uy them, and only obſerve never to take any that is 
not of their Family or Tribe, As to other Formalities, 
they obſerve the ſame Ceremonies in their Marriages as 
the Turks. ; 
When the Perſſans make Love, and are willing to 
ſhew their Miftreſſes that they are very affectionate and 


faithful, they (p) burn themſelves on ſome Part of their 


2 Bodies 


* Arabia is a very large country in Aſia, and is divi- 
ded into three parts: Delerta, which is the leaſt of all 
three, and lies moſt North, Foelix, the greateſt of all 
three, and lies extended te the ſouth and eaſt; and is en- 
compaſſed on all fides by the ſea, except foward: the north, 
ewhere it bounds on the other tæuo Arabia's : There are in 
it many kingdoms, and great cities. Perrdon or Stony 
Arabia Hes more weſt. 

If women were not to believe our lowe, till uch 
times they had theſe infallible marks of a diftinguiſh'd va- 
tug and efl:cm; I fear they would languifh out all thor - 
youth in a vain expetation For "y will bear and. lie, 
and curſe themſeives faſt enough; tut for a red-hot iron 


coming near their fleſh, to demonſtrate their integrity and 
pallion, awe bumbly and as heartily deſire 10 be excus'd. 
Hit abent no Jariher than throwing a wig in the 
fire, burning a Lat, or cutting off the lappet of a Coat, awe 
might 


\ 
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Bodies, by ſetting Fire to their Cloaths, ſo that the 
burning may be viſible, and in this Manner preſent 
themſelves to them! who, if they accept them, have 
ſo much Pity as to fend () Fillets and Scarfs of Silk, to 
wiap up their Sores : All thoſe are always moſt eſteemed, 
that put themſelves to the greateſt Pain. They marry 
many Wives, which they may part with: The Nobility 
have as many as (-) they pleaſe ; but the Commonality 
exceed not Seven, The Day appointed for the Mar- 
riace of any great Perſon, his Relations and Friends 
get together at his Houſe, dreſs'd in his Liveries: 
Others that are not ſuch particular Friends, are dreſs'd 
as they pleaſe, but as fine as they can. The Bride goes 
from her Houſe on Horſeback, with her Relations and 
Friends alſo on Horſes, with many Singers before, The 
Bridegroom comes likewiſe from his Houſe in the ſame 
Order; that is with a Train of his Relations and Friends; 
and the two Troops being mer, they go together to the 
Bride's Houſe, where they have a Pall, When it is 


Time to go to Bed, two Men conduct the Bridegroom 
into 


might peraduemure no? Nick eut at juch a proof of our aß. 
| fection, but for une Step farther, excuſe me is the Mord. 


(2) Some xvomen are of opinion that a foel makes a good 
husbard, becauſe he is eafily gavern'd, und as eafily put up- 
on; but he that ean Jubmit to theſe hard laws, deſerves to 
be married indeed ; Bedlam 7s 100 good for him. 


(7 If a man sua, but to do it but once, there would be a 
thouſand objections to deter any man from it; but avhere 
the benefit of Polygamy is /o judicionfly indulg'd; this is 
the moſt ſuperlative folly that ever was invented, or con- 
ſented to, unleſs by the neceſſity of ſuch ſcarifications, they 
hop'd to quell the impetuoſity of looſe mens defires Aud ad 
once crucify the fleſp, and the luſts thereof. 


” 
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into the Bride's Chamber, who comes in another Way: 


The Company continue dancing; and about (3) Mid- 
night an old Woman comes into them, with a Cloth 
having the Signs of the Bride's Virginity ; which being 
preſented to the Bridegroom's Relations and Friends, 
they appear well contented : but when theſe cannot be 
ſhewn, ſome old Women take the Bride from Bed, and 
the Bridegroom rejects her in the Preſence of the Com- 


pany, after he has paid her a ſmall Sum of Money; 


and then her Parents carry her Home in great (F) Af- 
lliction. | | 
'The Inhabitants of the Iſlands of Cambaya, Palen- 
dura and the þ Maldives in Ala, obſerve this peculiar 
Ceremony in their Marriages; When the Parties are 


ag reed, the Bride ſends two of her neareſt Relations by 


her Father's Side, who are authorized to repreſent her. 


Theſe with the Bridegroom go before their: Miniſter, 


F-4 ** called 

(s) Theſe bridegrooms are good, able and expert work- 
men, or elſe they uſe but ſmall gimblets that bore /o ſoon : 
Unleſs peradventure, the ſtuff} they work on is very flaccid 
and yielding. For ſome vigorous men well fbill'd in the 
aijcipline of love, have made briſt efforts enough, and 
Ce hab d themſelves with gallantry enough, and yet could 
not make themſelves maſters cf the trenches, in /o ſhort a 
time as theſe people allow of. 3 

(t) Indeed it is no [mall reaſcn for a parent's diſcontent, 
to have their daughter proclaim'd a whore in the preſence 
Fall her relations, enjoy'd noa by another man, perad- 
venture get with child too into the bargain, and after all 
turned back upon their hands with infamy. ; 

* Cambaya 7s a &ingdom in the Eaſt-ludies over againſt 
ze iſle of Borneo ; bounded on the Weſt with the kingdom 
Siam, and on the eaſt with that of Conchin. 

+ The Maldives i» Aſia are certain iſlands, vaſt in ex- 
cent, and incredible for number. | 
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called Pard;arc, or Naito; who takes the Bridegroom 
by the Hand, and aſzs him if he will marry the Woman 
propos'd, and on the Conditions offer'd, He aſks the 
Bride's Friends the ſ{aitae: And after Conſent declar'd, 


the uſual Ceremonies are perform'd in Preſence of the 


Relations, who are Witneſſes of this Contract, They 


$9 thence to the Woman, who is expecting them at 


ome ; where they are entertain'd, and have Muſick, 
Many go then to compliment the New-mairied, to 
whom they ſend Preſents ; - as the Bridegroom does to 


the Pandiaro (u) that married him, and to the King and 


Queen, if the Marriage be where they reſide. When 
the King himſclf marries, all bis Subjects are obliged 
to make him Preſents; as Cloth, Turbans, Meats, 
Fruits and Flowers. 


They may have at the ſame Time three Wives, if 


able to maintain them; but not more: And when all 
are at home, the Huſband is obliged to divide himſelf 
(w) equally among them, and cohabit as long with oneas 
another. 'The Women bring nothing to their Huſbands, 
| who 

(u) The priefthood have ever had a great and terrible 
eJcendant over the laity, they make their function neceſſary 
zn every thing almoſt, in order only to make it beneficial to 
them afterward : So wwe are firſt gull'd out of our reaſon, 
and then out of our ready money. 8 
(av) This impoſition is not only unpleaſant, but unrea - 
Jonable; for how is it poſſible for a man to have an equal 
tenderneſs, value and concern for three ſeveral wives ? 
The one he marries for one conhderation, the other for a 
guite different one, and the third for down-right love and 
&ffeftion, The variety of his motives to marry them, 
gives an equal /irength and vigour to the various deſires 


and inclirations he has to them; Now to neceſſitate him to 


be equally kind to theſe he does not equally care for, is flat 
iyrauny to exact, fince impoſſible to be perform'd. 
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Who are to accommodate them with what they want, 


and to be at the Charge of the Wedding, beſides allot- 


ting them a Dowry, which they call Rang. The Men 
marry when they pleaſe; but the Women are married | 


by their Parents, when they are ten or eleven Years old, 


to the (x) firſt that deſires them. The Orphans, -or 
thoſe that have no Mothers alive, are oblig'd ro ſtay till 
fifteen Years. The Pandiarii, or Naibi, the Miniſters 
of their Temples, aſk if thoſe who are to be married 
be either Brothers and Siſters, or Couſins, or whether 
uſed to call ſo ; for if that has been at any Time, tho? 
long ſince, ſuch an imaginary Relation js ſufficient 
to hinder any Marriage. The Husband may leave 
his Wife at any Time, if ſhe (y) conſent; and thou: zh 
ſhe does (z) not, he may leave her, paying her 


Dowry. 
Through 


(x) For fear it may be, they ſhould never be ſought 


in marriage again; or at leaſt miſcarry before that 


eviſh'd-for day might happen: remembering ſtill, tis good 


zo be ſure; and a wiſe man will not defer that * the 


morrow which may be done to day, 

„ That is no more than reaſonable ; 1 as they 
came togetier by conſent, /o when any confiderable was 
riances happen and they find themſelves diſappointed in 
that mutual felicity they propaſed by their union, both 
parties being. agreed, they eught to live aſunder, who 
cannot be happy under the ſame roof. 

Cx) I. ſeems nothing but covetouſneſs makes the 
woman's conſtnt neceſſary : for if he will part with 
his money, he may at any Time part from his wife, 
What would ſome of our country men give to pro- 
cure ſuch an att of parkament? the ſpeaker of 
the houſe of commons would get more for ſuch 4 


bill, than all ihe naturalization of the French re- 
Fugees. 
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Through all the Iſle of * Ceylan, Men may marry as * 

many Wives as they can keep, and take them at hs 

Ten Years old, as in the Iſles of Cambaya, and the N 

Maldives. ww” 

The Mahometans in the Ile of Java + may have no 5 

more than four or five Wives; but as many Concubines th 

as they pleaſe, and can maintain. The Wedding. day, 15 

their Friends, Slaves and Domeſticks, are richly habit - * 

ed, and ſet before the Houſes of the Bridegroom and 55 

Bride many Pikes, with Fringes of white Cotton and 9 

red, and diſcharge ſeveral Guns. Aſter Noon, the * 

Bridegroom goes forth in this Manner: Four Men go 

firſt, that have many Sticks faſten'd to a Pole, which | 8 

others ſtrike with little Sticks : Theſe are follow'd again Ki 

by others, who carry long Drums, which they beat ei- tl 

ther with Sticks, or their Hands: After theſe, others RB 

ſtrike againſt Sticks tied about their Necks; and of them | 

there are often Sixty, Eighty, or an Hundred, accord- q 
ing to the Condition of the B:idegroom : Then you ſce 

others again with Peacocks Feathers, and Hortes Tails ; b 

and they follow'd by Thirty or Forty, arm'd with 1 

= Shields, Darts and Swords, who from Time to Time | 

is ſtop in the Streets, to ſtrike together, or dance, for the a 
Diverſion of the Spectators: There are others with 
Drums and Sticks follow'd by Thirty young Women 

= richly dreſs'd ; ſome carrying Flowers, others Pictures, 
ö little gilt Boxes, Moveables, and Habits of all Sorts, to 

= preſent from the Bridegroom to the Bride. The Wo- 

[ men ſollow immediately, who likewiſe carry divers 1 

} 


Pieces "oy 


— IS 


Ceylan, or Zeilan, 7s an ifland in the Faſt-Indies, 
of an oval form, 650 miles in compaſs, and contains 
nine kingdoms; the principal of which is, the kingdom 
* of Candic, in the middle of the iſland. 
bt + Java 7s @ great iſland in the Eaſt- Indian foe, 200. 
F /Jeagues in length. It is divided into nine kingdoms, the 
greateſt of which is Bantam, 
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Pieces of Houſhold-ſtuff. * The Bridegroom is on Horſe- 
back, richly dreſs'd, having (a) two of his moſt inti- 
mate Friends riding on each Side of him; and a great 
Number of Perſons invited to the Wedding, conclude 


the Shew. When they are come to the Bride's 3 


all the Drums ſtay for the Bridegroom at the Door; an 
the Men that carry the Arms, make a Lane for the Wo- 


men that have the Furniture; after whom, the Brides 


groem arriving, he diſmounts, and then the Bride ap- 
pea's with a Veſſel of Water,. who on her (5) Knees 
waſhes his Feet; and taking him by the Hand, leads 
him into the Houſe, where they continue ſome Time to- 
gether: Then he lead ng her, goes out with all the 
Company; and in the ſame Order as before, they go to 


his Houſe, where the Bridegroom enters firſt, then all 


the Gueſts, who are entertain'd at the Marriage Feaſts 


for three Days together, 


The Inhabitants of the Ifles of “ Molucca, that have 
ſtill ſome Relicks of Idolatry with the Mahometan Reli- 
gion, which the Per/fians a d Arabians have introduc'd 
there, may have as many Wives as he can keep; but 
are ſo jealous, they ſuffer no one to ſee them at home; 
and yet ſo luſtful, there are few that have not ſome (c) 


: Cor- 
(a) Every nation Cilis obſervable) has Something in 


the /ame nature of our bride-men and bride-mards. 
(b) This humble proftration ſhews the abſcluteneſs of 


the husband over the wife, and her intire re/ignation tc 


bim: ſubmilling even from the beginning ta the wileſt 
Function of his waſſals: a piece of condeſcenſion which 


would be wery much reſented if propos*d to our haughty 
dames of England. 
* The ifles of Molucca are fine and ſmall iſlands to- 


dar di the eveltern foore of the ifle of Gilolo, in ihe 


Eaſt Indies. ; 

(c) *Tis not the variety a man has at his own table, | 
prevents his appetites at another's; nay, a man ſhall | 
eat with a guejt abroad, what he could not reliſh at | 
heme. Taſting the ſweets of variety, gives him anly looſer | 
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Correſpondence abroad. He that defires a young Wo- 
man in Marriage cannot ſee her, unleſs all be firſt a- 
8 then he ſees her, and is oblig'd at the ſame 
Time to take his Bride he (d) never ſaw before, and 
carry her home with him. 

Thoſe of Barbary, eſpecially ſuch as are rich, marry 
many Women, which they buy not, as other Tur#s, but 
have Portions with them. They retain in their Mar- 
riages many Rites left them by the Georhs and Vandals, 
who govern'd in theſe Parts; but are ſo (e) jealous, 
that the married Women dare ſcarce ſhew their Faces un- 
cover'd to their own Fathers. | 3 

The Moors of Morocco have many lawful Wives, be- 
fides the Concubines the Alcoran permits. When they 
marry, they go to the Cadis, or Judge, with a Notary 
and Witneſſes, and draw up the Inſtrument of Mar- 
riage ; that is, write what the Huſband gives the Wife ; 
and this they call the Codaſca, becauſe in theſe Coun- 
tries the Parents give not Fortunes to their Daughters, 
as in Barbary; and when the Husband leaves them, (a 
Practice allow'd) he pays them what he has engag'd. 

ö They 


defires, and he extends his wiſhes to every object he turns 


his eyes upon. 

(4) Some may think this a hardſoip : but it has its 
conweniences, as well as its calamities; the? he may not 
like, he may not loath, and no fond impreſſions being an» 
tecedentiy made; they ſeem to expect nothing more than 
common happineſs, and that prudence may procure em; 
ewhereas theſ? exalted tranſports, which a violent paſſion 


| N 1 promiſes, meet with diſappointment, and that makes em 


miſerable, | | 

(e) Jealouſ never ſecur'd a woman's virtue, tho it 
has often prowek'd it to take a ſuitable revenge; think- 
ing they have a right to be whores, when a Ja vourabl.“ 
opportunity is preſented, becauſe they are treated as if 
they were already ſo, 


— 
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They have great Rejoicings at their Marriages; and 
great Expences, eſpecially among Perſons of Quality, 
that. thence comes the Proverb, Li Chriſfiani ſpendons 
-Zutte le loro incbexxe in liti, gp Ebrei nella loro Pajqua, 
eli Mori nelle loro Nozze. - The Chrikians /pend all they 
have in Law; the Jews in their Paſſover ; and the 
Mecors in their Marriages. The Wedding-day the 
Bride rides on a Mule 1ichly harneſs'd, and is hid in a 
Sort of a Tower, made with Hoops, and cover'd with 
Tapeſtry, ſo that ſhe is not ſeen by any one, though 
through a thin Veil ſhe can ſee the People; and in this 
Equipage goes through the City, follow'd by many 


| Mules laden with Gold, given her for her Dowry. 


Men and Women follow the Mules; the (7) Women 
only ſing, or rather howl, in a manner enough to ſtrike 
Terror, rather than excite Mirth; among which Cryings 
are heard double (g) Drums, after the Mooriſb Way, which 
make another very (Y) od1ous Noiſ-. This Proceffion 
ended they go to Dinner, and then return to the publick 
Place; where, if the Bridegroom be a Man of Quality, 
all his Friends get on Horſeback again, and exerciſe 
with the Lance before the Bride for two or three 
Hours, and then all go home. | . 
: 7 


(V) The women are only thought proper to perform this 
noiſy ceremony, becauſe moſt of the diſputes ariſe through 
their folly, and the clamours and contentions through their 
perver/ene/s. 3 

(g) 'Tis fit ſome deeper noiſe ſhould be made by the 
man, is drown the clamours of an obſtreperous wife. 


() Nothing is mere defirable than peace in a fas 


mic, and guarrelling and diſputes are equally odious, as 


they are infamous; and this mixture of crying and hawl- 
ing, drumming and finging, is a very natural and lively 


repreſentation of the many confuſſons incident to man aud 


evife, and that little mirth and quiet they ſometimes en- 


je, ts frequently imbiiter\d with domeftick jars, 
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If the Bride be a Perſon of very great Quality, ſhe 
rides on a Camel richly habited, as before, only the „ 
Clothes that hang down are Silk and Gold Brocades, and Wit 
when ſhe has gone round the principal Places of the . 
City is brought back to her Father's Houſe, then to 
her Husband's; where all the Gueſts meet together to 
dance and feait. If the Husband finds not his Wife a 
Maid, he (2) rejects her, and ſends her home with all 
ſhe has brought: But if on the contrary, he find her 
what he deſires, the Feaſts are doubled the next Day, 
the Fes obſerve here the ſame Cuſtoms. 

The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Fez, as ſoon as 
the Father has promis'd his Daughter to him that ſued 
for her, uſe to get together the Relations and Friends on 
both Sides, in the Moſques, where two Notaries, in the 
Preſence of Witneſſes, write the Marriage- Contract: 
Then the Bridegroom' takes all bis Company to Dinner: ; 
The Father of the Bride likewiſe treats his Friends. ot 


-When the Bridegroom brings his Bride home, he ſends M 
a Litter cover'd with Silk Brocades ; and ſhe is attended th 
by their Relations and common Friends with much th 
"Muſick. The married Men go firſt with Torches in 3 
their Hands ; and their Wives follow with the like. £C 
They all go to the great Piazza, where the Bridegroom 8 


having ſaluted the Father and Relations of his Bride, 
takes Leave of them; and making haſte, goes to expect 
the Company at his Houſe, when they are come, 


the Father delivers the Bride either to the Bridegroom's ce 
Mother, or to himſelf, who is ſhut up with her. If A. 
he finds her a Virgin, the Entertainments follow; if 

| ; not, wy 

la 

| FC 

(:) This is not ſo commonly done, as it is reaſonable it ” 
ſhould be. For it is hard to oblige a man to live awith a | | 
 -ewoman he has found a whore, even the firſt night of his * 
nuptiali. Ws . p 
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20t, he gives her to her Relations, and bey return (4) 
without any: 

They make three Feaſts i in the Solemnity of ther 
Marriages ; ; the firſt, | that Night the Bride is brought 
home; the ſecond, the next Day, which is only for the 
Women; and the third, the ſeventh Day, when they 
ſay the Bride is made a Woman; and at this her Father, 
Mother, and all her Relations bear a Part. That Day 
the Father makes Preſents to his Son- in-Jaw ;. as Sweet. 
meats and Sheep. When the Huſband goes firſt abroad, 
which he is not uſed to do till the ſeventh Day, they 
have a Cuſtom for him to buy Fiſh, and bring them - 
home, and give them either to his Mother or ſome o- 
ther Woman, who cafls them at his Wite's Feet, as 4 
Sign of (1) good Luck. 

+ Beſides theſe three Entertainments, they have two 
others in the Father's Houſe ; one the Day before the 
Marriage of his Daughter, when they dance all Night; 
the other the Day after, for the Women that dreſs'd 
the Bride. Theſe do their Duty with much Ceremo- 

ny! for they adorn her Head with much Wantonneſs, 
cover her Lips with Vermillion, paint her Hands 


and Feet with a ſhining (n) Black, laying on little 
8 


Things 


7 ) T hey Bee e 220 great r DEP 3 to expect a friendly re- 
ception, that hade pat a flrumpet wpcn a believing man, i u- 
ftead of a chaſte virgin. 

- 0) What relation fp has to good Inch, does not occur ts 

But every mation hes its difering fopperies and ido- 
Jordi: Fijh T know'is very nouriſÞing, and very nume- 
Fous in its eucreaſe: If tor ceremony tends to adumberate 
{uſt and procreation, I can readily admit of it. 

(in) As wwe haze cur licks and paints, and white works 
to adorn us in Europe; they ba ve as many decorations 10 
adorn their brides with. Black being as great à beauty 
amongſt them, as white is amongſt us: No wonder then 
they ſtudy ro 2 be their charms, and add lufire to their 


aataral F 
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Things that will not laſt long ; at which Time the Bride 
hs: « oh in an eminent Place, that ſhe may be ſeen 

by all. | „ 4 
When ſhe is gone to her Huſband's Houſe, her 
Friends ſend many large Veſſels, full of Bread ſteep'd in 
Oil and Honey, and often whole Sheep roaſted ; and 
he invites many Perſons to his Feaſt, among whom he 
diſtributes theſe Preſents. Yes | ; 
If a Widow marry, it is done with Ca) leſs Noiſe : 
And ia the Entertainment they give only Beef, Mutton 
and Pallets, all boiled: The Number of the Gueſts 
muſt not exceed ten or twelve Perſons. The common 
People feaſt at leaſt Expence; for at their Marriages 
they have a great Wooden Platter, with minc'd Meat 

and Pottage. 6 IRE 
Thoſe of Algiers and Tunis do not imitate the other 
Mahometans in the great Multiplicity of their Wives, 
but are content with one or two; for they are obliged 
ſtrictly to obſerve an Equality among them, and to treat 
them in the ſame Manner, aſſigning to each the ſame 


If Quantity of Moveables and Service. This binders (o) not 


their being Rivals and having cruel Hatreds to one ano - 
| ther, 


domplexions, by ſuch a hue as is taking to them, the odious 
. ; I 


(n) No reaſon that a ſecond-handed wife ſhould have 
all the pomps and ſbeau of a virgin bride. *Tis happy 
enough for her ſhe meets with a ſecand cully, Two 
triumphs, are too much for one maiden-head. Iuſtead of 
Javing a citizen fhe has deſtroy d one, and endanger'd a 
ſecond. | 


(o) No civil uſage from a huſband can reconcile tao 


divers to each other. Rivalſhip will mate em hate, and 


Batred will male em murtherers. This is the miſery of 
the man, as well as the nature of the beaff, 


le 


7 
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ther, which deſcend to their Children, and are often the 


Cauſes of many Tragedies. 'They are in Love as others, 


without ever ſeeing their Miſtreſſes; but having obtaio'd 
them of their Parents, they affien the Dowry, which 
muſt be accepted by them. Some Days before the Mar- 
riage, the Lover ſends his Miſtreſs diveis Sorts of Meats, 
and they make a Feaſt and Ball at both their Houſes. 
In her own Houſe the young Women fits on the 


Ground, for in Barbary they uſe no Chairs nor Stools ; 


and while they dance ſhe changes her Dreſs (p) often- 
times appearing among them with theirHands and Arms 
painted, and ſometimes her Face all cover'd with divers 


Jewels. About Night ſhe is conducted with her Face 
cover d, attended with Drums, and other Infiruments of 
Muſick; and her Husband takes her, and is ſhut up with 


her in his Chamber, while all her Relations an xiouſly 


expect to know whether ſhe be found a Virgin, that 


they may go on with the uſual Rejoicings on the like 


Occaſions. The new married continue ſeven Days at 


home, without going abroad, only the Husband goeth 
forth to the Bath, which he is obliged to do as often as 
he enjoys his Wife. | 

The Moors of Egypt have many Wives, which they 
keep in the ſame Seraglio, or Cloiſter, where every one 


has her particular Chamber: But the Maors of Granada 


that were driven from Spain, called Moros Frances, can 


have no more than one Wife. Thoſe of Egypt, the 


better to aſſure their Miſtreſſes of their Affection for 
them, (2) burn their Bodies with red hot Irors, and 
| ; 1 2 cut 


1 By this various and gaady appearance, They endea” 


 evour to attrac their hushands love and ate ion: Fer as 


en? dreſs may not charm ſo much as another, ſo every one 


gives new beauties by the ſhifting of the ſcenes. 


(7) This is the ſame violent proceeding as the Perſians 
je, and therefore needs not be farther inſiſted on. 
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cut their Arms in many Places before them; and if àt 

is a Sign they ſhall obtain what they deſireG. 
They who inhabit 7a/ofarum and Senega among the 

Negroes, marry as many Wives as they can keep ; tho” 

they ſhew greater Honour to ſome, than others, accord- 

ing to their Birth or Worth of their Families. As ſoon 


ſuch an Action their Miſtreſſes (-) kiſs their Hands, it 


as a Woman is known to be with Child, her Husband 
. mult /) not lie with her any more till ſhe is brought 


to Red. 


The Tartars that are Subjects to the Maſcowites, mar- 


ry many Wives; and the more they have, are eſteem'd 
the Richer, and more reſpected; and that makes them 
ſtrive which ſhall have moſt. 8 
- The Tartars de Procop, called the Little Tartars, have 
alſo many Wives; they buy oftentimes Slaves, that 
they oftentimes make their Wives by whom if they have 
Childien, and live virtuouſly, they are treated very 


honourably; and therefore often have very modeſt and 


Ct) obedient Wives, being deliver'd from the Miſery 


(7) Vi miftire/s will not ki/s her hand to me upon leſs 


rigorous terms, ſhe may kiſs ber own breech if he pleaſes 3 


Jalil trouble my head no farther about her. I will nat 
buy Gold boo dear, ; 


- 


- 


bis is very agreeable to the grand Inſtitution of 
matrimony : For wvhy ſhould a man labour in vain: And 
ſaw his ground where the fied muſt not only be infallibly 
deft, but may be peradventure detrimental to the crop that 
is already ſhot up!? Nature cannot but be wiſe, and we 


' fee foe refuſes the Company of the male creatures, when 


ence they are impregnated. 


(H) An argument of a very grateful and generous dif 


' poſition among ſt their women : Whereas,' if a man does ſe 
in England, /þe is the firſt that domineers, and inſults over 
the family; nay, upon a Mall provocation, ewill comb his 
big with a three legged ſtool. However, ſome have been 

fo raſh as to venture. 


9 
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of Slavery, to the Liberty of Marriage. There reigns 
ſuch an horrid Jealouſy among the Tartars, that they 
never ſaffer theif Wives to go to Church, or any where 
without them: And they are the ſame to their (a) 
Concubines, though they have very great Number of 
them. When any Man dies after Marriage-promis'd, 
the Woman is not allow'd to marry, becaule they think 
they ſhall meet in the other World, and (w) conſum- 
mate there. FF e 

(u} Jealouſy is never mote juſtifiable” than towards 
Such wvomen as have made familiar with their own vir- 
tue; yet if a man will be ſo preſumptuous as to tare more 
ground in his hands than he can conveniently acenpy, nature 
ab not that it ſhould lie waſte: Hie ought to conſider his 


och, or to ſubmit to the conſequences of bis folly, 


(zo) If the poor bridegroom finds he has been prevented 


in peſſeſſion of his bride, when he has diſcover'd it in 


Vorher avorld, what meaſures muſt the man have of repa- 
ration, for I preſume they cannot ſend them back to their 
Friends again ? So here their cafe is deſperate. | 
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MARRIAGE CE REMONIES; 


ad now Uſed in all 


PARTS of the. WORLD. 


* — — — * — — i. id 


PAR T III. 


The” Cuſtoms and Ceremonies 1 in 
the Marriages of the Idolaters and 
5 | : 


R 


HE Indi ang are either Pagans, Mahometans, Jeaus, 
Chriftians, of St. Thomas, or Reman Catholicks ; 
but as they all follow in their Marriages thoſe'Rules their 
Religion preſcribes them; we will diſcourſe in this Part 
only of thoſe that remain yet in the Darkneſs of Paga- 
niſm and Idolat ry. 
In ſome Places, the Pagans have only one principal 
Wife (but as many others as they pleaſe) with whom 
Contract 3s commonly made at Marriage, that they 
| all caſt themſelves i into their Holſtands (a) Funeral- 
5 Pile. 


( 1f we were ig * Such a Claufe inferted i in our 
Wedding 


| 


o 
4; 


dies. 


nd ians, for they conſummate long before twelve, and 


* 
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Pile. Their Marriages are celebrated eight Days, wich 
Muſick, Balls and Feaſts; and all that Time the Gueſts 
apply themſelves to nothing but Singing, Dancing, and 
all Sorts of Rejoicings. They dance after their Manner, 
two and two together in divers Couples; when they 
meet, they change two little 50 Sticks they hold in 
their Hands. EL 1 5 SN | 
The People of * Cuntan and Palagatta marry their 


Sons at Seven or Eight Years of Age, and make them 


conſummate at (c) Twelve. Before the Marriage, the 
Relations entertain for a Fortnight, ſitting at a Table 
almoſt Day and Night, Drums and Trumpets playing. 
The Wedding-day all the Relations meet together at the 
Bridegroom's Houſe, and fitting on the Ground, con- 
firm the Marriage; after which, to add greater Force to 

1 their 


evedding writings, I fear me, eve Pould moft of us be-. 
batchelors : is a from nature to compel à young 
woman to be burnt, becauſe her husband died before. 
Sure theſe wives are very tender and cautious of their 
husbands in a fit of fickneſs, fince both their lives are 


/o fatally twiſted in the ſame thread. What would our. 


widows think of this contract, that can follow a fourth: - 
husband to the grave, and are not unprovided of ano- 
ther at the ſame inſtant. 95 ; . 

(b Their dancings being not altogether ſo methedical 
as our country dances, thoje Sticks ſerve to know their 


own partners by, "when" they meet in confufion of their 
merriment. = 


* Cunkan' is @ conſiderable kingdom in the Eaſt-In- | 
+ Balagatta, or Balagnatta, is a country of Aſia, 1 


mong mountains, in a peninſula of India, near the river 


Ganges. A | 
(c) Some of our Europeans are as forward as the/e 


are 


* 
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their Promiſe s, they walk Ca). ſeven times . the | mony 
. Fire. They marry always with Perſons of their Iron e 
own Rank; and the Bride brings nothing to ber Huf⸗ There 

band, but a little Jewel of ſmall Value. conſe 

Thee of the Kingdom of * Bi/;:2gar, have no deter- when 

minate Number of Wives? and when mar; ied, the King all thi 

p for a ſmall / Sum from the Women, will, upon their they | 
| Deſire, looſe them from the Bands of Matrimony, and and ( 
| grant them MY to marry others; : and all the Cere- embr 
Th 8 ; 5 1 bo, ip £ Th 

5 | 0 riage 

= - are ' half rotten by that time 0 85 Fu a; init of „ 
| the climate, and their extraordinary. heat, does not ripen India 
| their men much ſooner than our's, ibo ſome of the fruits mini, 
| of ; Heir Soils cart endure our colder blaſts. The 
| (4) Number ſeven hns been thought to have ſomething ners 
 wery myſtical in it: And all the Heathens in general had Seve 
i a particular venera'ion for it : And ave cannot but imagine lianc 
| femething in it Since the Jews, avere of that opinion, The 
| © and ave find it commanded in niany Places of rhe ſeripture ry v 
a bite 


| ) There is no queſlien 10 be maae, lu: this was an 
| imprecation upon the aiſltyalliy of the performances of 


| the contradt; as fever al other ce emonies Were uſed 70 (s 

4 expre/s the ſame intentions of fidelity amongſt others : 2 
4 5 

| Tho the mediums differ, . they mean a curſe upon ihe Rot 

| falſe. Not but that the Perhans have fo ſuperſtitious a giv 

Dentration for fire, that if their OE; Was on fire, zbe 

1 aoculd not try to pat it out. | hen 

* Biſnagar, ts 4 Kingdom, and great country in the fect 

Eaſt Indies, ou 

- (f) The party de d. eftring to be obliged, ought to pay ſome | ( 

acknowledgment : 72 man bawving the liberty of variety, Pre 

75 ug great Sufferer by the Jab rations &f one of bis ; tha 

wives ; and tho wehave not the indulgence of numbers, yet offi 


Such à practice amongſt us would be a noble . FI ; 
the crown, it, 


> 


— 


officiate for bim. 


iiber Eaſt Indies. 
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mony of this Divorce is only laying a Piece of (s) 


Iron on the Women's Shoulder, who is by that ſet free. 
There are in that Kingdom many Parents, that by Vow 
conſecrate their Daughters Virginity to ſome Idol; and 


when that is done, they are conducted by Night, with 
all their Relations to the Temple; when come thither, 


they get into a Stone Pulpit, all adorn'd with Tapeftry 
and Cloth of Gold, and in the Preſence of them all, 
embrace the (+) Idol three Times. 

Thoſe of Canara obſerve the ſame Rites i in their Mar- 


riages, as thoſe of Cunban. 


The People of Malabar, that zöbnbit the Coaſt of 
India, on 191 Side Ganges, are divided into the Bra- 
mi ni, Naves, and Macbeſi, that are the meaneſt of them. 
The firſt are the moſt reſpected, and uſe different Man- 
ners of Living, They marry very young, that is, at 
Seven or eight Yeats of Age: They never make an Als 


liance with any of another Rank, and may marry twice, 


The Narri, who live in the Country, cannot only mar- 
ry with none but of their own Degree, but are prohi. 
bited more than one Wife, It is not fo with the Wo- 

men; 


(g) Some ceremotry 7s necefſary, and no great mattey 
hat; however, this is as agreeable to reaſon as the 
Roman manumiſien; who made their ſlaves free, by 
giving them a box on the ear. And if aue may ftrain 
rhe cergmony of the iren a little, the mythology was 10 
fſhew the æuoman, that by being out of the man's pro- 
tection, ſhe had all the Feten. of Life now upon her 
own ſhoulder, which was her husband”s before. 

(2) A merry method indeed of dying a maid; bat 7 
preſume that theſe wotaries are as wiſe, as the papifts 
that wow their virginity to Jeſus chrift, but let his prieſt 


* Malabar is a vaſt Nl or promontory of the 
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fot their (n) Dreſſing and Beauty, They give to all, 


as thoſe of Malabar. 
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men; they may have (:) three Husbands all at the 
ſame Time, who without any (7) Jealoufy, contribute 
to the Maintenance of her, and her Children. When 
one of the Husband's goes to the Wive's Houſe, he leaves 
his Arms at the Door, and the others take care not to 
enter till he is gooe. 1 1 

The Women of Malabar ate very amorous; and 
therefore, as ſoon as their Daughters are fourteen, their 
Parents marry them, to preſerve the Honour of their 


Family, of which they are not very jealous neither; 


concluding they merit greater (7) Eſteem, the 
more Lovers they have. They uſe many Ceremonies 


and Rejoicings in their Marriages. As ſoon as the 


Marriage 1s agreed, they go to the Temple of Pagode, 


to preſent the Bridegroom and Bride to their Prieſts: 


After "fifteen Days, the Relations and Friends of the 
Bride conduct her to her Husband's Houſe, where they 
paſs the Time in Diverſions of Muſick and Balls which 
only the Women make, and ate admir'd by the men 


even 


(i.) Here indeed the avomen ha ve much the tet of the 


lay: And J preſume upon this information it <vas the 


Engliſh ladies, re/olv'd Jo often ro go to the Eaſt Indies 


* 


a to puſh their fortunes. 


(% Cuſtem makes things ea * And as by this inſiitu-+ 
lien they muſt not ſeem ſo much of children as ap- 


peafing their lubricity, ſo one woman is capable enough of 
 arfavering all their attacks with a wigorous ' of prft « 


tion. 7 i ; ; 4 5 
00) 4 crowd of admirers, is other women's vanity 
as ell as theirs, becauſe a mark of univerſal liking - 
And Joe of our parents are as little ſollicitous of their 
daughters conduct, provided they are firlt well married, 
( Where ever there is a conflux of people, the ævo- 
men 


which goes on Foot through the City: They ſtop at 
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even Strangers, Refreſhments. After the Manner of 
the Ccuntry, the new married fit in a rais'd Throne 
richly habited, and ſo loaded with Jewels, they can 
ſcarce bear them. The Room where theſ: Feaſts 
are made, 1s always richly furniſhed with Gold, Ar- 
ras, and Silk; and (z) twice a Day they cover the 
Table, to treat the Gueſts, at the Expence of the Huſ- 
band; the Eride returning home every Night, with the 
Women appointed to wait on her. At laſt (e) fifteen 
Days being ſpent in Rejoicing and Feaſting, the New- 
married get upon an Elephant, richly dreſs'd, fitting 
on two Seats, and are followed by all their Train, 


Relations Houſes, who preſent Sweet Meats to the 
Company, and caſt divers Odoriferous Liquors upon 
the Elephant ; no one omitting to do ſomething, for 
that would be a very great Negle&. 'The Cavalcade 
ended, they all go to the Pagede, or Temple; thence 
to the Bride's Houſe, where they conſummate the Mar- 
riage; and every one in the Train departs after he has 
made a Pre/ent to him that led the Elephant. 
When one of Couchin marries, whoſoever he is, he 
may not lye with his Bride the firſt Night; but is oblig'd 
to give her to a Bramino, who lies with her. Theſe | 
are ſo fear d, and reſpected, no one dares bigger them al 
ving 2 


men ewill appear to all poſſible advantage; dreſſing adds 
to beauty, that to love, and mirth to defire, therefore one 
wedding begets another. | + | 

(n) Theſe people are ſomewhat like the chriſtians in 
{heir good cheer and prodigality. Ye 

(o) This keeping the bridegroom at ſome reaſonable 
diftance, makes his deſires more eager ; thus we lead 
the ffallion up to the mare, and then turn him ſhort from 
her, 16 render him more impetuous. 
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lying with any Woman; () nay, the Common Peo- 
ple are fo fooliſh, to helieve it a Favour, and good 


Omen. | ; 
The Malleani, that live in the Mountains of Malla- 


Sar, have only one Wife, who is (2) always with them, 


even at Hunting. In this they differ very much from 
other Pagans in thoſe: Parts; who, to ſpeak Truth, 
have no Wives, all Women being common among them. 
- In © Bengala they allow Polygamy according to their 
Ab: lities' to maintain them, but keep them in cloſe (7) 
Cuſtody. | | 

In + Peg they have extraordinary Ceremonies in 
their Marriages. As they were heretofore much ad- 
dicted to an unnatural Vice, their Queen made very ſe- 


vere Puniffiments for thoſe that ſhould be con icted of 


it, 


0 they are under. a neceſſity of bavitg the fir 
Frutts of every nuptial, they might truſt em with any 


woman afterwards, unleſs marriages were rare among 


"em, or thei? prieſts numerous and vigorous, . 
(2) This may proceed from jealouſy in the wife; if 
fo, her company cannot but be irkfome- to the good Man, 


who, ten to one, bad rather be with any man's wife in 


the pariſp than his own; à great many beDandy of 
aurs wou'd at leaſt. 1 | f 

* Bengala, or Bengal, is a Kingdom in the Faſt Indies, 
on the river Ganges, under the Great Mogul: II is a 
very fruitful country, and extends 220 leagues from the 
eaſt to weft, and 120 from north lo. ſouth, 

(r) Reftraint makes à woman angry; and the diffi- 
culty of 7 ah heightens defire, this hharpens wit, and 
the devil furniſhes them avith an opportunity; thus the 
poor husband is @ cuckold, notwithſtanding all his 
cares” , - 5 ; 

I Pegy, one of the principal cities in the Eaſt Indies. 
The Kingdem of Pegu was once a moſt potent empire, but 
75 now much diminifhed, | a 
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it, even to the Burning them alive: And to divert 


the Fury of this infamous Luſt, ſhe commanded the 
Women ſhould go almoſt naked, (s) to attract Men's 
Love.to them. When they marry, they muſt pay the 
Father of the young Woman a certain. Sum agreed on, 
which he pays back if he will have his Daughter home, 


from any ill uſage of her Husband, who may likewiſe 


leave her, only he 1s to keep and educate the Children. 
The Woman be naturally. extrearaly amorous, the Men 
are very nice in marrying them, making the ſtricteſt 


Enquiries before they engage. And from hence it is, 
that many Fathers, to preſerve their Daughters Vir- 


gins, ſow up their Pudenda, and in that Condition de- 
liver them to their Husbands, that they may be (2) aſ- 


. certain'd of their Honeſty. 'The King and thoſe of 


the greateſt Quality, lie not the firſt Night with their 
Wives, but admit others, and pay them bountifully, 
that will give themſelves the (z) Trouble. 

H e In 


{s) There are many things in women that ſweetly 
zmpaſe upon our will, and raiſe up the old in us; but for 
all women indifferently to ſhew the greateſt part of their 
charms, in time muſt ruin the very deſign it was en- 
joyn d for. Familiarity auith theſe ebjetts mates the im- 
preſſions feeble, and ſomething conceal'd, while ſome few 


beauties. are expos'd, gives a wonderful Titillation to 
. aefire, and makes all the blandiſhments much more pows 


erful. | | | | 5 | 
(2) IF they have no other ſecurity for the woman's 
being a virgin but a needl:ful of thread, that is but a 


lender one; for I know one who gave 20 guineas for 


him. | | 

(2) This is unaccountable indeed, that a father ſhou'd 
zake ſo much care to preſcrve,a thing, that is not only 
Jo little walued as to be thrown away, but even nen 
are hired to take it away. | 2 


ſuch a commodity, and found his chap had cheated 
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In“ Sam, after the Manner of Pega, they may mar- 
Ty many Wives. But the Mahemetans of theſe Coun- 
tries obſerve not their ridiculous Ceremonies, fit only 
for a Nation blinded with Idolatry. | 
The Chine/e marry their Sons very young, ſome Fa- 
thers marty them as ſoon as they are (av) born. The 
Husband gives the Wife a Dowry. The Wedding Day 
the Bride's Father makes a ſplendid Entertainment, to 
which he invites all the Relations and Friends of his 
new Son. The next Day the Father, or, for Want of 
Him the neareſt Kinſman of the Bridegroom does the 
ſame. After the Entertainment, the Husband gives the 
Dowry to his Bride, in Preſence of all the Gueſts ; 
which ſhe preſently gives to her (x) Father and Mother, 
it they be alive, for the Trouble and Charges they have 
had in Educating her: And therefore here a Man is 
reckon'd rich in Proportion to the Daughters he has. 
The Father may uſe this Dowry with all Freedom; but 
when he dies, it returns to his Daughter, for the Ad- 
vantage of her Children, or to be otherwiſe diſpos'd 
of at her Pleaſure. A man may have many Wives, but 
the firſt married is reckon'd his true Wife; the other 
are only look'd upon as Friends, and often forc'd to do 


the Drudgery of Servants; They live only with the 
firſt, 


i Siam, a town and kingdom beyond apes; in the 
Faſt Indies, 

(ww) Theſe early marriages never turn 10 account, 
they are good to ſecure an eftate for the parties, and 
prevent their throwing themſelves away ; but where all 
eviddings are publick, there is no occafion for this caution. 

(x) We may conclude their women make good wites, 
Vince a husband always purchaſes em; and their parents 
avilling enough to diſpoſe of em, fence it tends /0 highly to 
their benefit to. do it. There are men enough _— us 
avould part with their daughters at that rate, but J 
know none would tale *em Jo. 
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firſt, keeping the others abroad; and if Merchants, in 


Places where they traffic k. J 

They think it unlawful to marry Siſters or other near 
Relations ; and obſerve not to take a Wife of their own 
(O) Name, tho? no relation to them, and marry the 
ſame Age and Quality.” The Conditions of their Mind 
are conſider'd mote than Beauty. The ordinary Price 
they give for them, is, an Hundred Crowns, and often 
leſs. The common People buy and ſell their (z) Wives 
at Pleaſure. Mandoxa, a grave Author, reports, That 
in the Provinces bordering on Tartary, the Governors 
and Vice-Roys preſcribe a certain Time both to the 


Men and Women, within which they are oblig'd either 
to ſhut themſelves up in a Cloiſter, or (a) marry. When 


that Time is come, all that will marry, appear on the 
Set Day at a City appointed in every Province to that 


end. When there, they preſent themſelves to 12 prin-. 


cipal Perſons, nam'd by the King, who take, in Writ- 
ing, the Names of the Men and Women, and their 
Qualities, informing themſelves exactly what Dowries 
the Mea are able to g've. Afterwards they view the 
Liſt, both of the Men and Women, and if they find 


more Men than Women, or more Women than Men, 


they caſt Lots, and the others are married firſt the next 
| H 2 Year 


| (3) Several people in England are of that ſuperſtitious 


opinion, and many inſtances may daily be brought to prove 
the ill ſucceſs of Juch marriages ; but by what fatality 


T can't conjecture. 


(Z) Women are à good commodity in ſeveral countries, 
but here @ man has the advantage of ſelling his evije 


Fairly, and making a penny of her, when he has other- 
oiſe done with her. 

(a) There is no queſtion to be made, but that at cer- 
fain periods and ſtages of time things arrive at per- 
Faction and maturity; who anticipates em, ſpoils em, 
and to retard them is to loje time. 
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Year. Six of the twelve Perfbns divide the Men inte 


three Claſſes ; put the Rich in the firſt, without any Re- 
gard to their (5) Breeding and Accompliſhments ; thoſe 
that are moderately ſo in the next, and the Poor in the 
the laſt, While theſe make the Diviſion in the Men, 
the others divide the Women in three other Claſles ; 
putting in one the faireſt: in another the leſs fair, and 
in the laſt thoſe that are leaſt handſome: They aſſign 
the (c) lefs fair to the leſs rich, without paying any 


thing for them; the leaſt handſome to the Poor; and 


afterwards ſhire among them all the Money they have 
oblig'd the (4) Rich to pay, Theſe Marriages being 
adjulted ia this Manner, they have great Rejoicings in 
the Houſes the King bas appointed them: For in every 
of theſe Cities there are Houſes furniſh'd with many 
Beds, and all Things neceffary for Living; inſomuch 
that every one takes what he wants, and keeps them for 


fifty Days that the Feaſt laſts; after which, they all re- 


turn home. 


All 


(2) Other propie as well as they are wonderfully in- 
clin d to walue riches, and undervalue every qualifica- 
" tion elſe; as if nothing could make men happy, but a- 

bundance of money. EA 

(c) Men with ſmall fortunes muſt not expett hand/ome 
biet, but have a penny-worth according to their penny, 
zohere a juſt diftribution is made between man and Man. 
Beauty Here is the only dowry a woman brings, there- 
fore he that has the- moſt opulent fortune ſhould have 
the hand/omeſt woman, fince it is all he can expect for 
bis money. | 8 | 
(a) This is prudent enough, that as the meaner /ort 
are allotted. the plaineſt women, Jo thoje that are able 
tm pay a market price, ſhould hawe, the flower of the 
market; and their fines which they are amerced, ſerve 
to put the peorer ſort in ſame method of getting their 
bread, | 


» 
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All the Circumſtances are obſery'd moſt by the 
Commonalty, and not by the Geatry, and Perſons of 
higher Rank, who are not ſubjected to this Law, but 
may marry when, and how they pleaſe, 5 
Thoſe of Japan have commonly only one Wife, 


but are divorc'd from her, and ſend her home for very 


ſmall Cauſes, and afterwards marry others. The Wo- 
men have not the ſame I berty. : 
The Heathen Tartars have many Wives, who live 


together in great Quiet, They give Money to their 


Wives Mothers, as a Recompence for the Advantage 
receiv'd from them. The firſt Wife is look'd upon moit 
lawtul, and ſo are the (e) Children born of her, 
When the Father dies, the Son may marry all his Wives, 
excepting his Mother, and her Siſters: They marry 
their Half-Siſters, after their Brother's Death; and 
make very great Entertainments at theſe Marriages. 
The People of“ Tangut and + Catay marry as many 
Wives as they can keep: And if any poor young Wo- 


man () be beautiful, a fich Man marries her preſently, 
and gives her Mother and Family a Reward to have 


her; as Cattle, Slaves, and oftentimes Money; they 
valuing only Beauty. They have to Thirty Wives 
more or leſs, according to their Abilities 3 but the firſt 
is always chiefeſt. And if any is infirm, or. not agree- 

| | H 3 able, 


* Japan, or Japania, zs a vaſt country in the eaſtern 


ocean, ſuppoſed to be an ifland 150 German miles in 


length, and 70 broad. 
(e) The childre* of the free-auoman had always the 
preference before theſe of the hand-maid. 


* Tangut, or Tangutum, is a kingdom in the Alan 


'Tartary, towards China, and the Eaſt Indies. 

+ Catay, or Catio, is regien of Aſia, ſuppoſed by 
learned men to be ſome part of China. | 

(f) Beauty was always à dowry, but ſeldom or ne- 
wer proves a good fortune. 
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able, they ſend her-(g) home. They marry their Rela: 


tions, as the Tartars do, even to their Step-mothers. 

In Caindu they have a Cuſtom different from the Peo- 
ple of Tangut, when they are married; they invite all 
the Strangers that come into the Country to their 
Houſes, and leave them freely with their Wives, who 
have a Counter- ſign at the Door, which they take not 
away till they go, that the Husband may then (2) return. 

In * Caſcar they (i) leave Strangers with their Wives, 
without any Jealouſy. And in the Kingdom of Pein, 
if any ove be abſent twenty Days together, his Wife 
may marry another Husband ; and Men map, after that 

erm marry again where ever they are. | 

The Canarini, in the Iſle of Goa, worſhip .a naked 
Statue, to which they bring their Daughters when they 
will marry them, that they may pray for the happy 
Succeſs of their Martiage. The prayer ended, the 


_ Davghter is married to the firſt that ſeeks her. As to 


the Feaſts and Ceremonies obſerv'd on the Wedding- 
day, we have treated in the Chapter of the Chr:/7:ans of 


(+) Goa. 
The 


(g) This is net keeping em in ficin'ſs and in health, 
but as they pay money fer their wives, ſo they exped? 79 
fe feryd and plea. d by em; avhen they can no longer 
ac that, troop is the word. 

(bh) As beauty is that that pleaſes, ſo what cuſtom 


mates familiar, is ſo far from being infamous, that it is 


not ſeldom a auty to comply with it. *Tis not the friend- 


feip they have for the rangers, but the diſlike of the 


hardſhips of the firſt night's teil, that makes em impoſe 
it oh em, to facilitate the way for em. : 

* 8 n NS ' . No . yy : t FREY 

alcar, @ city ard fingdom, i Turqueſtan, 22 

'Tartary. | On 

(i) Either they believe em wirtucus, er care not whe- 
ther ihey are /o or not; ſome Germans too divide their beds 
with their friends, and call em Connubii Adjutorss. 


(+) He pleas'd to turn to tte 
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The Negroes of Africa, that dwell in the Kingdom 
of Sierraleone, have in every City or Borough, an Houſe 
a-part from others, where their Daughters retire, and 
are inſtructed for one Year, by an old Man, of a good 


Family, virtuous and religious. At the End of the (/} 


Year they come forth all together, well dreſs'd, and go 
into the public Piazza, -to dance to ſeveral Inſtruments 
of Muſick :- Their Fathers are preſent, and the young 
Men chuſe whom they like beſt, giving ſomething to 


their Fathers before they marry them. They preſent © * 
alſo the old Man for his Tiouble of inftraQting and keep- 


ing them; then take them home, where they compleat 
the Ceremonies of their Marriages. - 5 5 
In * Guinea, when the Sons are old enough to marry, 
their Fathers ſeek them Wives; and when they have 
found to their Minds, give them, and oblige them to 
take them, though never ſeen before. The don has no- 
thing from his Father, who ſends him naked [if he has 
gain'd nothing by his own Labour] into the World, to 
lay the Foundation of his own Family, The Bride's 
(n) Relations give them a ſmall Sum in Gold; and tho? 
| very 


(1) No woman ſhould pretend to marry till ſuch time 
foe has been zhoroughly inſtructed in virtue, diſcretion 
and religion, that ſhe may know Low tio adminiſter every 
thing with decency in her family, kindne/s to her 
huſband, and conflant in her devetions. But how many 


omen alas, are fruitful mothers, and good for nothing 


elſe bees. | 

* Guinea 7s a very large country in Aﬀrica, upon the 
ſhear of the ocean. | 

(n) Here it ſeems there is always an eupectation from 
the avoman's friends, tho" the man has nothing, and it 
ſeems a little hard on the man's fide, that he ſhould be 
turn'd out of doors by his father, and no other provifion 
made for him but a wife he knows nothing A. | 


— 


— 


* 


9 
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very Rich, add little more than what the Poor give; 
for what they receive is only for the Expence of the 
Feaſt, This Cuſtom is ſo well obſerv'd, that the King's 
Daughters have no more than one Slave to ſerve them. 
The Bride ſwears in the Preſence of the Company, that 
the will be faithful, and preſerve her Conjugal Chaſtity, . 


Which Oc th is never requir'd of the (2) Husband. 


If during the Marriage, a Man get ſo much that he is 
able to maintain another Wife, he cannot marry withont 
the Conſent of the firit; to which if ſhe conſent, he is 
oblig'd to pay her ſo much; and the Woman is received 
into the Houſe, more as a Concubine than Wife. When 
the Husband obſerves his Wife grow () old, he may 


forſake her to marry a younger, However, he keeps 
her in his Houſe, where ſhe is bound to give an Account 
of it, and ſerve the younger; look aſter the Kitchen, and 


do what pleaſes her Husband. 


The People of * Monomotapa, in the Lower Ethiopia, 
marry according to their Abilities, as many Wives as 


they will; but the firſt is the chiefeſt, the others ſerve 


her, and her Children ſucceed in the Inheritance. 


No 


one may marry a Woman paſt Child-bearing : And when 
the Women are firſt Big, there is great Joy in their 
| Fami- 


(½) Such an oath from the Man would hinder his 


marrying a ſecond wife when able, and prevent the firſt 
receiving fir her conſent a gratuity, avhich makes a- 


mends for the fertune ſpe brought, and the wrong ſt 


Jufers by a partner in her lowe. 


e This is laudable enough, according to nature and 
policy? For why ſhould 2 man bind himſelf to @a avoman, 


that can anſaver but the leaſt if three grand articles. 


_ * Monomopata 2 a city and kingdom in the Southern 


Ethiopia 7» Africa, of great extent, containing in it 25 


other Kingdoms; and reaches from the north to the fouth 


250 Spaniſh /cagues, 
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Families, The old Women, when not like to (p) con” 
ceive, may not marry. The Värgins go naked till mar- 
ried, and then wear a thin Silk; and when they have 
Children, cover their Beliies and Breaſts (9) cloſer. 

The Inhabitants of“ Zocotara, have the like Polyga- 
my, and may change them at Pleaſure, and that by care 
rying them into a Market, or public Places; where 
they exchange for others, either for a Ti ime, or for 
Ten. ,-, :: 

Thoſe of + Conde content themſelves with one (-) 
Wife, tho? they are not forbid many. 

The Samage/i have many, not ſo much out of Luft, as 
to gain (/) ITY by Alliances, and a "0 8 

1 o 


0 7 Doubtle/s barrenneſi is a lauuful eee tho? 


ape have many old folks paff lowe, or being loved, and Cc 
yet they muſt have a husband: A vice more abominadble © | 


then all the errors of yeuth, and ſhe that continues warm 
at ſixty, ſure was ſcalaing hot at fixteen. 

(2) When they come to Child bearing they are tender, 
and ought 70 cher ve thoſe parts more eſpecially, from 
the injuries of the weather, wwnich /o immediately tend to 
the propagation, production, and ſupport of the infant. 

* Zocotaro, Dioſcodoris Inſula Ogyris, @ town and 


i/tand upon the coaf} of Zanguebar in Africa. 


+ Canada zs a large country in the North America. 

(r) Few people Seh, ds theme Ives would be fo chaſte 
and reſerw'd, for many men's proceedings paſs upon the 
evorld for wirtues; that if it evere not for the cen- 


Jure of the law, would appear under a leſs glorious cha- 


racter. 
Children qavere fermerly an equal meaſure of 


ewealth, as ſlaves and cattle, but are become burthen- 


ſeme to moft families in Europe at lraft; and as for 


Arengibening ourſelves by their marriages, experience 


JO” 15 is a groſs error, and what has much impaired 


the/e 
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Children. The Fathers never endow, or give any 
Thing to their Daughters: Nay, he that marries one of 
them, makes their Parents Preſents in Proportion to 
their Abilities, or the Beauty of their Daughter. They 
celebrate their Marriages ſolemnly, with Songs, Muſick, 
Balls, and Panegyricks on the new married. When a 
Woman is taken in Adultery, ſhe attones for the Crime 
with her Ct) Life; as does the Adulterer : It is not ſo 
with the unmarried Women, to whom it is no (2) Dif 
honour to have been enjoy'd by their Lovers. 

The Inhabitants of Florida, have only one Wife, to 
diſtinguiſh 'em from their Kings, and great Lords, who 
have two or three; but on this Compact however, that 
the firſt ſhall have the chief Authority in the Houſe, and 
that their Sons ſhall inherit the Father's Eftates, or Go- 
vernment. Bat all theſe Wives apply themſelves indif- 
ferently te the Care of the Houſe: And when one is 
with Child, the Husband muſt noc any longer lie with her, 
The Iſlanders of 1 Os before their Ille was pofſeſ- 

ſed 


theſe other families, that have match'd in fach nu mercus 
and prolific ones. 

i Adultery is a crime that where mo Fa not 
permitied it, has the leaft to be ſaid in its defence of any : 
But for people to be caught in the fad, is juch an ad- 
dition of folly to the Fault, that it merits not bing leſs than 
death. 

(u) Where a woman has not tied up her own hands, 
T dare not Jay it is a crime, tho“ JI cannot guite clear it 
Frem Imprudence. The Hollanders tbemſelaes take little 
or no notice of it, injomuch that *11s almoſt a proverb, 
that there is never a cuckold, and never an honeſt woman 
in Amſterdam. 

* Florida zs a wery fan and fruitful country in the 
North America. 

+ Cuba 7s @ great land in iy bay of Mexico, in A- 


merica, 


e Eee 2 7 


OI tha. 
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ſed by the Chriſtians, married at Pleaſure, and only ſo 
long as they were content to keep together; for the Se- 


paration was as well on che one Side, as the other, when 


they pleas d. 
The Catichi had 1 Wives; and all invited to the 


Wedding, uſe the Bride (w) at Pleaſure, as well among 
Perſons of better Rank, as the Commonalty. 


The * Mexicans, before they received the Chriſtian 
Faith, married in this Manner: They both preſented - 


themſelves to their Prieſt; who taking them by their 
Hands, ask'd them many Queſtions ; and laſtly, of their 
Deſire to be married together. Then taking the (x ) 
Skirt of the Woman's Veil, and that of the Man's Gar- 


ment, tied them together, and led them ſo faſten'd to 


the Bride's Houſe, where was a great Fire kindled ; 
they went ſeven Times round this Fire, and ſat down 
together ; which ended all the Ceremoaies, and the Mar- 
riage was compleat. 


The Inhabitants of Ciwola, or News Granata, are con- 
tent 


merica, to the ſouth of Florida, which is one of the greateſt 


belonging to that Ave of the world, diſcovered * the 
Spaniards. 

Cu, If they hows many Gueſts the Bride is to be 
pitied, but who would no: die to be ſoa fwtetly ſlain; 
not that any Accounts from them acquaint us with one 
particular inſtance of any ſo martyr'd on her Weading 
night, 


capital of New Spain, and of a province of the ſame 
name, the ſeat of the Spaniſh wiceroy 2 the Weſt Indies, 
and an archbiſpop s ſee. | 

(x) This implies the myſtical union of them two, and 


that they ſhould abide by, Mere as their Aﬀairs 


ewill permit, one with the other Ihe ceremony of walk- 


ing round the fire is the ſanie as thoſe of Cunkan on 


Balagatta u/e, and is explain'd there. 


Mexico is @ wa/t city in the north of America, the | N 
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tent with one Wife, whom they may freely leave; as 


the Women may their Husbands with the ſame Liberty, 
when they know they go (5) aſtray. 

Thoſe of Camana, before they marry their Daughters, 
ſend them into the public Piazza's, that they may by 


Converſatian learn the Burthens and (z) Duties of Ma- 


trimony. The Perſons of Note and the Rich, marry 
Women at Pleaſure ; take all Travellers to their Houſes 
they meet in the Roads, and let them enjoy thoſe of 
their (a) Wives they like beſt. 


In * Paria, they may have many Wives; but one is 


the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, and commands the others. 


Thoſe of the meaneſt Condition, have at leaſt two or 


three: And they may all, when their Wives begin to 
grow old, turn them off, and take others younger. The 
Prieſts teach them when they are young, and from them 

they learn all neceſſary Arts 
The + Caribbees uſe the ſame Cuſtoms; but on the 
„ and many Days after, they take their 
Wives, 


O) When a woman goes aftray, tis more b time 
Joe was diſcarded ; for tho". the fin, peradventure of the 
perjury may be equally capital in both; yet the nature 
of the conſequences of ſuch deviations cannot but be more 
Fatal on the avomar''s behalf than the man's 

(z) They are more eafily learnt than prattiſed, but 
what can a man expect from one that never heard a ſyt> 


fable Hit. 


(a) This is the laſt degree of goodneſs and hoſpita- 


lity, to entertain As Jo particularly at bed and 
oard. 

* Paria is a province in the Terra Firma, in South 
America, near the north ſea, and under the dominion of 
zhe Spaniards. 

+ The Caribbees, or Cariby iſlands, are a #not of 
Small iſlands that lie extended like a bow, from the coaft 
of * in America, to the iſe of Porto Rico. 


Oo 


9 


| 2 Plenty of gold and filver mines; and at the dif- 
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Wives, with. great Noiſe and Attendance, into the 
Woods, where they hunt, and (2) kill all they meet 
with. 

The Topinanbous, Inhabitants of Brafil, in the 


| Southern America, have no other Regard in their Mar- 


riages, but to affinity in the firſt Degree, becauſe from 


the ſecond they may marry all their Relations. T hey 
allow Polygamy, which gives them the Repute of being 
Brave and Rich. The Partiality they ſhew to one more 
than another, makes not the other jealous ; and they live 
all very peaceably. As to the Ceremonies ; he that has 
a Mind to a young Woman, ſeeks her of her Father, and 


next Relation; and when he has obtain'd Conſent, leads 


her home, and ſhe becomes his Wife. They promiſe 
their Sons in their Childhood; end when at Years, they 
are bound to ſtand to the Will of their Parents. Yet the 
Husband may caſt off his Wife upon any great Diſtaſte; 
as ſhe may alſo on the like Occaſion; telling him plainly, 
ſhe leaves him to ſeek another more civil Husband : 

And theſe Separations do not ſubject them t) any {(c) 


Reſentment. 


In * Peru they had many Wi:es before vo were 


Roman Cattiolichs: yet only one was reckoned lawful, 
| When 


(2) 4 cruel cuftom of inuring their avives ” rapiars, . 


murder and blocdſbed. 

(c) The frequent /eperations that is we'd among 9/7 "era 
ripen every little provocation, makes em not expect ſure to 
live either long er happily together : There is nothing in 
the preliminaries of their Marriage that implies violence 
in their df. re, cr afplication in their ſuit, which leaves 
the woman's heart tee leſs ſen/ibly touch'd, and therefure 
more e of diſguſt; and as they meet æuilbout 
dien, they part without concern. 

Peru 7s a large country in South America, aff: ding 


o y, rhe moſt potent kingdom in Souti America. 
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When they would marry any one, they went to her 
Houſe, and with the Father's Conſent, put her on an 
Ottzya, which is a Shoe they uſe, and fo lead her home, 
When they had a Virgin, the Oztoya was of (4) Wool; 
if ſhe had been taken by others before, it was of Ruſhes. 
All the Concubines were bound to honour the firſt Wife; 


and ſhe only, upon the Death of her Husband, put on 


Mourning for a Year, during which Time ſhe could not 
marry again. %%% 8 1 

The Tatini and Varaes, that live in the Province of 
Sancta Croſe, have many Wives. There the Niece may 
marry her Uncle: And when the Daughter is a Year 
old, the Parents deſign her an Husband, who is always 
her next a kin after the ſecond Degree. They go to 


ſeek him; and for Confirmation of the Marriage agreed, 


carry him a (e) Bow, Arrows, and a Spade. If he 
takes them, he is preſently conducted home as a Son- 
in-Law, where he learns to know and manage the Inte- 
reſts of his Bride, till ſhe is at an Age capable to do ic. 
When a young Man would get him a Wife, he goes to 
her Parents, and preſents them a Bundle of (/) Sticks, 
It they are receiv'd, it is a Sign the Motion is embrac'd ; 


and the Houſe from that Time, is free to him. Soon 


after 


(Ai) The moſt barbarous nations ever ſet moſt by a wir- 
gin to marry, tho" they did not affet the getting it. 

(e) Theſe are ſo many warivus emblems of advice 
to the man, and expectation from him, meaning courage 
and induſtry: His acceptauce implies a conſent ro fight 
ard work for her. | 


there furniſhes em with ſo many inſtruments of chaſtiſe- 


ment; but avould rather take it for a type of labour and 


evillingne/s to work to maintain ber. 


/ 


JJ an unwilling 1 think he carries this humble 
. preſent to the parents of his intended bride, as ſo far a 
proof of his drfigning to be a good hoving Husband, as he 


higheſt Quality and richeſt, marry two or three, and 


of Peru. There are in Syria” a Sort of People called 


giving this for a Reaſon, That they have had Children 


intent of living in this world, is to be more ſerviceable to 


our children io ſhift the ſcenes, A 


cept nor prejudice of education, but nature ſeems very 


" 
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after a Woman is married, ſhe makes a (g) Shreud to 


bury ber Husband, and another for herſelf, _. 
In * Guiana, or New Andalufia, the Perions of 


often more, the Commonalty being oblig'd to one. The 
other Wives are but as Servants to the firſt. Theſe who 
have the greateſt Number of Women, are molt eſteem'd 
and reſpected: In other Things they follow the Cuſtoms 


Drufio, who, by ſome, are believ'd Chrifians ; but in 
their Actions, are neither CHriſti ans nor Fews. Theſe 
indifferently marry their Daughters, Mothers and Siſters; 


dy them, and not by others; and no one can forbid 
them the Uſe of-their () own. They have ſome Feaſts ⁵ 
in the Year, when all the Men and Women meet toge- - 

8 | F 3: EE | ther 


(g) Mot women are preparing for childbed linen, 
and looking out for bengficigl yoſſips, and never. think of 
the/e Jad and lamentable concerns, till they are half under 
ground, The/e more reaſonable barbarians know the firſt 


ourſelves than to others; to be eftabliſh'd and multiply, 
then quietly and contentedly walk off the age, and leave 


* Guiana 25 a large country in the South America, 
ewhich for many years has been inhabited by Engliſh, 
Dutch and French. 2 

(2) Theſe are the only things that are our baun, and 
that we ſhould not uſe that way at leaſt. It is not pre- 


a 
——— 


much flartled at the very propoſing it. Parents and chil- 
aren can't come together, but at a great diſparity «of 
years, and this overſight in policy ſhould render it im- 
practicable, But what ſpall we ſay to the long retaiu'd 
cuſtoms of countries, | | © 8 | 
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100 Matrimonial Ceremonies diſplay d. 

ther to divert themſelves. There they feaſt in common; 
and after they have drunk, give a mutual Liberty to en- 
joy thoſe Women they like moſt; renouncing on this 
Occaſion, any Property in their Wives. 

The Eaffeera Faponefi, commenly call'd Lopes Salua- 
ticz, contract their Marriages in the Preſence of their 
Parents and Friends; the firſt Ceremony being firiking 
againſt a Stone, out of which he that makes the firſt (2) 
Fire come, is eſteem'd the moſt excellent. The Mat- 
riage thus eſtabliſh'd, the Bride dreſs'd in Ermin Skins, 
or Sables, is ſet upon a tame Boar, and her Relations 
and Friends accompany her to the Cave or Tent, (be- 
cauſe they have no Hovſes nor Cities,) ſinging, and wiſh- 
irg them Health and Iſſue, The Bridegroom is alſo in 
Bear Skirs, or Martins; and from that Time they live 
rogether, They fail not Feaſting and Dancing to ſome 
ruſtick Muſick, ,and to ſing the Praiſes of their Ancient 
Captains in Verſe; in Memory of whom, to bewail 
their Deaths, their Singirg is Interrupted, and they la- 
ment, cry, groan, and caſt themſelves on tne Ground, 
with a Thouſand Contorſions, as deſperate Perſons fer 
ſome great Loſs; aſter which they return to their Singirg 
and Balls, and ſpend the Day in Feaſting. , 

| | | n 


(i) It being reputed a mark of vigour, or till, or 
elje an omen of good-luck; fer fire has been the 14 
glorified element of any, for God bimſelf appear d in it 10 
Moſes in the buſh, conducted him and the tribes throngh 
rhe avilderne/s, &c. and many other inſtances may be 


Lo brought, even from as high as Cain and Abel, fer the 


fire deſcended from heaven and conſumed the offerings ; 
and theſe I imagine, left ſuch an impreſſion upon the 
" eaftern people, that the it has bern wrong applied, and 
mixt with other ſuperſtitions, yet avas the great original 
of this great vencration theſe people, and the Perſians too, 
retain (till for fre. | | 


2 8 _ 2 9 | Y 


MatPimonial Ceremonies diſplay'd. 101 | | 


In the Southern Parts of “ Magellanica, when a Man 
likes a young Woman, he demands her of her Parents, 
in a full Aſſembly ; and before he goes away, if her 
Parents conſent, he takes her, and carries her home, 
without more Ceremony. The Company get together 
next Day to (4) feaſt ; after which the Husband receives 
what is aſſign'd him in Dowry with his Wife, Who is 
bound to exerciſe the ſame Trade and Profeſſion of Life 
as her Husband does, and to be never out of his Sight. 
When ſhe is falſe to her Conjugal Duty, her Husband 
ſends her back to her Parents, who ſhave her; and if her 
Husband be content to take her home again, the is never 
more enjay'd by him, but oblig'd to ſerve him as long 
as ſhe lives. FF EY” 


* Magellanica 7s 4 country in South America, of great 
Extent towards phe /outh pole. 5 N | 7 : 


{#) 'Tis very remarkable, that the" many nations 


differ frrangely in their amours, and ceremonies of their 


celebrating that new, rather than flrit alliance; yet all 
- of them concur in this one, viz, That there is mirth, mu- 


Sick, merry-making, ſinging, dancing, jhouting, rejoy- 
cing, public exerciſing, ſome on horſetack, ſome on 
oot, Jome one way, ſome another ; but every thing that 
can be thought on to divert the bride and bridegroom, 


and by their alacrity in endeavouriag to make them eaſy | 


and pleas'd; give em à proof of their frienajhip and 


| good wiſhes; and from their. being ſo themſelves drag aa 
happy cc ucliſion, as a joyful augury of their future feli- | 


ci. 
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With His Seven Wives. 
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derable a Perſon as myſelf, yet having more 


Wold, I hope, will forgive me for "taking this Method 
y 29 \ v + 3 » N 3 
to begu-ie the iedious Hours of my Captivity. Beſides, 


as it has been my Fate to be S:wer Times ſhipwieck'd, 


upon the inhoſpitable Shoar of Matrimony, perhaps I 
am better able to deſcribe the Situation and Manners of 
that Country, than the Gererality of Mankind can pre- 
tend to, Who have not made ſo many dangerous Voyages 
thither as I have dene. And after all, the very Place 
1 am in, at preſent, ſeems to challerge this Perſormance 
trom me; for Mas iage being one of the ſevereſt Con- 

| | | finements 


Mete by the Author while under confinement for 


H O' the Publick is not at all concern'd either 
in the Mis fortunes, or Follies, of fo inconſi- 


1 5 Leiſure upon my Hands, in this dole ful Place 
of Solitude, “ than I well know how to diſpoſe of, the 


Sir HARRY FITZGERALD, | 
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finements in Nature, no Man can write fo feelingly of 
it, as he that is actually a Priſoner; neither is any: Place 
ſo proper to give an Aceouut of it as in a Goal. | 

Having made two or three Campaigns in Plaitters 
under the famous Mareſchal de Turenne, my old Father 
ſent for me home, in order to ſee me ſettled in the 
World before he died: For which Purpoſe he recom- 

mended to me a ſtale antient Widow, aged Threeſcore 
at leaſt; adding, That tho' her Perſon was indifferent, 
yet ſte had abundance of Wealth to attone for all De- 
fects of Nature, Twas in vain to remonſtrate to him, 
what a Diſproportion there was between our Ages, and 
conſequently, between our Humours and Inclinations. 
The old Gentleman reſolved. to be obey'd without any 
Reſerve; and after the laudable Example of moſt Parents, 
who think it not enough to give their Children a Being, 
unleſs they take Pains to mike it miſerable! to them, 4a- 
ctficed his eldeft Son to his own fordid Avarice: - 


It would look like ill Nature to attempt a thorough: 


Deſeription of my Spouſe's Perſon, and therefore I ſhalt: 
wave-it, becauſe all Women would be young and hand- 
ſome if it lay in their Power; and 'tis no Fault of theirs, 
that either Nature, or old Age, g give them Deformity or 
Wirinkles. Only this give me leave to obſerve, that 
never were Body and Soul better match'd than in her. 
Fho' her Hide was as tough as Buff, and boaſted the 
ſame delicious Complexion, yet her Soul was tougher, - 
and more obſtinate. She inſiſted everlaſtingly upon the 
Prerogative of her Age, and told me young Men a. 80 
to be obſequious to Perſons of Experience. 

Among her. other noble Qualifications, which Time 
daily diſcover'd to me, ſhe was a zealous Admirer of 
cool Nants, and other ſtrong Liquors; and, for my 
Part, I was ſo far from checking this commendable 
Humour, that I endeavour'd all J could to encourage: 
1 1 underhand, PROS the Curate of the Parith, 


I 


Wie : 
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who lov'd Guzzling better than Praying, and an old red 


nos d Midwife in the Neighbourhood, to ply her with ſe! 
conſtant Viſits:; and-theſe two faithful Agents of mine, | mi 
ſo effectually diſcharg'd their Commiſſion, that, in two Fo 
Months, they drank my Spouſe-into'a hopeful Dropſy, 9 
which, being attended by a Complication of other Diſ- | all 
ſtempers, trip'd up her heels in as many Months more, me 
and ſent her to her worſhipful Anceſ tors. ſee 
- ,-*Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the Pleaſure and Satisfaction do) 
I found in myſelf, when I had got rid of this ſuperan- $5! 
nuated Piece of Houſhold-ſtuff., I fancied the whole cu 
Face of Nature more delightful and agieeable than be- = 
fore, my Dreams were happy and fortunate, every Glaſs wh 
of Wine, and every Diſh of Meat, ſeem'd to carry a new 0 
Flavour with it. In ſho:t, I was ſo pleas'd with the 410 
Happineſs of my Condition, that I reſolv'd to alter it 50 
upon no Conſideration whatever, nor tempt Providence, _n 
by leaping; into the ſame Gulph a ſecond Time. But Fe 
whether Heaven deſign'd to humble me for the Sins of M. 
my Family, or give me a new. Opportunity to exerciſe Jo\ 
my Patience, I chanc'd, not long after, to be invited to ſat 
a certain Aſſembly, where I ſaw one of the moſt charm- - - mn 
ing young Creatures in the Univerſe. What need I en- lie 
large upon every Particular? I lov'd her, and to that th: 
violent Degree, that tho? her Family and Fortune were me 
4 infinitely inferior to mine, and my Relations had offer'd 115 
me twenty and twenty Matches, that would have been the 
much more advantageous to me, yet hurried on by the dr. 
left handed Planet that preſided over my Nativity, and it, 
deaf to all the Repreſentations of my Friends, who all. . 
adyis'd me againſt this accurſed Conjanction, I was the ne 
ſecond Time betray'd into the Snare of Matrimony. \ my 
had flatter'd myſelf all along, that this young Wo- Se 
man, whom, like a Coxcomb as I was, I took for an -He 
Angel incarnate, would not pretend to rule the Roaſt he. 
and domineer, as perhaps one of equal Quality with my- fol 


ſelf : j 
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ſelf 2 but make up in Affection, 15 60 Sub- 


4 ama” * 


Fort . 


But, alas! a lite Time a me, _ I eck 
all this while without my Hoſt; for this demure, mealy- 


mouth'd Baggage, who I expected would have been a 


ſecond patient Gri/c/, prov'd the moſt termagant, ill. 
Sordition'd Fury, that beer rebell'd againſt her Lord and 
Sovereign. She talk'd me deaf afl Day, the ſame Perſe. 
cutien ſhe continu'd to me all Night. Nay, ſo | imper- 
tinent-was ſhe of her Tongue, that ſhe'd ſcold even 
when the Rites of Leve were performing, at which fa- 
vourable Moment the very worſt of her Sex are content 
to drop! their Reſentments. 

One while The wou'd perſteute me for a new S 
And Petticoat, another while for a new Sett of alan 
Ferniture. The Looking Glaſſes were not of the neweft 
Mode, the Staircaſe was dark, the Parlour Roof too 
low. In ſhort, I muſt pluck down the whole Houſe to 
ſatisſy her Vanity. Beſides, ſhe expected every Minute 
when ſhe muſt cry out, and was I fach.a Fool as to be- 
lieve ſhe Would diſgrace herſelf ſo far, as to lie in a Bed 
that was contemporary to Farthingals, and had been 
made in the Reign of Queen Hlixabe h? : 

For ſome Time I bore this inſolent Lang vage with all 
the Patience T was Maſter cf, h8ping the! ou would 
dry up of itſelf: But as J found no good Sacceſs from 
it, Lreſolv'd to give her as good as ſhe Brought, and 
ſo whenever ſhe began to ring the Changes with ber 
never- failing Female Clack, T was as obſtreperovs on 
my Side, and pour'd a Broad ſide upon her. But I ſdon 


became fenfible, that a married Man had as good run his. 


Head 2painſt a Brick Wall, as engage with a Woman in 
her own Element of Scolding, or which Reaſon 1 re- 


fol v'd to alter my Meaſures. 
The next Time ſhe attack'd me with her matrimo- 


nil Rhetoric, I replied not one Syllable either ww or 
, TR 3 ad, 
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bad, but walk'd unconcern'd about the Roam, and either I 


- whiſtled, or humm'd a Tune to myſelf. This unexpected as | 
Neglect of her Eloquence put her into ſuch an extraor- tail 
dinary Ferment, that her Paſſion had like to have choak'd 26 4 
her. She invok'd Heaven and Hell to her Aſſiſtance; pic 
me wiſh'd herſelf fifty Foot under Ground when the _ 
Parſon join'd her to ſo barbarous a Tyrant; ſhe mur- En) 
dier'd her Lap- Dog and Parrot in her Fury, and ſwear- nor 
ing ſhe would never come within the ſame Sheets with pci 
me.s Walk d all Night about my Bed, like the Alder- eitl 
man's fooliſn Wife in the London Cuckolds 1 
Finding the admirable Succeſs of this Preſcription, I Bat 
dete rm n'd to continue it to my poor Wiſe till I had ef 1 
fectually  cur'd her, uh cb, to the Honour of my new wit 
PDoctorſhip, I ſoon perform'd; for ſo conceru'd was the puèe 
virtuous Spouſe of my. Boſom, to ſee that her Tengve- ver 
Artillery made not the | leaſt Impreſſion upon the For- onl 
treſs of my Heart, that in a lite Time the Impatience Wi 
of hex. Nature fretted her into a Conſumpiion; and thus upo 
Heav'o, of its infinite Mercy, was once more pleas'd to Ser 
reſtore me to my natural Liberty. 57 liſh 
One would re: {o..ably. conclude now, that a Man wh! 
who had the ill Luck to be ſucceflively mari ied to ſuch nor 
a Brace of Devils, and the good Luck to get rid of them that 
ſo cheaply, would ſolemnly forſwear Marriage, and all vio! 
its wicked Works, for the Time to come. I did fo, Ma 
but alas! What fignifies to contend with Fate? For the in g 
Devil of Love, Who never fails to lay Lime twigs in bea 
the Way of the Righteous, ſnew'd me a Country Baro- Mif 
net's Daughter at the Opera, whoſe Name was Melaniſſa, hun 
beaute dus to a Miracle, and charming beyond Expreſ- kee 
ſion. One Look of her made an entire Conqueſt of my {| mw 
Heart, and daſh'd all my noble Reſolutions to Pieces. IL I 
- Janguiſh'd, I figh'd for her, nay, I rhim'd and verſify'd me 
for her, To conclude, I was upon the Brink of De- ad 
ſpair to obtain her, and within a Fortnight after the | Nei 
Conkle anion of our Marriage, was as impatieat and 2 


uneaſy 
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ur.cafy to free myſelf from her nauſeous Embraces. 
Had Nature taken as much Pains in framing her Soul, 
as ſhe: took in moulding her exterior Form, I had cer- 
tainly been the happieft Husband in the Univerſe. But 
as a fooliſh awkard Woman cannot fail of growing deſ- 
picable, let her Out fide be never ſo bewitching, ſo 
ſoon as ever the Edge of the Appetite is rebated by 
Enjoy ment, I found, to my Sorrow, that Melaniſſa bad 
none of thoſe Charms which I fancied her ſo plentifully 
pc ſſeſſed of at firſt, ſo that for all the Comfort J found 
either in the Management of her Family, or in her Con- 
verſation, I might as: well have link'd myſelf to a painted 
Baby, or cffer'd Courtſhip to Pygmalion's Statue. 
Other People may - wiſh: their Wives largely ſtock'd 


with Virtue and Religion, for my Part, I am not ſo im- 
pudent to aſk any Miracles of Heaven; but. ſhould be 


very well content, in this degenerate Age, if mine had 
only Pride, attended with a convenient Sprightiineſs of 
Wit. A little fooliſh Sophiſtry may cheat and impoſe 
upon à Woman's Virtue, and two or three Texts of 
Scripture, diſcreetly manag'd by a Gallant, may demo- 
lich her Religion. But Pride is an impregnable Citadel, 
which is neither to be taken by down-right Storming, 
nor under-hand Treachery. A Lady that has Pride, 
that is to ſay, that has a juſt Value for herſelf, ſcoras to 
violate her Honour, becauſe the ſcorns to leave it in any 


Man's Power to inſult her, and: this proves a never-fail- 


in g Security to her, when her Virtue and Religion are 
beaten out of the Field. And then I would have my Wife 
Miſtreſs of a convenient Sprigh:ilineſs of Wit, both to 
humble impertitent Coxcom bs upon Occaſion, as alſo to 
kcep Love alive and give it a new Motion, when Enjoy- 
ment and long Cohabitation have lulled it aſleep. 

I can't tell whether ſhe did me the Honour to make. 
me a Cuckold or no; but this I am ſure of, that her 
undiſcreet Conduct made not only myſelf, but all the 


N conclude me to be one of that nume- 


- rous 
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rous Claſs, which was all one as if ſhe. had actually be- 
ſtow'd that Favour upon me. To make ſhort of my 
Story, never was poor Priſoner ſo fick of his Chains as [ 
was of mine, and when JI was reduced to the Extremity 
oi Deſpair, neither knowing how, or when I ſhould be 


releaſed out of Captivity, Providence was pleaſed to 


untie this Gerdiarn Knot for me, by taking her off in 
child-birth. EE 
As I had now, to my great Regret and Sorrow, 


hazarded my whole Stake upon two young Women, 


and been equally diſappointed by both, I came to this 


Reſolution, That if ever my. Inclination, or my Fate, 


ſhou'd throw me upon this ſlippery State again, it would 
be much more adviſeable for me to pitch upon ſome 
ſober middle-aged Ma ron, that had ſ:en the World, 
and managed the Concerns of a Family, than ſuffer my 
ſelf to be wheedled into Matrimony by ſome raw unex- 
perienced Creature; and truck the Repoſe and Tranquil- 
lity of my whole Life to a little inſignificant White and 
Red, which is ſeldom long liv'd. uy 
While | was employ'd by theſe noble Thoughts, ſome 

of my Relations recommended to me an Advocate's Wi- 
dow, whoſe Hysband had left her prodigiouſly rich. 
Not to conceal my Infirmities from the World, muſt 
freely own, that it was not the Agreeableneſs of her 
Perſon, nor the Merit of her Reputation, that once more 
prevailed with me to part with my Liberty, but I had a 


wonderful Itching upon me to be fingering of her Bags, 


and diſpoſing of her dirty Acres. A Woman worth 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds, as this Widow was, had 
Twenty Thouſand Charms about her: Now, how was 
it poſſible for any ſingle Man to reſiſt Twenty Thouſand 
Charms, that were current Money all the World over 
from Lonaon to Japan? 5 
About a Fortnight after our Marriage, I deſired her 
to let me have the peruſing of her Bonds, and other Pa- 
pers, that we might manage every Thing to _ beſt 
| T van- 
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at the other. After ſeveral expenſive Trials, *twas my 


her; upon which Succeſs I immediately cut down a 
| 1y-to Heart, that ſhe pin'd away herſelf to a Skeleton, 


her Death. 


me, as I thought in the 8 chat his Malice was now 
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Advantage. How, cry'd ſhe, in a furious Tone, 7s 
our beſt Advantage, * what Devil was it put'it into thy 
« Noddle to think I would. comply with any ſuch Pro- 
« poſal ? What? I part with my Bonds and my Papers! 
© No, I'Il ſooner part from my Head. My late Huſ- 

© band (God reſt his Soul) adviſed me never to give 
the Staff out of my own Hands, and do'ſt thou think 
J am fo damn'd a Fool to neglect ſuch. a Husband's 
Advice, who (to thy Face I tell it thee) underſtood the 
© Law as well as ever a daggle-taild Counſellor of 
© them all, that dumb founded the Truth with Lungs of 
© Leather, and Front of Braſs in Vefminſter Hall” 

In fine, Matters came to ſych.a Pitch at laſt, that 
ſhe would neither cat, nor drink, nor goto Bed, un- 
leſs I could ſhow her Law for*t; nay, if I ask'd her 
to accompany me to Church. She ſtill demanded a 
Prefident. Law it was ſhe wou'd be governed by, and 
ſhe would ſtand and fall by the Law. Since 1 found 
her upon this Strain, I reſolved to give my Gentle- 
woman her Bellyfal of what ſhe lov'd; fo to Law we 
went, I lugg'd at one End of her Eſtate, and ſhe lugg' d 


good Fortune, or rather the Merit of my Fees, to caſt 


pretty Rookery, and Grove of Trees adjoining to her 
Houſe, whoſe untimely Lopping ſhe took ſo exceeding- 


and I was ſo nicely conſcientious as to make her Cof- 
fin of one of thoſe beloved Trees that had occaſion'd 

Tho? this litigous pettifoging Remale Limb of the 
Law, this ſecond Edition of Widow -Blackacre, with 
Additions and Amendments, had prov'd ſoch a curſed 
Thorn in my Foot, yet, like poor Loſers at the Royal 
Oat Lottery, that ſtill game on with an Expectation of 
making up their Loſſes, the ſame numerical Devit that 
had ſo often palm'd a bad Wife upon me, whiſper'd 


O Ver., 
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over, and that my next Election ſhould ſucceed to my 
— Heart's Deſire. 


Lady Gripe-wwell, the ſad and melancholy Relict of my 
late Lord Gripe-wwell. Her Year of Mourning was hardly 
over, when I made my Addreſſes to her. After the uſual 
Formalities were paſt (for Widows like B—ps are o- 

blig'd, in Point of Decency, to refuſe once or twice what 
they moſt earnęſtly deſire) we were eccleſiaſtically conglu- 
tinated with a World of Pomp and Magnificence. This 
Noiſe and Hurry I liked well enough for a few Days, 
but finding it ſtill to continue, and carry the ſame, if 
not a greater Expence, with it, I made bold to remon- 


would ſoon confound my Eſtate, and therefore deſired 

her to reform theſe Extravagancies. She took me up 
immediately, telling me ſhe was a Perſon of Quality, 
and would always live like one, in ſhort, that ſhe would 
not difgrace her Family, nor mine, and what Entertain- 
ments ſhe gave, was all for my Reputation, 


- thunder*d'into my Ears a thouſand Times a Day. For in- 
ſtance, if I told her 'twas indecent to ſtay out fo late a 
Nights, ſhe anſwered, *twas the Way of Perſons of Qua- 
tity ; if I defired her to leave off Borrowing of Money of 
fine Gentlemen, and frequenting the Bat Table, why all 
Perſons of Quality did the ſame. In ſhort, whatever 
Irregularities I tax'd her with, ſhe ſtill retreated into 
that Inchanted Caſtle. call'd Quality. Not to dwell 
longer upon ſo ungrateful a Subject, her 2zality (a 
Pox confound it) run me out of all thoſe vaſt Sums 


dition, and made my Spouſe die a Martyr to that Quality, 
| of which ſhe was ſo fond an Idolater, for happening to go 
one Afternoon with my Lady Tope-much, and her two ful- 
ſom Daughters, to viſit Sir Heury All. Craft's Widow, the 


* As Fortune would have it, I caſt my Eyes upon my 


ſtrate to her Ladyſhip, that this profuſe Way of Living 


Well, the Devil take this Word Quality, for it was 


which I had got with ſo much Trouble out of my Wo- 
man of Law, At laſt Providence commiſeratcd my Con- 


Coach 


9 wit a 
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Coach moſt luckily over-ſet at the Corner of Chancery- 
Lane End, and the old Fat Lady, with her two plump 
Daughters, falling npon my loving Wife, ſhe broke 


both her Arm and Leg, and expired next Morning. 


Being delivered from this Load of Qual, I fung Te 
Deum within myſelf, and for three Years ſuch a lewd 
Thought as that of Matrimony never came into my 


Head, but took my ſull Swing of thoſe innocent Diver- - il 


ſions the Country affords, However, the Ghoſt of Ma- 
trimony, ſtill haunting me, I unfortunately relaps'd into 
my old Diſtemper, and was over-perſwaded to marry 
a grave demure Maiden, aged Thirty- five, whoſe Cha- 
rater I will give you in a few Words, before I pro- 
ceed to relate how we liv'd together. „ 
She was the Daughter of a P/alm-finging Alderman, 
and bred up after the City Manner, that is, in much 
Hypocriſy, much AﬀeQation; and much Awkwardneſ;. 
She defired to be thought a Perſon of extraordinery Vir- 
tue and Devotion; by the fame Token ſhe ſhew'd the 
former by unmercifully Reiling at all thoſe of her Scx, 
whoſe Reputation was in the leaſt ſuſpected, as ſhe diſ- 
cover'd the latter, by calling all the Men Atheiſts: She _ 
was a mighty Lecture hunter, and wou'd run you over 
every Parſon's Name in the: Town, as volubly as a 
Welch Bard runs over a Genealogy; ray, her Church- 
Intelligence ſtoop'd ſo low, as to take Cognizance even 
of the meaneſt Curate and Reader. And laſtly, for the 
nice making her Reſponſes, and at the fame Time ma- 
naging her Patches at Church, no Woman in Landon 

or Weftmin/ter came near her, 
Our br Miſunderſtanding was about a Chaplain, for 
ſhe perpetually teaz'd me to take one into my Family, 
adding, that the Servants would rever be rightly or- 
der'd, nor Affairs go regular, unleſs we had a Divine 
in the Houſe to lay it home to their Conſciences. Pray, 
my Lady, ſays I to her, harp no more upon this String, 
you may as ſoon perſuade me, to maintain a Troop of 
| e E : Dragoons, 
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Dragoons, as a Chaplain, What a Plague are they 
good for, but to run away with our Daughters, and 
fiſh out the Secrets of our Families: Or if they can do 
us any Service, *tis to take a ftale Chamber-maid, or 
Abigail, off of our Hands; but for my Part, I wou'd 
rather be at the Charge and Scandal of keeping ten 
Baſtards than one Chaplain. I cou'd expect nothing 
better, cries ſhe, from ſo profane and profligate a Wretch 
as thou art. With that ſhe flung out of the Room; 
and ever kept me ſuch a troubleſome Life with her Vir- 
tue, as my late Spouſe did with her Quality. She ſuſ⸗ 
peQed me of intriguing with a thouſand Women, whoſe 
Faces I rever ſaw. I I appear'd gay and chearful, 
why then I was going tocommence a new Piece of Gal. 
lantry. If Melancholy, and out of Humour, then *twas 
a plain Caſe the Damfe] had diſappointed me; ſo 
that I have often had it in my Head to aſſiſt in a Plot 
to cuckold myſelf, that I might have a juſt Pretence to 
_ 3nſult her, and padiock the Mouth of her ill- natur'd cla- 
morous Virtue. 1 | = 

Many a doleful Hour did I paſs with nauſeous. Mix- 
ture of Bigottry and Scandal, who altho' ſhe had Hea- 
ven continually in her Mouth, made me endure a con- 
tinual Hell in her Company. At Jaſt, when I had un- 


dergone a ſufficient Purgation for my paſt Sins, Hea- 


ven was ſo propitious as to take her off in her own 
Calling ; for, going one Sunday Morning, without her 
Tippet, to Church, in a molt ſevere Froſt, the honeſt 
Divine, (he deſerv'd a fat Deanery for his Pains) who, 
it ſeems, lov'd to puſh about the Glaſs in his Pulpit; 
as well as without it, and was ſo conſcientious as to 


Fr kept them ſo long that my Wife got a moſt 


violent Cold: which, in a few Days confin'd her to her 
Zed, and what I ſhall always remember as a moſt fin- 


gular Mercy to me, was ſeiz'd with ſo ſeaſonable a 


Hoarſeneſs, at leaſt two Months before her Death, * 
| | er 


ive his People rather too much than too little for their 
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to haſte n her End. 
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her Tongue could not perform its uſual Ofice of Scold- 
ing, which, I dare ſwea, did not a little coniribute 

1 come row to the laſt Scene of my Life, which, to. 
my Shame I own it, diſhonours all the other Parts of 
it, *I'is true, | had met with ſeveral Plagues and 
Ciciles beiore, but . thoſe ate not to be lad to wy 
Charge; for, as I don't pretend to Revelation, or the 
Spirit of Propheſy, *rwas no Fault of mine, if a Woman, 
who, I believ'd, wou'd make a diſcreet obedient Wife, 
deceiv'd my Expectation. Marriage is a perlect Lottery, 
and he that will venture his Liberty there, muſt be con- 
tented with his Chance, whatever it proves. 

But nothing can excuſe the Dotage of an old Man, 
who will be lighting Hymen's Torches, when he ought 


to prepare thofe for. his Funeral, and has the Impu- 


dence. to take a blooming young Creature into his Bed, 
when the Grave gapes cvery Moment for him, knows 


himſelf uncapable of oblizing her. Can any Thing 


be ſo ridiculous as to pretend to atiack a Fortreſs when 
one's Cannon is nail'd up*; er to vesture into Love's. 
Ocean, when the Rudder that goveras the Sh p is difa- 
bied ? As an old Fellow cannot be inſenſible of his Im- 
becillity, he is unjuſt to himſelf in the firſl Place, for of- 
fering to liy-heavy Taxes upon Nature, when the has - 
not a Farthing to pay them; and in the next to his 


Spouſe, for ſhammwiug falſe Bills upon her that hain © 


been long ago proteſted, | MY 
„ by : 
This was my own caſe. I knew myſeif exhauſted, 
nd unfit for Action; I feund my Vigour all gone, 
and r.othing left me but impotent Deſires, and a vain 


Imagination. Ali this I knew perfectiy weil for let 
the Man be what he will, his Conſtitution never plays 
the Hypocrite with him, and: : by the common Fate 


ef old Lovers, who think to attone for the Imbeciltity 
of Nature by their Bribes and Prodigality, I was ſo ob- 
ſtinate a Sot as to link myſelf to a young Damſel of 

| 4 | Sixteen 
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Sixteen in the Sixty-fourth Year of my Age. Tis true, 


the rich Cloaths, and other fine Things I preſented her 


with, her noble Equipage and*Retinue, but above all 
the Title of Lady ſooth'd her Vanity for a little Time, 


and made her forget my Impotence; but when Youth, 
in Conjunction with Nature, call'd upon me to relieve 
ber more preſſing Neceſſities, then it was ſhe began 


truly to diſplay herſelf. As Chains, tho* made of the 
pureſt Gold, are Chains ſtill, ſo Impotence, tho we 
endeavour to diſguiſe it with fine Coaches rich Live- 
ries, charming Muſick, and the like, yet all the while ' tis 


Ifnpotence, which is a Sin never to be forgiven, and of 


all Diſappointments, certainly that of Love is the moſt 
mortify ing. To conclude this doleful Tragedy, in a 


few. Months I found my Houſe until'd, my loving 


Wife elop'd, E was ready to hang myſelf for her, ſent 
for her Home again; ſhe elop'd the ſecond Time, I 
receiv'd her the ſecond Time: After which Peace, the 
and her Mother, her Grandmother and Godmother 


made me drunk, I paſs'd over my Eſtate to her, and 


am now in a Priſon: 


Learn by my fate, you fumblers of threeſcore, 
And think on Hymen's ſacred rites no more. 
In vain your ſtores and uſeleſs wealth you ſhow, 
While Venus knows vou're bankrapts all below. 
Your bags can't Satisfy the craving maid, 
Fer love in ſpecie will be always paid. 


—— 


An 


E 
As Epigram upon MARRIAGE. 


In DE mariteli qui tradidit ora capiſtro, 
Ott feſtivi gaudia ſacra tori? _ 

VUnde Dioneam percurrere juſſus arneam 

Cum femori conjux conferit alma femur, 

Friget, & ad nullum ſurgit certamen amoris 
Sed jacet ut nimio planta peruſta gelu. 

Vividus atque alacris ruit hzc in prælia, fructus 
' Qui illicito.carpit Cypria diva, tuos. 

Nempe animum laſſat vilis faciiſque voluptas 
Sed vita aſſuevit gratior eſſe Venus. 


The fame done into ENOTIs n. 


W HY ates the elch that's noos'd iu Marriage 
Haller, 

Ts Jojing of Love's Dues ſo often falter ? 

Why, when his eager Spouſe claps Thigh to Thigh, 

And urges on the flupid Sat ta Joy, 

Does he decline the Sport, and Creſt-faln lye? 

A Flame and Life,” into Love's Lifts he ruſhes, 

FF hom gen'rous Luft, and not dull Duty puſhes, 

Cheap eaſy Pleaſure jades the Appetite, 

Tis your ſtol'n Love affords the * —_— 
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Now in the Preſs, and ſoon will ze publiſhed, 


Upid and Hymen : Selb Voyage to the Iles of 
Love and Matrimony.z. containg a muſt diverting 
Account of the Inhabitants of thoſe large and populous 
Countries; their Laws, Manners, Cuſtoms, Govern- 
ment, &c. Ia which are introduc'd many uſeful Di- 
rections and Cautions, how to avoid the dangerous Pre- 
Cipices and Quickſands thoſe iſlands abound with, where- 
in fo many thouland Adventurers have periſh'd miſer- 
ably. | 
T he Whole conſiſting of the moſt refin'd Ideas of 
Love, and told in a very natural and affecting Style and 
Manner, in Proſe and Verſe; by the facetious HaxRT 
CARE Vaud other Perſons flit and Humour. : 
To which are added, 1. A. Deſcription of the Iſtand | 
of Marriage. 2. The Batchelor's Eſtimate of the Ex- 
pences of a married Life. 3. The married Man's an- 
ſwer. 4. None but Fools marry. 5. A Vindication 
of the Eſtimate, by Sir Humphry Single, Bart. | 
Deſign'd as a Supplement to the Matrimonial Cere- 
monies of all Nations lately publiſh'd, 


London printed for W. RR EVE, at Shakeſpear's Head, 
in Fleet-ftreer, 1748. Price fewed One Shilling, or 
Two Shillings and Six Pence, neatly bound with the 


